











The Sunday Schoo! ines. J 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
PUBLISHER. 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as “ second-class matter.” 


The Sunday School Times will be sent post-free for a year to any ad- | 
dress in the United States or Canada for $2.00. It will be sent on trial to 
any new subscriber every week for three months for 25 cents. 


CONTENTS. 
EDITORIAL: > 
Notes.—A New Concert Exercise Mr. Moody’s Call to Believers. 


Conspicuousness in Adornment. The Promptest Critics. Perishing 
by Permitted Things. The Possibilities of Faith.........-.....-..----. 518 
The Associations Of TIM. ...ccccescccccscccdtcccs ceenusccccccccccccccccs OS 


Working for Posterity 


Norges ON OPEN LETTERS: 
Questions in Genesis 


514 


FROM CONTRIBUTORS: 
Respite [poem]. By Samuel W. Duffield 515 
The Corner Stone. By Chancellor Howard Crosby, D.D., LL.D... 515 
A Call to Believers. By Dwight L. Moody 516 
For CHILDREN aT HOME: 
How Jimmy Went to the Mass Meeting. By Minnie B. Fenwick... 516 
CONCERT EXERCISE: 
WBBible Bacriless ... ..cccccwseqeusscoccc cccecesecensscce ccnceccscewcephbooce 517 


LESSON HELPs:—[ Abraham's Intercession: Gen, 18 : 16-33,—August 29.] 
BIO TAR cccccqrnsbeccccsenen cccopeccosedioncsccccceccccec coceccesenge 518 
Lessun Surroundings 518 
Critical Notes. By Talbot W. Chambers, D.D.....................-.. 518 
The Power of Prayer. By the Rev. N. McConaugbhy ................ 519 
Hints for the Primary Teacher. By Faith Latimer....... -- 519 
Illustrative Applications. By H. Clay Trumbull.. 
Teaching Hints. By the Wditor........--....-..-- 
Question Hints. By Miss Anna T. Pearce 
Illustration Hints. 
enn Ne 
Orientalisms of the Lesson. 
Eclectic Side Lights 









Books aND WRITERS: 
Publications Received.................- J 
Cyclopeedia of Biblical Literature. The Authorship of the Fourth 





Gospel. Samuel Lover. 
Literary Notes and News. 

WoRK AND WORKERS: 
Convention Calendar for 1880.................220-ncnecccoccceenasescten 
Sunday-school Assemblies.... 
Councils in Prosp 
Workers in Council 





Serre erry 




















eeneee 





WorTH REPEATING: 
Dropping a Seed [poem]. By I. L. Cosham...............ceneeceeces 526 
The Christian Preacher's Pattern. By Canon Clayton 
The Living Word. By the Archbishop of Canterbury 


H, CLAY TRUMBULL, Editor, 


OHARLES'F. RICHARDSON, 
ISAAO H. HALL, 


} amit Editors. 
SAMUEL W. OLARKE, 


PUBLICATION OFFICE, 726 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 


lished on another page, is printed separately. Copies 
of it can be obtained on application to Mr. John D. 
Wattles, at $2.00 per hundred. This exercise is 
peculiarly appropriate to the current lessons. 

Very many of our readers will have an interest in 
Mr. Moody’s Call to Believers, printed on our fourth 
page this week. His longings and prayers are for 
“a fresh enduement of power from on high.” His 
desire is that those who are one with him in these 
longings shall also be one with him in these prayers— 
prayers for the presence of the Holy Spirit in Christ’s 
church, in the hearts of Christ’s people, and in the 
study of God’s word. Mr. Moody’s special wish is 
“to get as many Sunday-school teachers as possible ” 
at the convocation which he has arranged for. 
Many who read this invitation will respond to it 
and be present. Many more will wish they could 
accept it, while they are unable to do so. They also 
can have a part in its privileges by joining in the 
prayers for the offering up of which it is summoned. 





If a lady’s dress is especially conspicuous, it may 
be to the advantage of the dress, but it is to the dis- 
advantage of the lady. The dress may be artistic in 
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| color and design and arrangement ; but the lady who 


wears it is evidently lacking in good taste. The 
dress might do credit to its maker, if it were on a 
lay-figure in a show-window ; but it brings discredit 
on its wearer when it calls chief attention to itself, 
and brings her into prominence only as its exhibitor. 
A lady is never well dressed when her dress is con- 
spicuous, any more than a picture is well framed 
when its frame is more noticeable than the picture. 
This principle is as applicable to truth as to persons. 
That style is never a good style which calls attention 
away from the truth which it essays to present. 
Rhetoric and oratory are truly effective only when 
they are subordinate to the sentiment which they 
embody and emphasize. 


The number of unjust or worthless expressions of 
opinion would be very greatly reduced if the freedom 
with which people criticise men and things could only 
be brought into direct proportion to their ability to 
make such criticisms. It often happens that those who 
have the least right to express an opinion at all, on 
the particular subject under discussion, are the very 
ones who do express their opinions with the greatest 


522 | frequency and the utmost positiveness. Real knowl- 


edge is pretty sure to be far more discreet and modest 
than ignorance and superficiality ; so that it is not 
unlikely that, in order'to get an opinion from a com- 
petent authority, we must ask for it; while the 
undesired and unvalued opinion of one who knows 
little, is pretty sure to be freely proffered. Before 
we “say just what we think,” it is well to try to dis- 
cover whether our thought is a wise and true one, 
and whether its bestowal on others will do them any 
good. 


There is a lesson in the paradoxical motto of Sir 
Matthew Hale: “ We perish by permitted things ;” 
that is, that we may so use things, that are lawful 
and right, as to bring destruction upon our heads. 
“Tf, for instance,” says Canon Farrar in quoting this 
motto, “ we would heal the woes inflicted by intem- 
perance, let us beware that we are not perishing by 
permitted things. We shall not reclaim others from 
excess by going ourselves to the utmost verge of in- 
dulgence ; nor is it the boon companion who as a rule 
will rescue the drunkard from his fall.” And so it 
is in many indulgences which seem far more inno- 
cent: in social recreation, in physical exercise, in the 
choice of amusements, in reading and conversation, 
and in almost all the thousand employments of life. 
What is right in itself may not be right at a partic- 
ular time and place; and we should never forget 
that discretion and prudence should be added to 
whatever rigid rules of conduct we may establish on 
absolute principles of equity. If one is tempted to 
excuse a lack of discretion and wise choice, amount- 
ing to positive singlet him ponder on what Paul says 
about the regulation of ethical principles in accord- 
ance with times and circumstances, and expediency. 
It is never right to do wrong; but it may be said, as 
a converse, that it may be wrong to do that which 
in itself—if it could be considered in an abstract 
sense—is right, 


Faith is unworthy of its name if it staggers at 
any obstacles, or takes appearances and probabilities 
into account in its action. Faith must have some- 
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thing to rest on, but its basis is the word of Him who 
is trusted, not the sight of him who trusts, Abra- 
ham was not troubled by his knowledge of “the laws 
of nature,” when the Lord told him that he should 
have descendants by the myriad, although he was 
now childless, and beyond the possibility—humanly 
speaking—of having a child. “He believed God,” 
without regard to appearances. He was sure that he 
should have grandchildren, even if he should never 
have a child. When the Israelites saw the impassa- 
ble sea before them in one direction, and the impas- 
sable mountains in another, they were told to “go 
forward ;” and forward they went. They would 
have been lacking in faith if they had doubted 
God’s ability and readiness to enable them to pass 
the impassable. And so with all the faith-filled 
children of the father of the faithful, and with all 
who are of spiritual Israel, from those days until 
now. Insurmountable obstacles are no barrier to a 
believer’s progress. Did you never see a self-opening 
gate at the entrance to some private roadway in the 
country? It stands across the roadway as though it 
would absolutely forbid a passage. But if a team 
is driven resolutely toward it, the wheels of the car- 
riage strike the springs of the hidden platform below 
the roadway, and the gate swings open just in time 
to let through the man of faith. Had the driver 
doubted, and stopped short to see if his way was to 
be unhindered, the gate would have remained closed 
against him permanently. But when he moved on 
resolutely and in confidence, his faith prevailed, and 
the seeming barrier was no hindrance. These self- 
opening gates stand frequent across the path of duty. 
To all human appearance they are impassable. But 
if a child of God hears and heeds the Divine com- 
mand, “Go forward,” and pushes on resolutely, the 
wheels of faith shall press the ruts of the promises, 
and the forbidding gates shall “swing inward noise- 
lessly,” leaving the believer's way open and un- 
checked. ‘All things are possible to him that 
believeth.” 


THE ASSOCIATIONS OF TIME. 


Paul says, “One man esteemeth one day above 
another: another esteemeth every day alike.” And 
as to the relative advantage of the one plan or 
the other, Paul adds, “ Let every man be fully per- 
suaded in his own mind.” ‘This, however, touches 
merely the conscientious preference of days. “He 
that regardeth the day”—as above other days— 
“regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth 
not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it.” 
But he would be a strange man indeed—a man to 
be pitied if not to be condemned—whose heart recog- 
fiized no difference in days, however his conscience 
might forbid his reverencing one day above another 
for its sanctity. 

“There are some days that die not out, 
Nor alter by reflection’s power ; 
Whose converse calm, whose words devout, 
Forever rest, the spirit’s dower.” 

From the beginning God recognized the value to 
man of the associations of times and seasons. He 
directed that every seventh day in every man’s life- 
story should be remembered for its connection with 
God’s work of creation and God’s plans of grace. 
And from the beginning watil now there have clustered 
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associations about the weekly Sabbaths, which could 
not be ignored even by those whose consciences gave 
them no concern as to Sabbath-keeping. Saturday 
night brings a heart longing for rest, and a heart 
yearning for home joys, however the week may have 
been passed, or however hopeless is the desire for a 
Sabbath at home. And when the Lord led out his 
people from bondage, his command was that they 
should remember that night for all time to come, 
and should associate with it the thought of his 
redeeming love. And to this day—“ it is a night to 
be much observed unto the Lord for bringing them 
out from the land of Egypt: this is that night of the 
Lord to be observed of all the children of Israel in 
their generations.” Other days were linked with 
other associations in the plans of God for his chosen 
people ; and his most precious teachings for them 
were impressed by such associations of times and 
seasons, 

In the Christian church, where so much is made of 
the spirit, and so little of the form, the heart craves 
the associations of special seasons with the great 
events in the history of redemption. Christmas and 
Easter and Good Friday have a hold on the hearts 
of multitudes who do not feel bound in conscience to 
the order of the “church year.” As good Bishop 
De Schweinitz has said of the feeling of the simple- 
hearted Moravians on this point, so it might be said 
of many non-liturgical Christians: “They believe 
that such occasions have the sanction of antiquity, 
satisfy a strong desire of Christian consciousness, and 
are productive of great spiritual good. Indeed, so 
thoroughly imbued are they with a festival spirit, in 
view of certain days in their own history which they 
solemnly keep, that they would have been con- 
strained, if the ecclesiastical feasts did not exist, to 
establish among themselves a commemoration of the 
leading events in Christ’s life.” Whose heart is not 
the warmer toward both his God and his fellows in 
the season which brings its memories of God’s gift 
of gifts to man? Who does not feel that Jesus is 
somehow nearer to the children of men when all the 
world is commemorating his birth as the Babe of 
Bethlehem ? 


“?Tis ever so since love broke through, 
And down the widening spaces flew : 
That blessed year 
Our Lord eame near ; 
For him swung back the starry bound ; 
Deepened far up the great profound ; 
All heaven swept outward at his birth, 
And naught was narrow but the earth! 


Now evermore he stands, and waits 
Some lifting of these lower gates ; 

But once a year 

He waits more near :— 
Shall the blest door be thrown so wide, 
And only we the entrance hide? 
Unbar all hearts, make room within, 
And let the holy Christmas in!” 


Outside of the church there are festival and holi- 


day seasons rich with associations which accumulate 
in the passing years. The nation has its Independence 
Day, its Washington’s Birthday, its Guy Fawkes Day, 
its Queen’s Birthday. There are the local festivals of 
Forefathers’ Day, of Memorial Day, of Founders’ 
Day, of Alumni Day. There are the Centennial and 
the Bicentennial and the Quincentennial and the 
Millennial celebrations of the birthdays of individu- 
als or of communities, or of important historical 
events. And the lessons of the lives or of the inci- 
dents thus signalized receive a power over the present 
from the associations of the days which commemo- 
rate them, which would otherwise be impossible. 
Indeed, without these anniversary or memorial days, 
with their impressing associations, our lives would 
lose much that goes to inspire and ennoble us in our 
best motives and actions. It is true in more senses 
than one that «to everything there is a season, and 
a time to every purpose under heaven,”—to all holy 
teachings, to all pure desires, and to all sacred out- 
reachings of the soul. 





individuals that the associations of times and seasons 
have a power not so often recognized and appreciated 
as is to be desired. And it is just here that these 
associations are most potent and most precious when 
recognized. Thanksgiving Day in one part of the 
country, and Christmas in another, is made a home 
festival, apart from or in addition to its religious 
character,—the day of all days for the reunion of 
scattered families, and the interchange of home affec- 
tions. By this means the associations of that season 
in the passing years become most effective in quick- 
ening the tender memories of parents and children, 
of brothers and sisters, and of keeping fresh or of 
reviving their warmest love for one another. Then 
again the wedding day of the parents, and the birth- 
day of each member of the family, is in its turn a 
household festival. This is not so common a case as 
it should be. There is a gain to all in this remem- 
bering and observing the marked days in the life of 
those whom we love. There are thoughtful and 
warm-hearted” persons, who, on their little book 
of Daily Texts, keep the record of these golden 
days of all in their family circle, or in the circle 
of their inner friendship, and are sure to send 
some reminder of their unchanged affection to 
each dear one on the recurrence of the anniversary 


which brings that one to special remembrance. And 
there are. teachers in the Sunday-school who see to it 
that every scholar of their class knows and bears in 
mind the birthday of every other scholar; and that 
on his or her birthday each scholar is the object 
of loving thought and of special prayer, to all, for 
that day. Who can doubt the added power of the 
associations of these anniversary seasons with each 
succeeding year, when by such means the anniversa- 
ries are made impressive, and are shown to be 
precious to others? The associations of time multi- 
ply in this way. Whoever keeps a record of days 
to be observed for others will find that the wedding 
day of one friend is the birthday of another ; or the 
day of one loved one’s birth is the day of another’s 
death. And so it will come to pass that a single 
day shall have manifold memories Of joy, or mingled 
memories of joy and sorrow, until it has become a 
sacred Sabbath of Sabbaths to the heart. 
But there are anniversary times to all of us which 
are peculiarly our own; which mark our individual 
experiences—experiences which others cannot enter 
into or fully understand even ifthey know about them. 
Each “heart knoweth his own bitterness; and a 
stranger doth not intermeddle with his joy.” The 
return of these anniversaries sometimes so floods the 
soul with the associations of “the days that are no 
more,” that we find ourselves living apart from the 
present ; living with loved ones who are gone; living 
amid scenes that have now no reality on earth, but 
which seem to us for the time to be more real than 
all reality. It may be that these anniversaries are 
of dark and sad experiences ; of some great bereave- 
ment, of some bitter disappointment, of some crisis 
of battle or imprisonment or disease, or of some trial 
severer than any that death could bring. But it is 
certainly more in accordance with the Christian 
heart to dwell on the memories of the brighter days 
of the past ; of the beginnings of this life of joy, of 
the delights of a life that could not be continued to 
us, of the day when a mutual pledge of faith was 
given by two who have since been one, of a reunion 
with loved ones after a dreary absence, of the win- 
ning of some edelweiss treasure on an Alpine summit 
of. privilege, or of some rare experience of happiness 
which must ever be remembered as utterly excep- 
tional :— 
“Oh! there are golden moments if men’s lives, 

Sudden, unlooked for, as the little clouds 

All gold, which suddenly illume the gates 

Of the lost sun, 

Oh, pray for them! They bring 

No increase like the gain of sun and showers, 

Only a moment’s brightness to the earth, 

Only a moment’s gleam in common life, 

Yet who would change them for the wealth of worlds?” 


when they have come and gone remember them ; and 
let the associations of their anniversary returns re- 
new both your gladness and your gratitude. 


“ The holiest of all holidays are those 

Kept by ourselves in silence and apart— 
The secret anniversaries of the heart, 

When the full river of feeling overflows— 

The happy days unclouded to their close, 
The sudden joys that out of darkness start, 
As flames from ashes; swift desires that dart 

Like swallows singing down each wind that blows! 
White as the gleam of a receding sail, 

White as a cloud that floats and fades in air, 
White as the whitest lily on a stream, 
These tender memories are; a fairy tale 

Of some enchanted land we know not where, 
But lovely as a landscape in a dream.” 


One of the latest works of the saintly Miss Haver- 
gal was a little book called Red Letter Days, to 
aid in making useful the associations of times and 
seasons in one’s Christian life and experiences. On 
one page is an arrangement of Bible texts and selec- 
tions from Miss Havergal’s own poems, for one day 
after another as noted. On the page opposite are 
blanks, under the dates of corresponding days, for 
the entry of incidents and experiences worthy of 
remembrance and future considering. It would be 
well it every believer had some such help to the 
impressing of fitting associations with the times and 
seasons as they come and go. 


“No valley-life, but hath some mountain days, 

Bright summits in the retrospective view, 

And toil-won passes to glad prospects new,— 
Fair sunlit memories of joy and praise. 
Here then inscribe them,—each ‘ red letter day !’ 
Forget not all the sunshine of the way 
By which the Lord hath led thee; answered prayers 
And joys unasked, strange blessings, lifted cares, 
Grand promise-echoes! Thus each page shall be 
A record of God’s love and faithfulness to thee!” 


WORKING FOR POSTERITY. 


There is a right way of looking at the duty and 
pleasure of working for the benefit of the men and 
women who are to live in the years to come; and 
there is a wrong way. The wrong way is the one 
which is too often followed. 
For instance, a great many people who have failed 
to do anything, in their chosen line of work, which 
benefits their fellow-men now, console themselves 
with the reflection that future years will somehow or 
other correct their present apparent failure, and give 
them that posthumous renown which shall put to 
shame the cruel neglect of their contemporaries. Who 
does not know some would-be poet, or unsuccessful 
artist, or enthusiastic inventor, or pretentious essayist, 
or ambitious preacher, who is quite sure that he lives 
in a world which lacks the ability or the honesty to 
comprehend his genius, and which, therefore, he must 
endure for a season, while he waits for posterity to 
enshrine his work in some lofty niche of fame? In 
a word,a great many workers think that because 
they are not appreciated now, they must be in the 
future, if there is to be any justice in the estimates 
of the wiser and better generations which are to fol- 
low us. They never for a moment stop to think that 
perhaps the current opinion concerning themselves 
and their achievements is the correct opinion. Their 
assumption is founded in an egotism so lofty that it 
does not hesitate to set itself against the conclusions 
of better and wiser people, nor does it seek to profit 
by the picture of itself which it sees reflected back 
from the world in which it lives. And so it is, in 
almost every department of human work, that so 
many persons wind themselves in a sort of self-made 
shroud, and lay themselves away as choice mummies 
for future antiquarians to recognize and admire. 
This sort of working for posterity is plainly a very 
different thing from that strong and serene trust 
which is felt by the man who is simply trying to do 
his present duty, independent of the effect which it 
may bring in the line of contemporary admiration 
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one,—a failure from wrong motive, or misapplied 
force, or inherent inability—is never going to be 
transmuted, by any refining process of years to come, 
into a bright success. The men whom the future 
will recognize and revere are the men who are now 
doing their duty; not those who are failing to do 
their duty, and consoling themselves with thoughts 
of posthumous compensation. No man ever suc- 
ceeded in winning the applause of the following 
centuries by deliberately setting to work to win that 
applause. There is a deep and noble unconscious- 
ness in all the great achievements of the world. The 
saints and martyrs of religious history ; the inventors 
and discoverers whose figures are landmarks in the 
progress of the human intellect; the “workers for 
God ” whose ashes are dear to the very earth which 
enfolds them,—were not the men and women who, in 
their day, indulged in fretful complaining over lack 
of appreciation on the part of their . fellows, or 
who shaped their conduct of life with a future 
reputation in view. They were content to do 
right ; they knew that God saw them and their 
deeds, and that his approval was enough, whether 
or not men present or to come should bestow their 
commendation, or so much as know that such com- 
mendation was deserved. Those who really are 
working for posterity, are those who are trying to 
do just what is right, and are not always seeking for 
the conspicuous or the commanding. If we would 
bless those whose footsteps are to fall on the soil 
we have trod, we must try to discover what God 
wants of us to-day, and then seek to obey his will. 
Perhaps our fellows will therefore praise us for our 
actions; perhaps those actions will not be recognized 
until we have gone to the other world; perhaps they 
will neyer be known on earth. But of one thing we 
may be quite sure: that if we work for our own 
reputation, present or to come, or even if we follow 
our personal conclusions as to what God ought to 
want us to do for posterity, instead of striving to do 
just what the eternal Father does ask of us, we 
shall surely miss the recognition we crave, and the 
good we would accomplish, and the divine approval 
which is the only true reward. 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


It is not to be expected that all the questions which 
have perplexed the world for centuries concerning the 
early history of man as recorded in the Book of Genesis, 
will be settled in the present study of that book in the 
International lesson course. But it may be hoped that 
a great many reverent students of the Bible will now 
learn afresh how firm and undisturbed the sacred text 
stands in its every statement, and in its every intimation, 
as viewed in the light of the most thorough and searching 
scientific investigation of modern times, There are 
trembling doubters who have the idea that some of the 
disclosures of modern science have impaired the accuracy 
of the narrative in Genesis, of creation and of man’s 
beginning and progress. And there are other timid souls 
who are half afraid to inquire what modern science has 
disclosed, or claimed to have shown, lest their faith in 
the Bible story should be shaken thereby. To both these 
classes there is a gain in looking squarely at the fact that 
every discovery which has been made by science has 
tended to confirm the absolute and literal accuracy of the 
Bible narrative. And there is a further gain in knowing 
that even if many of the unproven theories of modern 
scientists were shown to be true, they would be found in 
no conflict with the sacred text. This latter view of the 
case does not bring a Bible student to accept the unproven 
theory, nor does it incline him toward it: it simply puts 
him into a restful state concerning its discussion and 
investigation by others. His say to the scientists is: “Go 
on, gentlemen, with your investigations. Whichever 
way they turn out, they cannot impairthe Biblestory.” Is 
not that a better way than the one pursued by the Romish 
authories who punished Galileo for his proof of a theory 
which they thought was in conflict with the Bible record, 
but which we of modern times (the Rev. John Jasper 
excepted) snow not to be so. 

Take, for example, this theory of evolution, or devel- 
opment, through natural selection, in the survival of the 
fittest, as the order of creation—formally presented by 
Mr. Darwin twenty years ago. It is a theory yet un- 
proven, Many acientific men deny that it has even any 





probability in the facts disclosed as its basis. Now, while 
this theory is in discussion by scientists, what shall be 
the attitude of undoubting believers in the Bible narra- 
tive of creation? Shall they say that the new theory is 
in irreconcilable conflict with the inspired story? That 
is a question better answered by those who know some- 
thing of both the Bible and science than by those who 
know very little about either. Soon after Mr. Darwin’s 
book, “The Origin of Species,” appeared, the writer of 
this note was walking the corridors of the Smithsonian 
Institute with Professor Joseph Henry, whose place as a 
scientist was not more doubtful than the simplicity and 
sincerity of his Christian faith. The writer spoke con- 
temptuously of the Darwinian theory, and of its obvious 
conflict with the Scriptures. Professor Henry’s gentle 
reply was, in substance: “ Well, I have not given Mr. 
Darwin’s theory sufficient study to justify meinan opinion 
whether it is to be accepted or not. But I do not hesi- 
tate to say, that if his theory should be found a correct 
one, I see nothing in the Bible declarations that are not 
fairly reconcilable with it.’ That testimony of the 
Christian scientist did not incline the writer to the evolu- 
tion theory—nor would Professor Henry’ have wished it 
to do so—but it suggested to him that he need not deny 
a hearing to the Darwinian theory, because of its supposed 
unmistakable conflict with the inspired record. 

Here is just the position occupied by The Sunday School 
Times, in the liberty allowed by it to its corps of Bible 
critics, and other contributors. Here is the position 
voluntarily taken by the best informed of all these writers. 
No question of the absolute and complete inspiration of 
the Scriptures, or of the literal accuracy of all the state- 
ments in both the Old Testament and the New, is per- 
mitted to any writer in the columns of The Sunday School 
Times. Nor is any writer here permitted to proclaim any 
doctrine at varjance with the fundamental evangelical 
beliefs of the Christian Church; for every one having a 
part in the conduct of this paper is in agreement with 
those beliefs. In the current notes on Genesis, the Rev. 
Dr. Chambers has taken occasion to say—as within these 
limits—that there is nothing in the Bible text which for- 
bids the admission of the evolution theory, as applicable 
to the formation of man’s body; or, again, of the theory 
of the limited area of the deluge. In saying this, Dr. 
Chambers has given no intimation of his leaning toward 
either of those theories. He has simply suggested that 
their examinationgis free to any one without the fear of 
destroying belief in the Bible. But this kind of liberality 
seems 80 foreign to the habit of some of our contempo- 
raries that they are actually asking if The Sunday School 
Times is to become an advocate of the evolution theory. 
Many of our readers, on the other hand, are quickened 
to fair inquiry on all the subjects involved in these dis- 
cussions. Among these, a well-known clergyman, of 
South Carolina, writes as follows : 

At the close of Dr. Chambers’s Critical Notes on Lesson 4 
occur the following sentences: “ All the races which have made 
their mark in any sphere of human progress are to be traced 
back to the three men who came out of the ark. Among their 
descendants is movement, growth, development in every 
direction, while beyond them is only stagnation and monotony, 
a cycle of Cathay;” on which two questions were asked me, 
by one of our teachers, that I could not answer, and I refer 
them to you, tobe replied to in The Times, if you see fit, namely: 
First, What races are they who are not to be traced back to 
the three men who came out of the ark? Second, What is a 
“cycle of Cathay”? I find the expression in “ Locksley 
Hall,” but am ignorant of its origin and its precise meaning. 

It will be seen by the words quoted from Dr. Cham- 
bers that he does not say, nor does he intimate, that there 
are races of men who did not descend from the three 
sons of Noah. His assertion is, that wherever there are 
“races which have made their mark in any sphere of 
human progress,” those races may be clearly traced back 
—beyond the disputes of modern ethnologists—to one of 
the sons of Noah. His intimation is, that even if it 
should be found true, assome scholars have claimed, that the 
descendants of Cain peopled China, and were not involved 
in the Deluge, the contrast between those who shared 
God’s peculiar blessing on Noah and his descendants, and 
those who had no part in it, would stand out in notable 
prominence. Ingiving this intimation, Dr. Chambers by 
no means showed any acceptance of, or preference for, the 
theory that the Chinese were of a race not reached by 
the Deluge. 

Cathay, or Kathay, is the name by which China was | 
known in Europe prior to the sixteenth century, and } 
by which it is still known to many of the nations in 
Asia and eastern Europe, including Russia and Persia. 
“ A cycle of Cathay” is a poetic phrase for a completed 
age, an eon of Chinese history. It isin this sense that 
it is used by Tennyson when he says: 





* Better fifty years ef Europe than a cycle of Cathay,” 
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RESPITE. 
BY SAMUEL W. DUFFIELD. 


I do remember me that I have seen 
Deep in the woods, one sultry summer day, 

A glittering golden bird—a single ray 

Of heavenly glory full against the green. 

It came, I scarce knew whence, and then, between 
Thick-woven branches, flashed itself away 
Ere I could charm it in my sight to stay, 

Wayward and swift as some new, crownéd queen. 

So, in my darkest hours a thought of light 
Springs in, I know not how, and tarries there ; 

My heart is lifted and my soul is bright ; 

I find relief and respite from my care ;— 

But, with a sudden wing it takes its flight, 

And I sit, wondering, in praise and prayer. 








THE CORNER-STONE. 


BY CHANCELLOR HOWARD CROSBY, D.D., LL.D. 

In Psalm 118: 22 we read, “ The stone which the 
builders refused is become the head stone of the corner” 
(Heb. rosh piniiah). This, as quoted four times in 
the New Testament, is in Greek xeoa?? yuviac (kephale 


gonias). In Isaiah 28:16 we read, “ Bebold, I lay in 
Zion, for a foundatioa, a stone, a tried stone, a precious 
corner-stone (Heb. pinnah), a sure.foundation.” In1 Peter 
2:6 we see this prophecy of Isaiah thus repeated, “ Be- 
hold, I lay in Zion a chief corner-stone (Gk, axpoywridor), 
“elect, precious.” In Ephesians 2: 20 we find, with evi- 
dent reference to the Isaiah passage, “‘ built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner-stone.” From these 
passages, the word “corner-stone”’ has become common 
in all languages to designate the most important stone in 
an edifice, and it is applied to our Lord Jesus as the 
foundation stone of his church. But is there such a 
stone in architecture as a corner-stone? And does a 
corner-stone, or a stone at a corner of the foundation, 
uphold the building? Even all four corner-stones do 
not uphold the building. Take them away, and only the 
corners of the building will fall. Now to call our Lord 
a or the corner-stone, when every building would have 
four corner-stones, seems strange, and the strangeness is 
increased when we know that only a small part of the 
building rests on the corner-stones. Is not the whole 
notice of the corner-stone, and are not all the corner- 
stone celebrations, the result of an original misconcep- 
tion of the Old Testament idea? The Hebrew word 
“pinnah ” undoubtedly means “ corner,” and so we have 
the four corners of the house (Job 1: 19), and the four 
corners of the settle of the altar (Ezek. 45:19), the 
corner-gate (2 Kings 14: 13), ete. 

But “ pinnah ” means more than corner. It is derived 
from the root’ panan (see the Arabic), which means to 
“separate,” and it is applied not only to the separating 
place between two sides of a building, but also to the 
separating place at the bottom of the building, and if the 
building is built on a rock, then the rock is the “ pin- 
nah,” that which is found at the extremity of the build- 
ing downwards. 

The word in this sense came to be applied to rulers, as 
in 1 Samuel 14: 38: “ Draw near, ye corners (chief) of 
the people,” and Zechariah 10:4: “Out of him came 
forth the corner.” There was nothing in a corner of a 
building that would suggest a likeness to a king or ruler, 
but the rock-foundation on which the building rested 
would be full of suggestion. The king or ruler would 
be the prop or support of his people, the one on whom 
they firmly rested. 

Now it is in this sense the word is applied to Christ in 
Isaiah 28: 16. Notice how the foundation idea is empha- 
sized: “ Behold I lay in Zion for a foundation, a stone, a 
tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a sure foundation 
(this last phrase in Hebrew is still ntore emphatic, 
namely, “a foundation, a foundation”). The stone, the 
tried stone is called a precious (or costly) “corner,” the 
“stone” after “corner” not appearing in the Hebrew. 
This “corner” (Heb. pinnah) is the foundation, the foun- 
dgtion {the common Hebrew emphatic repetition]. 

The interpretation of this prophecy is this, then, that 
God will lay, as the great rock on which he will build 
his church, the Lord Jesus Christ, on whom (as Eph. 
2: 20 shows) apostles and prophets are the lowest tier of 
stones, they the foundation and he “the foundation, the 
foundation,” or the sub-foundation, the foundation rock. 
The passage in Psalm 118: 22, evidently has reference 
to the Moriah rock, which was an ugly hog’s back rock, 
separated from Jerusalem by a valley (as late examina- 
tions have proved) four hundred feet wide and one 
hundred feet deep, This Moriah rock the original 


builders of Jerusalem refused as unfit to build a city on, 
but God selected it as the ros) pinnah oy primal foundas 
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tion of his CARY That ety pail was cut oak comiile 
and the temple stones fitted to it, So was Christ wounded 
and bruised, in order that the church of God, as a living 
temple, might be built on him. That Moriah, rejected 
of men, but chosen by God, was with its temple, a type 
of Christ and his church, 

Rosh pinnah, translated “head of the corner,” is the 
beginning or first of the “ pinnah,” whatever that may | 
be; andif weare right in our view of “ pinnah,” then it | 
means here the “ beginning of the foundation.” 

The Greek xeoad) ywviac and axpoywrraiov have been the 
translations that have led the mind astray. And yet 
axpoywvduev, Which is a made-up word for the occasion, 
occurring nowhere else, might be interpreted “that 
which is found at the extremity of the corner.” 

Surely this view of the great Moriah rock*, rejected of 
men, and chosen of God, as representing the Lord Jesus 
bruised and wounded for us, on whom we are built, with 
apostles and prophets as the first courses of the edifice, 
in the eternal temple of God, is far more satisfactory 
than the old and vague notion of a corner-stone. 


A CALL TO BELIEVERS. 


BY DWIGHT L, MOODY. 


A convocation for praytr, and to wait upon the Lord for 
a new enduement of power from on high, at North- 
field, Massachusetts, from September 1 to 10, 1880. 

Grateful as all Christians should be, and are, for the 
revival of interest in the study of God’s word,—manifest 
in many quarters,—and for the increase of personal and 
consecrated activity on the part of multitudes of laymen 
and women, there yet remains a profound sense of a still 
deeper need among us, namely, a fresh enduement of 
power from on high. 

Without the presence of the Holy Spirit,—whose mis- 
sion it is convince, convict, and convert men, by giving 
power to the preached word and sanctifying and making 
potent personal effort for the salvation of men,—the 
gospel of the blessed God itself may become, in a meas- 
ure, a dead letter, and all Christian effort nothing more 
than the energy of the flesh. 

It is Christ’s presence in the gospel, by the Spirit, that 
makes it a living seed, and energizes it in the hearts and 
consciences of those who read and hear it. We may 
preach and teach the word, but he only can open the 
hearts of men to receive it; he only can make the word 
“ quick and powerful ”—living, and full of energy ; and 
it is his presence only in and upon believers which can 
enable them to do those “mighty works” which he 
promised they should do when he went away. 

Therefore it was at his command that they tarried at 
Jerusalem, until they were endued with power from on high 
by the coming of the Holy Spirit ; not in them as a liv- 
ing presence (for that they had), but upon them as an 
anointing power; so that when they preached and testi- 
fied the gospel, it was, as Paul said of his preaching, 
“not in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy 
Ghost, and in much assurance” (1 Thess,1: 5), And 
therefore “they had favor with all the people, and the 
Lord added unto the church daily.” 

It is not only more knowledge and personal activity 
that we need in the ministry and among the laity, but 
the presence upon us and with us of the Holy Ghost, 
For he only can take the things of Christ and show them 
to us and by us to the world, It is, also, only by his 
presence in us and upon us, sanctifying our lives, that 
“we commend ourselves to every man’s conscience in the 
sight of God,” as living examples and illustrations of the 
saving and transforming power of the gospel. 

Are we not at ease in Zion? Has not the church, both 
in the ministry and laity, lost that communion with God 
which is the condition of power with men? Are we not 
substituting outward appliances for inward life? In vain 
do we take the ark to battle unless the Lord himself go 
up with us. In vain is our learning and all our multi- 
plied machinery if the Spirit of God is not present in 
power in the church. 

Are we not too much engaged with questions of “ mint 
and anise and cummin,” when we should be on our faces 
mourning over our spiritual poverty, and seeking new 
power from God with which to do our Master's work 
among men? 

Feeling deeply this great need, and believing that it is 
in reserve for all who honestly seek it, a gathering is 
hereby called to meet in Northfield, Massachusetts, from 
September 1 to 10, inclusive, the object of which is not 
so much to study the Bible (though the Scriptures will 
be searched daily for instruction and promises) as for 
solemn self-consecration, and to plead God’s promises, 
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ay to wait upon him for a fresh anointing of power 
from on high. 

Not a few of God’s chosen servants from our own land 
and from over the sea will be present to join with us in 
prayer and council. 

All ministers and Jaymen, and those women who are 
fellow-helpers and laborers together with us in the king- 
dom and patience of our Lord Jesus Christ—and, indeed, | 
all Christians who are hungering for intimate fellowship | 
with God, and for power to do his work,—are most | 
cordially invited to assemble with us. Accommodations | 
will be provided for all who may come. The‘ expense of | 
entertainment will, in no case, exceed one dollar per day. | 
It is desirable that those who purpose meeting with us | 
should send their names in not later than August 20, to 
insure accommodation. | 

It is to be hoped that those Christians whose hearts aré | 
united with us in desire for this new enduement of power, 
but who cannot be present in the body, will send us salu- 
tation and greeting by letter, that there may be concert 
of prayer with them throughout the land during these 
days of waiting. 

Notice of intention to be present, and all letters of in- 
quiry and fellowship, should be addressed to D. L. Moody, 
Northfield, Massachusetts. 





FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


— ee 


HOW JIMMY LANE WENT TO THE 
MASS MEETING. 


BY MINNIE B, FENWICK, 


“Tis just real mean,” muttered Jimmy, as he sat in the 
doorway eating a big piece of bread and ‘butter, “I guess 
I can understand speakin,’ too; and I want to go to the 
mass meeting.” 

After Jimmy had finished his “ piece,” he threw away 
the crust and wandered off toward the road. 

“ T’ll see the Clear Creek procession pass by, anyway,” 
he said. He had scarcely seated himself upon the top 
rail of the fence when he heard the sound of the drum 





and fife. When he stood up he could see the fiags and 
banners, and the ladies all dressed in white. The mar- 
shal came riding ahead with a red sash tied around his 
waist. Jimmy’s eyes opened wider dd wider, and his 
heart sank lower and lower. 

“Tt is real mean in father and mother to go and leave 
me,” he said again. 

“ Hello, Jim, what are you doing up there? Get down 
and come along with us,” cried Bill Jones, who was 
riding in the last wagon with a crowd of men and 
boys. 

This was too much for Jimmy, he jumped down and 
climbed into the wagon. 

“T’ll ride a little ways with you; Henry thinks I’ve 
gone to the upper field to weed the turnips, and will 
never know I’ve been away.” 

“T run off. I expect pa will thrash me when I get 
home, but what is that to a day’s fun,” said Bill. 

‘‘T’'d like to see the soldiers a marchin’, and hear the 
music,” said Jimmy. 

“Well, come right along. You’re big enough to take 
care of yourself. They’re goin’ to have a whole ox 
roasted, and some real Indians, with sure-enough toma- 
hawks ; and just see here!” Bill pulled from his pocket 
a bright silver dollar, “I’ve got all this to spend, and 
we'll have some fun.” 

Jimmy felt some twinges of conscience as he thought 
of his mother’s good-bye kiss ; and how she had told him 
to be a good boy, and she would bring him something 
nice; but the thought of Bill’s silver dollar, the soldiers, 
and the real Indians with sure-enough tomahawks, de- 
cided him to go. 

When they reached the city the streets were crowded 
with wagons and carriages, and the sidewalks were 
thronged with people. A man with a hand-organ and a 
monkey attracted Jimmy’s attention. He jumped out of 
the wagon to get a better look at the monkey, and as they 
walked away he joined the crowd of men and boys that 
followed them. The monkey was dressed in yellow 


trousers and a scarlet coat, and would make a very grace- | 
ful bow as he took off his hat to pass it around for the | 
pennies. Jimmy was sorry that he had nothing to put | 
in the hat, and thought he would run back and tell Bill | 
about it, as he had just gone to get his dollar changed; | 


but he had gone farther than he thought, and he could 
not find his way back. 

The procession formed ; the soldiers and the Indians | 
passed through the streets; but Jimmy was so busy look- | 





Ty That the word Even | can mean roc k, see Genesis 49; 4, where God is 
called the Eben Israel, “ rock of Israel.” 


ing for Bill and the wagon that he did not stop to look | 
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at them. When he saw the great crowd move off toward 
the fair ground, he sat down upon the sidewalk and felt 
very much like crying. 

“T'll go back home,” he said, “and I’ll tell Henry that 
—that—well, I’ll think of something to tell Henry, 
so father and mother won’t know that I’ve been 
here.” 

So Jimmy, tired and hungry, set out for home. . He 
had walked for a long time, and thought he must be 
| almost home, when he noticed a little white cottage by 
the road-side, in front of which was a beautiful flower- 
| garden. 

“ Why,” he thought, “I never saw this place before,— 
and those big trees. Oh dear! I wonder if this is the 
wrong road?” 

Jimmy felt his heart grow very heavy, and a great 
lump come into his throat. 

“Tll go into that pretty house and ask if this is the 
Clear Creek road,” 

An old lady, with a sweet face peeping out from her 
Quaker cap, met him at the door. 

“What does thee want, my son?” she said, when she 
saw Jimmy’s eyes fill with tears. 

“Ts this the Clear Creek road?” 

“No, Clear Creek is on the other side of the town. 
This is not the right road for thee.” 

The tears rolled down Jimmy’s cheeks now. ‘“ What 
is the matter with thee?” asked the old lady, kindly. 

“Tm so tired and hungry, and I want to go home,” 
sobbed Jimmy. 

“Come right in and I’ll give thee something to eat.” 

While Jimmy was eating his lunch he told the good 
lady how he had run off and got lost. 

“ Ah, thou seest that it does not do to disobey God.” 

“I did not disobey God. It was father who told me to 
stay at home.” 

“Yes, but he has said to all children ‘ obey your parents,’ 
and he has been watching thee all day. When Matthew 
comes home he will hitch up the wagon and take thee home. 
Thy mother will be grieved when she comes home and 
finds thee gone.” 

It was almost dark when Jimmy and Matthew Hale, 
the good old Quaker, stopped at Mr. Lane’s gate. The 
family were overjoyed and all ran out to meet them, for 
they had been alarmed lest something dreadful had hap- 
pened to Jimmy. They were sorry when they learned 
what a disobedient boy he had been; but he was so peni- 
tent and begged so hard to be forgiven that his father 
thought he had had punishment enough. 

When he went up to his room he found a nice new suit 
of clothes on the bed. On a card, which was pinned to 
them, was written these words, “‘For Jimmy, because he 
was a good boy, and stayed at home from the mass meet- 
ing.” 

Jimmy begged his mother to take them back, because 
he did not deserve them, but she said, “‘ No, I have for- 
given you and you may keep them, but you must ask God 
to forgive you or he will notgive you his best gift,—aclear 
conscience.” 


CONCERT EXERCISE. 


——— 


BIBLE SACRIFICES.* 

Lesson motto : 

“THE LORD HATH PREPARED A SACRIFICE,” 
Singing : 

“How helpless guilty nature lies,” 
I, THE UNIVERSAL NEED. 

Superintendent: What, according to the Scriptures, is 

the condition of all men? 
First class : 

All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God 

(Rom. 3 : 23). 
Second class : 


They are all gone out of the way, they are together become 
unprofitable ; there is none that doeth good, no, not one (Rom. 
3:12). 





Third class: 


All we like sheep have gone astray ; we have turned every 
one to his own way (Isa. 53 : 6). 


| Fourth class : 
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us (1 John 1: 8), 


If, then, we are to be saved, our sins 
must be forgiven, What is said in Hebrews to be 
essential to the forgiveness of sins? 

School : 

| Without shedding of blood is no remission (Heb. 9 : 22). 


+ Siapersntoneient ; What reason does God give for this? 


| Superinte ndent : 


~e'This exercise is = 
| dress John D, Wattles, Publisher, 7: 


nted in pamphlet form at $2.00 per hundred. Ad- 
25 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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School : 
The life of the flesh is in the blood; and I have given it to 


ou upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it 
is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul (Lev. 17 : 11). 


Il. EARLY RECOGNITIONS OF THE NEED. 


Superintendent : What is the first offering recorded in the 
Bible? 


Sehool : 


Cain brought of the fruit of the ground‘an offering unto the 
Lord (Gen. 4 : 3). 


Superintendent : And what the first sacrifice ? 
School . 


Abel . . . brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the 
fat thereof (Gen. 4: 4). 


Superintendent: What distinction did the Lord make 
between these two? 


School : 


The Lord had respect unto Abel and to his offering: but unto 
Cain and to his offering he had not respect (Gen. 4 : 4, 5). 


Superintendent : Whatreason for this is given in Hebrews? 
School: 


By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice 
than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, 
God testifying of his gifts (Heb. 11 : 4). 


Superintendent : What was Noah’s first act of worship 
when he came out of the ark? 


School : 


Noah builded an altar unto the Lord; and took of every 
clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offer- 
ings on the altar (Gen. 8 : 20). 


Superintendent : How did the Lord receive his sacrifice? 
School : 


The Lord smelled a sweet savour; and the Lord said in his 
heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man’s 
sake; for the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his 
youth ;: neither will I again smite any more every thing living, 
as I have done. While the earth remaineth, seedtime and har- 
vest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and 
night shall not cease (Gen. 8 : 21, 22). 


Superintendent : What instance is there in the Old Testa- 
ment of God asking human life in sacrifice ? 


School : 


It came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abra- 
ham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, here 
fam. And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, 
whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and 
offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains 
which I will tell thee of (Gen. 22: 1, 2). 


Superintendent: What answer did Abraham make to 
Isaac’s question by the way, which seems to imply 
that he expected that God would provide a sub- 
stitute ? 


School : 


Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for 
a burnt offering (Gen. 22 : 7). 


Superintendent : When there seemed to be no substitute, 
what did Abraham do? 


School : 


Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay 
his son (Gen. 22: 10). 


Superintendent : What then ? 
School : 


The angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, and 
said, . . . Lay not thine hand upon the lad (Gen. 22 : 11, 12). 


Superintendent : What substitute for Isaac was provided ? 
School : 


Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind 
him a ram caught in a thicket af his horns: and Abraham went 
and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in 
the stead of his son (Gen. 22 : 13). 


Superintendent: What passage in the New Testament 
seems to suggest that the offering and deliverance of 
Isaac was typical of the death and resurrection of 
the only begotten Son of God? 


School : . 


ay faith Abraham, when he was‘tried, offered up Isaae: and 
he that received the promise offered up his only begotten son, 
- .. accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from 
the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure 
(Heb. 11 : 17, 19). 


Ifl, THE TYPICAL SACRIFICES OF THE LAW. 


Superintendent: Under the law of God, as taught by 
Moses, what ceremony in the offering of, burnt offer- 


ings made the idea of substitution familiar to the 
worshiper ? 


School : 


If any man of you ese, Se offering unto the Lord, . . . let 
him offer a male without blemish... . And he shall put his 
hand upon the head of the burnt offering; and it shall be 
accepted for him to make atonement for him (Lev. 1: 2-4), 


Superintendent: What ceremony in the sin offering for 
the whole congregation taught the same truth? 
School : 


The congregation shall offer a young bullock for the sin, 
and bring him before the tabernacle of the congregation. And 
the elders of the congregation shall lay their hands upon the 
head of the bullock before the Lord ; and the bullock shall be 
killed before the Lord. ... And the priest shall make an 


ao for them, and it shall be forgiven them (Lev. 4: 14, 
» 20). 
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: What regulation regarding the trespass 
offering shows that repentance was demanded of the 
sinner in connection with sacrifice ? 


School : 


If asoul sin, and commit a trespass against the Lord, and lie 
unto his neighbour in that which was delivered him to keep, or 
in fellowship, or in a thing taken away by violence or hath 
deceived his neighbour: .. . then it shall be, because he hath 
sinned and is guilty, that he shall restore . . . the thing which 
he hath deceitfull gotten ... And he shall bring his trespass 
offering unto the Lewd, a ram without blemish out of the flock : 

. and the priest shall make an atonement for him before the 
Lord : and it shall be forgiven him for any thing of all that he 
hath done in trespassing therein (Lev. 6: 2, 4, 6, 7). 


Superintendent : What special direction was given as to 
the sacrifice, by the high-priest, of the goat of sin 
offering on the day of atonement ? 

School : 

Then shall he kill the goat of the sin offering, that is for the 
eople, and bring his blood within the vail, . . . and sprinkle 
it upon the mercy seat, and before the mercy seat: and he shall 
make an atonement for the holy place, because of the unclean- 


ness of the children of Israel, and because of their transgres- 
sions in all their sins (Lev. 16: 15, 16). 


Superintendent : How was the forgiveness of sins to be 
symbolized in the treatment of the scape-goat ? 
School: 

Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live 
goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the children of 
Israel, and all their transgressions in all their sins, putting 
them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him away b 
the hand of a fit man into the wilderness: and the goat shall 


bear upon him all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited 
(Lev. 16: 2@ 22). 


Superintendent: At what intervals was the day of atone- 
ment to be observed ? 


School : 


This shall be an everlasting statute unto you, to make an 
atonement for the children of Israel for all their sins once a 
year (Lev. 16: 34). 


IV. TYPES INSUFFICIENT. 


Superintendent : What message of the Lord regarding Eli 
shows that sacrifices cannot of themselves purge 
away sin? 

School : 


I have sworn unto the house of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli’s 
house shall not be purged with sacrifice nor offering for ever 
(1 Sam. 3: 14). 

Superintendent : What word of Samuel to Saul teaches 
that there is something better than sacrifice? 
School : 

Samuel said, Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offer- 
ings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voiceof the Lord? Behold, 
to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 
rams (1 Sam. 15: 22). 

Superintendent: What passage in a psalm of David 
teaches that obedience is better than sacrifice ? 
School: 

Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine ears hast 
thou opened : burnt offering and sin offering hast thou not re- 
quired, Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book‘it 


is written of me, I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, 
thy law is within my heart (Psa. 40: 6-8). 


Superintendent : What were the feelings of David regard- 
ing sacrifice, in his repentance after grievous sin ? 
School : 

Thou desirest not sacrifice ; else would I give it: thou de- 
lightest not in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a 
broken spirit : a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt 
not despise (Psa. 51 : 16, 17). 

Superintendent : What is said in Proverbs of the sacri- 
fice of the wicked—of the persistently impenitent? 
School : 

The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord: 

but the prayer of the upright is his delight (Prov. 15: 8). 


Superintendent : What is said to be more pleasing to God 
than sacrifice ? 


School : 
To do justice and judgment is more acceptable to the Lord 
than sacrifice (Prov. 21: 3). 
Superintendent : What questions are asked by the prophet 
Micah concerning atoning sacrifices? 
School : 


Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself 
before the high God? Shall I come before him with burnt 
offerings, with calves of a year old? 
with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my 
body for the sin of my soul? (Micah 6: 7.) 

Superintendent: How does he answer these questions? 
School : ; 
He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth 


the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God (Micah 6 : 8)? 


Superintendent : Did the sacrifices of the law, in them- 
selves, purge away sin? 


School : 


It is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should 
take away sins (Heb. 10: 4). 


Superintendent : Wherein, then, consisted their value? 
School : 


" The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ (Gal. 
: 24). 


Singing: “ Not all the blood of beasts.” 


Will the Lord be pleased |: 
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Vv. THE ONE SACRIFICE FOR SIN. 
Alternate reading: Isaiah 58 : 1-12. 


Superintendent : What does the Lord Jesus say regarding 
the atoning character of his death ? 


Fifth class : 


The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to min- 
ister, and to give his life a ransom for mamy (Matt. 20: 28). 


Siath class : 


I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life 
for the sheep (John 10: 11). 


Seventh class : 


Jesus answered and said, ... I, if I be lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all men unto me. This he said, signifying 
what death he should die (John 12: 30, 32, 33). 


Fighth class : 


As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of man be lifted up: that whosever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have eternal life (John 3: 14, 15). 


Ninth class : 


This is my body which is given for you. . . . This cup is the 
new testament in my blood, which is shed for you (Luke 
22: 19, 20). 


Superintendent : How is the work of atonement summa- 
rized in the fifth chapter of Romans? 


School : 


God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now 
justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through 
him. For if, when we were yet enemies, we were reconciled to 
God by the death of Kis Son; much more, being reconciled, we 
shall be saved by his life. And not only so, but we also joy 
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ by whom we have now 

received the atonement (Rom. 5: 8-11). 


Superintendent : For whose sins did Christ die? 
School : 


He is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but 
also for the sins of the whole world (1 John 2: 2). 


Superintendent : Is the one sacrifice of Christ sufficient 
for our sanctification, or is it to be repeated ? 


School : 


We are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all. And every priest standeth daily minister- 
ing and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices which can never 
take away sins: but this man, after he had offered one sacrifice 
of sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God. . ... For 
by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sancti- 
fied (Heb. 10 : 10, 12, 14). 


VI. CHRISTIAN SACRIFICE. 
Hymn: “ What hast thou done for me?” 


Superintendent : What lesson of consecration is drawn by 
the Apostle Peter from the sacrifice of Christ ? 


School : 


Be ye holy in all manner of conversation. . . . Forasmuch 
as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things ; 
. . . but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot (1 Pet. 1: 15, 18, 19). 


Superintendent: What passage teaches that Christ gave 
himself for us that we might be a consecrated people ? 


School . 


Who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works (Titus 2 : 14). 


Superintendent : How does Paul emphasize consecration 
as Christian sacrifice ? 


School: 


I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that ye present rear bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not con- 
formed to this world: but be ye transformed, by the renewing 
of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and accept- 
able, and perfect will of God (Rom. 12 : 1, 2). 


Superintendent: What spiritual sacrifice is said in He- 
brews to be acceptable to God ? 


School : 


Let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, 

the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his name. But to do 
ood and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices 
od is well pleased (Heb. 13: 15, 16). 


Superintendent : In what passage does Peter show that it 
is the duty of Christians to offer spiritual sacrifices? 


School : 


Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, a 


holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to 
God by Jesus Christ (1 Peter 2: 5). 


VII, PRAISE TO THE LAMB, 


Superintendent : Whom have we seen to be the fulfillment 
of Jewish sacrifice, himself the one perfect sacrifice, 
and the ground of Christian sacrifice ? 


School 
Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to-day and for ever 
(Heb, 13: 8). 
Superintendent : What is the song of praise, in which the 
angels and the saints join before the throne of 
hrist? 
All: 


Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and 
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and 


blessing. . . . Blessing and honour, and glory, and power, be 





unto him that sitteth _— the throne, and unto the Lamb for 
ever and ever. Amen (Rey. 5: 13). 
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LESSON HELPS. 


LESSON CALENDAR. 
[Third Quarter, 1880.]} 


3. July 18.—Cain and Abel.........0..ccc-eecccscceececcseesseess Gen. 4: 3-15 
4. July 2%.—The Covenant with Noah.........-.......s0s-0++-- Gen. 9: 819 
5. August 1.—The Call of Abram........-.......-.. Gen, 11 : 31, 42; 12; 1-10 
C BRIE ADUREE GE Bb rccedevavesevecoccccosecsenccsonte Gen. 13: 1-18 
7. August 15.—Abram and Melchizedek ............0.+-+--- Gen. 14: 12-24 
8. August 22.—The Covenant with Abram,...............-«+- Gen, 15: 1-18 
9. August 29.—Abraham’s Intercession ....... Gen, 14: 16-33 
10, September 5.—Lot's Escape from Sodom............-.-....- Gen, 19: 12-26 
11, September 12.—Trial of Abraham's Faith.................. Gen, 22: 1-14 
12. September 19.— Review of the Lessons. 


13. September 26.— Lesson selected by the school. 


LESSON 9, SUNDAY, AUGUST 29, 1880. 
Title: ABRAHAM’S INTERCESSION. 


GOLDEN TEXT: 
THEM.— Heb. 7: BD. 


H® EVER LIVETH TO MAKE INTERCESSION FOR 


Lesson Topic: Man’s Pleading for Man. 


1. Confidence Encouraged, v. 16-19. 
Outline : 2. Danger Disclosed, v. 20-22. 
3. Intercession Attempted, v. 28-33. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, August 23: Gen. 18: 16-33. Man’s pleading for man. 
Tuesday, August 24: Josh. 1: 1-9. Reason for confidence. 
Wednesday, August 25: Luke 7 :1-10. Reward of confidence. 
Thursday, August 26: Ex, 1: 7-14; 2: 23-25. Cry heard, 
Friday, August 27; Ex.3:1-11. Cry answered. 

Saturday, Aug. 28: Ex.32:7-14; 30-35, Persistent intercession 


Sunday, August 29: Rom, 8 : 31-39. Divine intercession. 


LESSON TEXT. 
[Gen. 18 : 16-33.] 

16, And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward 
Sodom: and Abraham went with them to bring them on the 
way. 

17. And the Lorp said, Shall I hide from Abraham that 
thing which I do; 

18. Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and 
mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed 
in him,? 

19. For I know him, that he wili command his children and 
his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the 
LORD, to do justice and judgment: that the LoRD may bring 
upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him. 

20. And the Lorp said, Because the cry of Sodom and 
Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous, 

21. I will go down now, and see whether they have done 
altogether according to the ery of it, which is come unto me; 
and if not, I will know. 

22. And the men turned their faces from thence, and went 
toward Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before the Lorp. 

23. And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also 
destroy the righteous with the wicked ? 

24. Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: 
wilt thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty 
righteous that are therein ? 

25. That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the 
righteous with the wicked; and that the righteous should be 
as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of 
all the earth do right ? 

26. And the Lorp said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous 
within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes, 

27. And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, I have 
taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust 
and ashes : 

28. Peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty righteous : 
wilt thou destroy all the city for lack of five? And he said, 
If I find there forty and five, I will not destroy ¢é, 

29. And he spake unto him yet again, and said, Peradventure 
there shall be forty found there. And he said, I will not do 
for forty’s sake. 

80. And he said wnto him, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and 
I will speak: Peradventure there shall thirty be found there. 
And he said, I will not do ¢, if I find thirty there. 

31. And he said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak 
unto the Lord: Peradventure there shall be twenty found there. 
And he said, I will not destroy i for twenty’s sake. 

32. And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will 
speak yet but this once: Peradventure ten shall be found 
there, And he said, I will not destroy dé for ten’s sake. 

33. And the LorD went his way, as soon as he had left com- 
muning with Abraham: and Abraham returned unto his place. 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Gen. 18: 16. Abraham went with them to bring them on the 
way.—— Being brought on their way by the church, they passed 
through Phenice and Samaria, declaring the conversion of the 
Gentiles. Acts 15 : 3.——I trust to see you in my journey, and 
to be brought on my way thitherward by you, if first I be 
somewhat filled with your company. Rom. 15 : 24.—-Strangers 
. . - have borne witness of thy charity before the church: 
whom if thou bring forward on their journey after a godly 
sort, thou shalt do well. 3 John 6. 

V.17. Shall I hide from Abraham.——The man of God said, 
Let her alone; for her soul is vexed within her: and the Lord 
hath hid it from me, and hath not told me. 2 Kings 4: 27,—— 





The secret of the Lord is with them that fear him ; and he will 
show them his covenant. Psa. 25 : 14..—Surely the Lord God 
will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants 
the prophets. Amos 3: 7. 

V.19. For I know him.—And what can David say more 
unto thee ? for thou, Lord God, knowest thy servant. 2 Sam. 
7:20.— The Lord knoweth the way of the righteous. Psa. 
1 : 6,—-I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am 
known of mine. John 10: 14, 

That he will command his children.——These words, which 
I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: and thou 
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk 
of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou 
walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up. Deut. 6 : 6, 7. As for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord. Josh. 24: 15. Thou, Solomon my son, 
know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect 
heart and with a willing mind: for the Lord searcheth all 
hearts, and understandest all the imaginations of the thoughts: 
if thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake 
him, he will cast thee off forever. 1 Chron, 28 : 9.——Which 
we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us. We 
will not hide them from their children, shewing to the genera- 
tion to come the praises of the Lord, and his strength, and his 
wonderful works that he hath done. Psa. 78:3, 4.——Ye 
fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Eph. 6: 4. 


That which he hath spoken of him.——Wherefore the Lord 
God of Israel saith, I said indeed that thy house, and the house 
of thy father, should walk before me for ever : but #w the Lord 
saith, Be it far from me; for them that honour me I will 
honour, and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed. 
1 Sam, 2 : 30. 

V. 20. The cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great.—The 
voice of thy brother’s blood crieth unto me from the ground. 
Gen. 4 : 10.—The ery of them is waxen great before the face 
of the Lord. Gen. 19 : 13. 

V. 23. Abraham drew near.— Draw nigh to God, and he 
will draw nigh to you. James 4: 8.——I will cause him to 
draw near, and he shall approach unto me: for whois this that 
engaged his heart to approach unto me? saith the Lord. Jer. 
30 : 21. 

Wilt thou also destroy the righteous ?——They fell upon their 
faces, and said, O God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, shall 
one man sin, and wilt thou be wroth with all this congregation ? 
Num, 16: 22.——Behold, God will not cast away a perfect man, 
neither will he help the evil-doers. Job 8 : 20.—The Lord 
trieth the righteous: but the wicked and him that loveth vio- 
lence his soul hateth. Psa. 11: 5. 

V. 24. Peradventure there be fifty righteous——Except the 
Lord of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we should 
have been as Sodom, and we should have been like unto 
Gomorrah. Isa. 1 : 9.——Run ye to and fro through the streets 
of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and seek in the broad 
places thereof, if ye can find aman, if there be any that exe- 
cuteth judgment, that seeketh the truth; and I will pardon it- 
Jer. 5:1. 


Shall not the Judge . .. do right?——Doth God pervert 
judgment? or doth the Almighty pervert justice. Job 8 : 3.—— 
Is God unrighteous who taketh vengeance? (I speak as aman.) 
God forbid: for then how shall God judge the world. Rom. 
3:5, 6. 

V. 25. The Lord said, If I find.——I sought for a man among 
them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in the 
gap before me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but 
I found none. Ezek. 22: 30. 

V. 27. Behold now, I. . . which am but dust and ashes.—— 
Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean 
lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for 
mine eyes have seen the king, the Lord of hosts, Isa. 6 : 5. 

V. 29, Spake unto him yet again.—— Praying always with all 
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto 
with all perseverance and supplication for all saints. Eph. 6: 
18,——-Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
need. Heb. 4: 16. 

V. 32. Iwill speak yet but this once.——Gideon said unto 
God, Let not thine anger be hot against me, and I will speak 
but this once: let me prove, I pray thee, but this once. Judges 
6: 39. 








LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


After the covenant with Abram, as related in the last 
lesson, follows the story of Hagar and Ishmael; Ishmael 
being born when Abram was eighty-six years old. Thirteen 
years afterward, Jehovah appeared to Abram, renewed his 
promises and covenant, giving him, as the seal thereof, the 
rite of circumcision. The name of Abram (meaning exalted 
father) was thereupon changed to Abraham (meaning 


ing noble) to Sarah (meaning princess), A son was then 
promised to Abraham, who should be the child and heir of 
the covenant. Abraham interceded for Ishmael ; but Jehovah 
did not accept him as heir of the promises, though he blessed 
him greatly. 

About that time, or certainly not long after, Jehovah again 
appeared to Abraham in company with two angels, and are 
entertained by him in true oriental style. Again a son is 
promised, which promise Sarah receives with amusement, 


| 





The Lord then reveals his purpose of destroying the cities of 
the plain. 

These intervening events are spoken of in the New Testa- 
ment as showing how Abraham was the father of all the 
faithful, whether of the circumcision or not; and that he is 
such father by reason of his faith, which he fully manifested 
before he received the seal of the covenant. His hospitality 
is also commended as an example in the New Testament. 
However, these two main lessons by no means exhaust the 
New Testament references to this part of the Scripture. 

Abram was now dwelling at the oak of Mamre, near 
Hebron. From that place the angels had literally to “go 
down ”’—from the hills of Judea—to the level of the cities 
of the plain. The Dead Sea is about eighteen miles ina 
straight line from Hebron; but the course taken would be 
somewhat longer. The natural route to its southern end 
would be along the edge or down within one of the wadys, 
either to Engedi, the same way in which Ammon and Moab 
came up against Jehoshaphat; or, less probably, the Wady 
Khuberah. At the mouth of the latter are a salt marsh, 
and sulphurous and bituminous deposits. 

However, it is useless to discuss where the cities of the 
plain lay. Tradition puts them at the south end of the Dead 
Sea ; and some suppose that the shallower portions of the sea, 
south of the tongue of land called “ Lisan” (which is an 
Arabic word meaning tongue), cover their site. The manner 
in which their site is mentioned in the Bible, on the contrary, 
seems to favor the opinion that they were at the north end ; 
and that they were not necessarily submerged; but that the 
region remained, a destroyed tract, known for many ages. 
Geologists agree that the Dead Sea must have existed, in its 
present shape, at least in the chief portion of its extent, as 
long as mankind has been upon the earth. 

The Septuagint adds the words “ my son” after “Abraham ” 
in verse 17, which Philo quotes as “my friend.” So it is 
possible that the title of “friend of God” was given to 
Abraham thus early. The fact was there, however, if not 
the name. 

The “ men” in verse 16 are clearly shown by the whole 
narrative to be the two angels. The third is here seen, as 
also in 18: 1, to be Jehovah. Commentators generally suppose 
that the God of the theophanies, or appearances of God, in 
the Old Testament, was the Son. 

The intercession of Abraham is an event and a narrative 
which stands unique in the whole Bible, not to say in human 
history. In some points it has a fainter parallel in the inter- 
cession of Moses (Ex. 32: 31; 33: 12-23; 34: 5-9). 


CRITICAL NOTES. 


BY TALBOT W. CHAMBERS, D.D, 


Verse 16.—And the men. The three men who had visited 
Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, one of whom made it 
apparent that he was a divine person.— Looked toward Sodom- 
Turned their faces in that direction.— Abraham went with them. 
Tradition says that he went as far as a place afterwards called 
Kaphar Barucha, from which the Dead Sea can be seen 
through a ravine. 

Verse 17.— Jehovah reveals his purposes in the form of a 
debate with himself.— Which Ido. Am about to do, namely, 
the destruction of Sodom. 

Verse 18.—Seeing that. He gives three reasons for making 
the disclosure to Abraham, all founded upon his destiny as 
father of the people of promise. He must understand judg- 
ment in order to understand redemption. As he is to become 
a mighty nation, and also a blessing to all nations, he should 
know the;principles upon which God deals with the inhabi- 
tants of the earth. 

Verse 19.—This is further carried out in the third reason. 
—For I know, ete. Better, For I have known (see Amos 3: 2) 
him, to the end that he may command his children, etc., and 
that they may ‘keep the way, etc. God had chosen and com- 
missioned Abraham to be the progenitor of a godly race, and 
it was fitting, therefore, to make known to him what would 
be a monitory example of divine retribution — May command 
his children, etc. The chief element of parental duty is 
nowhere else so clearly specified. 

Verse 20.—The cry ...%s great. The moral demand 
which sin makes for punishment (see 4:10). This appeal 
sounds throughout the world, and ascends to heaven. 

Verse 21.—I will go down now and see. An expression after 
the manner of men, designed to show the careful and. exact 
justice of divine retributions. God, of course, had no need of 
information, but he would make one further test of their 
character, the issue of which would decide the case. The 


| treatment of the angels, as stated in the next chapter, ex- 
° = p | 
father of a multitude); and that of Sarai (perhaps mean- | 


hausted forbearance and brought on the judgment. 

Verse 22.— And the men turned. Not all three, but two of 
them as we learn from the first verse of the next chapter, 
which should read, And the two angels came.— But Abraham 
stood yet before the Lord, who, therefore, must have remained 
after the others had departed. 

Verse 23.— Drew near. The ordinary Scripture phrase to 
denote an approach to God for prayer or any other act of 
worship.— Wilt thou destroy? Here begins a wonderful act of 
intercession. There is a temptation to find gratification in the 
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punishments of the wicked, especially when they riot in sin, 
trample on the weak or the just, and diffuse corruption like a 
pestilence. But even in that early age Abraham rose superior 
to this spirit, and sought to avert or delay vengeance. The 
best of men then living interceded for the very worst.— The 
righteous with the wicked. It was not Abraham’s concern for 
his kinsman Lot that induced his prayer, otherwise he would 
have specified him by name, and would not at the close have 
stopped with the mention of ten persons as a plea for exemp- 
tion. It was genuine compassion for the people of the five 
cities. As Luther says, $ He asks six times, and with so great 
ardor and urgency that in his breathless interest for the 
miserable cities he seems as if speaking foolishly.” 

" Verse 24.—Fifty righteous. He begins with this number, 
which, possibly, he thought might be found in the city. Cer- 
tainly, we have no right to speak of it as a kind of pious 
artifice in beginning with a greater number when he knew he 
must descend to a less. The whole character of Abraham in 
this intercession forbids such a disparaging supposition.— 
Wilt thou also. —Wilt thou then. 

Verse 25.—That be far from thee. He puts his request on 
the ground of the presence of this number of righteous men— 
thus not praying for absolute and unconditional remission of 
punishment, but for the sparing of the mass in view of the little 
portion of good it might contain.—Shall not the Judge of all the 
earth do right? An appeal to the divine equity, and a very 
powerful one. One who judges all the earth must needs be 
its maker and ruler. If so, he is lifted above any possible 
inducement to do wrong. Neither weakness, nor ignorance, 
nor partiality, nor any other unworthy motive, can be con- 
ceived as operating upon him. As we get from our own 
moral constitution the notion of right, we must needs ascribe 
the same in perfection to the supreme Being. It is true that 
our power of judging what is right on the part of God in the. 
infinitely multiplied relations of things under his control, is 
very small and limited. But in this case we hear of no 
rebuke from the Lord, but, on the contrary, a tacit acknowl- 
edgment that Abraham’s appeal rested upon a good founda- 
tion. 

Verse 26.—J will spare all the place for their sake. God 
would not only preserve the fifty righteous, but for their sake 
spare all the rest. What a value then he must set upon the 
few righteous in the earth! Fifty righteous men would 
have been barely tolerated in Sodom, would have been 
scorned and wronged ; yet for their sake the whole body of 
its depraved and dissolute inhabitants would have been saved 
from deadly overthrow. 


Verse 27.— Behold now. The patriarch renews his petition, 
but it is with becoming humility, sincerely and vigorously 
expressed.— Which am but dust and ashes. As Delitzsch says, 
“Dust in his origin and ashes in his end.’ No figures of 
speech can exaggerate the distance between a sinful creature 
and a holy Creator. And nowhere is the language of con- 
fession and self-abasement more appropriate than in the 
article of prayer. Abraham’s acknowledgment of unworthi- 
ness goes hand and hand with his earnestness in intercession. 

Verse 28.—Peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty 
righteous. This is the first abatement in the terms, skillfully 
made by representing it as a part of the divine concession, as 
if to say, Surely the lack of five from the fifty you demand 
cannot be decisive. The answer is prompt and complete. 
Forty-five will secure exemption. 

Verse 29.—And he spake unto him yet again. Encouraged 
by past success, he boldly renews the petition, asking forbear- 
ance for the sake of forty. And the answer is as before. 


Verse 30.—And he said, Oh, let not the Lord be angry. This 
deprecation of the divine wrath is touching and instructive. 
God’s people are allowed, even commanded, to pray to him, 
and to intercede for others ; but it must be prayer, and not an 
attempt indirectly to govern the world. Abraham is in 
earnest, his generous and benevolent heart presses him for- 
ward, but he carefully abstains from the tone which would 
be justly offensive. He reduces the number to thirty, and 
again the Lord grants his wish. 

Verse 31.—Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto 
the Lord. Another implied confession of unworthiness, as he 
renews the supplication for the sake of twenty; and again 
the request is granted. 

Verse 32.—And he said. Once more, and for the last time, 
the kindly man reduces the number of righteous men in view 
of whom he prays for mercy for the whole.— Peradventure ten. 
This was only a fifth of the original number, yet the answer 
comes, I will not destroy it for ten’s sake. The words are a 
remarkable testimony to the power of a good leaven in an 
ungodly community. Even a little salt may save five cities, 

Verse 34.—This verse describes the conclusion of the col- 
loquy. It has been said that Abraham left off asking before 
God left off giving. Yet it may be that he thought that 
there really were ten persons, who had kept themselves free 
from the prevailing iniquity of the cities of the plain. Or, 
perhaps he felt that he must not pray in total contravention 
of the divine justice. ‘A God all mercy is a God unjust ;” 
under such a governor of the world the human race would 
go to the last possibility of wickedness. In any event, the 
patriarch gave an example of loving, humble, earnest and 





persistent intercession, such as has never been exceeded since 
his day. The people of the pentapolis were no kin to him, 
they had no special claim upon his sympathy, they were, as 
they showed that very night (19: 4, 5), among the vilest and 
most debased of earth’s population. Yet the father of the 
faithful takes it upon him to labor that they may be spared 
the overwhelming calamity that impended. With utter ab. 
horrence for their sins, he united the tender compassion for 
their persons that moved him to intercede to the last possible 
point on their behalf. The success he met with in having 
six successive petitions answered, shows that one can have 
few greater blessings than the prayers of a good man on his 
behalf. 





“THE POWER OF PRAYER. 
BY THE REV. N. McCONAUGHY. 


As Abraham “ sat in the tent door in the heat of the day” 
in Mamre, under his terebinth, there came to him three 
angels, whom he entertained with a princely hospitality. 
When they set out again toward Sodom, and he accompanied 
them a little way, there occurred that extraordinary interview, 
with few parallels in Scripture history, in which Abraham 
plead for Sodom, and the Lord revealed those almost human 
attributes which se endeared him in later ages to his twelve 
disciples. 

We see in it (1.) How like a bosom friend God shows him- 
self in his intercourse with his people. “Shall I hide from 
Abraham that thing which I do?” he says, as if the confiding 
sacredness of their mutual affection forbade him to go on with- 
out letting Abraham know. “ And he was called the friend 
of God,” says James. What a friendship! The infinite 
Heart in loving contact with his children! There are sym- 
pathies between kindred hearts which need no words. There 
is a spiritual communion which lifts us up to the heart of 
God. A rich Christian experience knows what those Scrip- 
tures mean. ‘ The secret of the Lord is with them that fear 
him,” and “he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and 
God in him.” Enoch was not the only one who has “ walked 
with God.” Let us all enter into this heavenly compan- 
ionship. 

(2.) We see in Abraham the true Christian spirit,—love 
for others, whatever their faults. He plead for Sodom as a 
mother might plead for her child. He asked nothing for 
himself, or for Lot or his family, only for the guilty city 
sunk in its debauchery. How beautiful is the spirit that 
seeks the sinner’s good while it loathes the sinner’s sin! Oh for 
more of the spirit of Abraham,—the spirit of Jesus, rather, 
that leaves the ninety and nine and goes into the mountains to 
seek that which is gone astray. 

(3.) We see the proper spirit in which to approach God in 
prayer. “Behold now I have taken upon me to speak unto 
the Lord, who am but dust and ashes.” “O let not the Lord 
be angry, and I will speak.” Reverence, humility, self- 
abasement, and conscious unworthiness. “Who am I, O 
Lord God?” Let us appreciate the greatness of God. The 
ancients said, “ Know thyself.’ This was the height. But 
the true foundation, the key to all wisdom, is to know God. 
He alone is great. The more we know of him and his 
greatness, the more shall we know of our own Kittleness. 
The more we know of his purity and goodness, the more we 
shall appreciate our own sinfulness and unworthiness. “Less 
than the least of all saints.’ The religion that exalts God 
and humbles man, is the religion that saves man. “If my 
people shall humble themselves and pray,” etc., “then will I 
hear and forgive.” 

(4.) We see the power of intercessory prayer. When 
Abraham interceded for Sodom, he began with fifty righteous, 
and God said, “If I find fifty righteous in Sodom, then I 
will spare all the place for their sakes.” When he said 
forty-five, God said, “If 1 find there forty and five, I will 
not destroy it.” When he said forty, he said, “I will not do 
it for forty’s sake.’ When thirty, he said, “I will not do it 
if I find thirty there.” Twenty, “I will not destroy it for 
twenty’s sake.” When he said ten and stopped, the Lord 
answered, “I will not destroy it for ten’s sake.” Six times 
he asked, and six times God granted his petition. Perhaps 
if he had said one, God would have spared the city. Mar- 
velous grace that answers prayer! When the Lord would 
have blotted out Israel for the golden calf, Moses interceded, 
“and the Lord repented of the evil which he thought to do 
unto his people.” How this power allies us to the Omnipo- 
tent! ‘“ Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do.” | 
Who can appreciate the greatness of this gift? And who 
can. be sufficiently grateful for the intercessions of those 
whose prayers were heard in their redemption? Let us be 
faithful in our turn, and become intercessors for those out of 
Christ. 

(5.) We see also the.obligations under which worldly men 
are to Christians for their prosperity. Sodom would have 
been spared for ten righteous men init. Many a dissolute 
city, it may be, escapes God’s righteous judgments for the 
sake of the few in it who fear God, or for the intercession of some 
Abraham, pleading in secret. The little church spire pointing 
out from among the cottage roofs toward heaven, may be the 
lightning rod for many a village steeped in sin. The religion 





of the humblest citizen is a factor in the wealth of the 
mightiest millionnaire. The value of real estate in Sodom 
turned that day on the number of pious men in it. The 
price of securities was in proportion to its piety. “ Ye are 
the salt of the earth.” Little do men appreciate their 
indebtedness to the lowly few who gather in thinly attended 
prayer-meetings, or kneel in unseen closets to ask God’s 
favor on themselves and those around them. The religion of 
Christ is the life-blood of the world. It is the leavening 
power that gives integrity to all our institutions, social, civil, 
educational, and commercial. When it shall fail from among 
us, our prosperity will cease, our institutions perish. 

(6.) We see, moreover, how God esteems family religion 
—the training of the household. “For I know,” he says of 
Abraham, “that he will command his children and his 
household after him.” Whether this was the reason for his 
selection as the father of the faithful, or only the condition 
precedent ofgits fulfillment, it sets the seal of God’s un- 
bounded approbation on the religion of the fireside. Early 
home influences stamp the soul for all eternity. How many 
a devoted missionary standing to-day on heathen soil was led 
to dedicate himself to that great work, beside his mother’s 
knee! He was right who said that the training of a child 
should begin with its grandmother. It is not in the blood, but 
in the training, generation after generation. It was that which 
made Scotland. That madethe Puritan. It made the Walden- 
sian and the Huguenot. Thank God, therefore, for a Christian 
ancestry, and fail not to hand down to your posterity the 
legacy of an hereditary household piety. “Train up” is the 
foundation of a better fortune than was ever acquired by 
hoarding up. There is a wealth treasured in many an humble 
home “ that far outshines the wealth of Ormus and of Ind,” 
and which the world can neither give nor take away. As 
long as the family altar shall stand in our houses, and the 
family Bible tell its morning and evening story to our chil- 
dren, we shall be “ a people prepared for the Lord,” and his 
blessing will not depart from us. 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


The story of Abraham’s:intercession can be made of great 
practical value, and of interest even to little children; but in 
order to do this, several things must be made plain. The 
change of his name from Abram to Abraham, and the mean- 
ing of the word “ intercession,” must be clearly given; then, 
to give a complete story of the appearance and conversation 
of the angel visitors, some of the facts of the seventeenth and 
of the first eight verses of the eighteenth chapter should be 
related. Do not, however, let these be more prominent than 
the spiritual teaching of the lesson,—that on that one day 
Abraham prayed so earnestly for Sodom, while Jesus is 
always our intercessor. 

In this lesson it may be well to review former ones, as 
reference comes up in the course of the teaching, now and 
always putting in question form any information which you 
can get from the class, rather than to give it in natrative forni 
yourself. Begin with title of lesson. What is it? Who 
had often talked with Abram? What were some of the 
things he said? What promises had he made? Whose 
friend was Abram called? When Abram was ninety-nine 
years old, (how old ?) God talked with him again. Abram 
fell on his face when the Lord appeared and said to him: 
“My covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of 
many nations.” What is a covenant? Had this promise 
been made to him before? What had God told Abram to 
look at and see if he could number? Of what was that the 
sign? When the Lord repeated the promise at this time he 
said, “ Thy name shall be changed to Abraham.” The word 
means the father of a multitude. What is the other hard 
word in the name of the lesson? The same word is in our 
golden text. To intercede means to go between. If two 
persons are angry, and another goes between to make peace, 
that one is called an intercessor ; or, if a person is in need of 
some gift or favor, and another pleads in his behalf, he inter- 
cedes for his friend. Who is meant in our golden text by 
“ He ever liveth”? Abraham was called the friend of God 
because he appeared to him and talked with him as a man to 
his friend ; the one in our golden text was called the friend 
of sinners, because he came among them as a man, talked, and 
taught, and gave his life for them. To understand this verse 
®m the New Testament, we have in the Old Testament this 
beautifol story of to-day, the first prayer given in the Bible, 
and in the very words as they were spoken to God. 

One day when the sun shone hot at noon, and the close air 
was still, Abraham sat in his tent-door, under the shade of 
the great oak-trees, he looked up, and three men stood near 
him. He ran to meet them, and then bowed low to the 
ground before them. Then he said, “ My Lord, do not pass 
on; stop and rest under the tree, and let me have water 
brought for your tired feet, and food to comfort you before 
you go on your journey.” So they stopped; and Abraham 
ran into the tent, and told Sarah, his wife, to get meal and 
bake some cakes quickly on the hearth, and he himself chose 
a tender young calf from the herd, and sent a young man to 
prepare it for food. So the visitors rested and ate, and talked 
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they rose up to go on, Abraham walked with them part of the 
way. They were angels who had come there; two of them 
went on towards Sodom, but one still stayed and talked with 
Abraham.. It was the Lord himself, who said, “ Shall I hide 
from Abraham the thing that Ido?” Then he showed him 
that the sin of Sodom and the other cities close by was so 
great that he must destroy them. He told Abraham, “TI will 
go down and see whether they have done such evil, and if 
not, I will know, 

Does not God in heaven always know and see every action 
and every heart? Yes; but he had come in the form of a 
man to Abraham, and so talked as a man going down to see 
the people of the city, 

God will surely punish sin, and he was ready to visit 
Sodom, but in his mercy he waited to tell his servant Abra- 
ham, and give him a chance to speak for them, Abraham 
was not afraid to beg for the wicked city, evgn when the 
Lord said their sin was grievous. He asked, “ Wilt thou 
destroy the righteous with the wicked? Perhaps there are 
fifty righteous in the city; will you not spare it for their 
sake?” What does “righteous” mean? The Lord answered, 
“ Yes, if I find fifty I will spare all the city for their sakes.” 
Abraham began to think of his boldness in asking, and said, 
“T have taken upon me to speak to the Lord, and I am only 
dust and ashes.” But he asked if he would spare if there 
were five less than fifty. How many would that be? The 
Lord promised. Then Abraham said, “Perhaps only forty 
can be found;” the Lord promised again. Yet Abraham 
longed and feared, and said, “Let not the Lord be angry ; 
perhaps only thirty may be found.” As the Lord promised, 
Abraham prayed yet more earnestly, and asked greater 
things: at first for only five less, then ten lesseach time. He 
prayed again, “ Perhaps there are but twenty righteous ;” and 
the Lord said, “I will not destroy it for twenty’s sake.” 
“ Let not my Lord be angry,” said Abraham, “and I will 
speak but this once; perhans only ten righteous can be 
found there.’ The Lord promised once more, “I will not 
destroy it for ten’s sake.” 

Why was Abraham so interested in Sodom? In all those 
requests, did Abraham ask one thing for himself? Six times 
he interceded for Sodom ; six times the Lord promised just 
what he asked. Does not he hear and answer now as on that 
day ? 

May each teacher, so often fainting and almost faithless, 
heart-weary over yet unanswered interceding prayer for 
others, may each one take home this whole lesson, and then 
from a heart faith-filled by the touch of our Intercessor, be 
ready to teach, as never before, this lesson of persistent prayer, 
and trust in him “ who is able also to save them to the utter- 
most that come unto God by him.” 

It was the uncle, one who had been a father to one in 
Sodom, who so prayed for mercy upon the wicked. Who is 
our intercessor? It is our Saviour, “ Christ that died and is 
risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also 


maketh intercession for us!” 
. . -_ — 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H, CLAY TRUMBULL. 


The men rose up . . . Abraham went with them to bring them 
on the way (v. 16). These strangers were angels. Abraham 
supposed them to be men; but his course toward them was 
such that he had no reason for regret when he found they 
were angels. That is a good way of treating everybody 
whom we encounter—so that if they should turn out to be 
angels they would have no reason to complain of us, and we 
nothing to be sorry for, in our treatment of them. It is all 
very well for us to talk about “these days of tramps, and 
peddlers, and book-agents, and commercial travelers,” and to 
say that “ we should be run to death if we entertained every- 
body ;”’ but that does not touch the question of the true 
spirit of kindly courtesy, which may be shown in a refusal 
to give, or to buy, or to entertain, as well as in opening freely 
our hands or our homes. No street-beggar, or wandering 
organ-grinder, ought to have a word to say against us if he 
should prove to be an angel, and were reporting in heaven 
the reception he had met at our hands. Giving or withhold- 
ing money, or even bread, is a question of Christian prudence; 
but a kindly spirit and a courteous manner are imperative 
duties, always, and toward all. 

The Lord said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I 
do? (v. 17.) God shows his love for us in keeping the 
future concealed from us. It is well that we do not know 
just what is to happen to us and to ours. What a shadow 
would have been over our paths in some of the brightest days 
of our life, if we had known what was just before us! How 
our energies would now be crippled in business if we were 
sure of the failure that perhaps awaits us! What sad hearts 
we should have if we knew how soon those whom we love 
were to be taken from us! How helpless we should be for 
any ministry of hope or cheer to one by whose sick-bed we 
were watching, if we saw death as the only issue of that ill- 
ness! And what a terrible thing it would be to see from the 
beginning the fall or the falseness of one whom we held dear, 


more of the future than he knows to be for our good; and 
that he never lifts the veil from before us unless it is clearly 
best for us to be enlightened as to his plans. 


for us reach far beyond ourselves. They include the genera- 
tions who are to follow us; and they are conditioned on our 
faithfulness to those who are to be our successors. 
set of God upon a throne of influence, unless we see to it 
that our children have a training worthy of the children of 
a king, our dynasty will prove a failure in spite of its aus- 


a preacher and as a man. 


He will command . . . his household after him, .. . that the 
Lord may bring . . . that which he hath spoken (v.19). God’s plans 


If we are 


picious beginning. The true measure of a Christian minis- 
ter’s worth is found in what his church and congregation are, 
after he has left them, rather than in what they thought he 
was while he was still over them. God’s mission to that 
people through that minister hinges on what the minister 
brings them to be and to do, not on their delight in him as 
How can a teacher’s work be 
called a success if his scholars do not walk in the way of his 
teachings when his labors with them are ended? It is not 
the figure which a mother cuts in society, but it is the 
impress of her life and character on the children who come 
after her, that settles the question whether she fills the place 
which God assigned to her. Our faith and faithfulness in 
the training of those committed to our charge are, in the 
plan of God, indispensable, in order that he may bring to 
pass that which he hath spoken of good for us and for those 
who are to follow us. 
I will go down now, and see (v. 21). We may be sure that 
the Lord never acts without a full understanding of the case. 
The world may misjudge us. Our best friends may fail to 
know all that goes to make a fair estimate of our action. We 
may even be mistaken in ourselyes—we often are. We may 
put evil for good, and good for evil. We may think that both 
our motives and our conduct are a great deal better than they 
are. And-we may, and often do, misapprehend and mis- 
judge others. We, perhaps, blame them just at the point 
where they are most deserving of praise. There are false 
estimates and harsh judgments on both sides, from a wrong 
or a partial view of the facts involved. But there is nothing 
of that kind on God’s part. He knows us through and 
through. He knows others also. When we go to him for 
forgiveness, or for any other blessing, we never need explain 
appearances to him. We never need ask him to wait to hear 
both sides of the matter. There are no snap-judgments with 
the Lord; no judgments on a partial view of the case. Is 
that, or is it not, a comfortto you? Is it even-handed justice 
you want from the Lord? 
Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? (v. 25.) Of 
course he will. If we ask this question in order to stop and 
think of the only answer that can come to it, it is well for us 
to have it before our minds. But it is wrong for us ever to 
have any doubt on this point. God never did wrong. God 
never made a mistake. God has always done just right ; and 
he is sure to do so always. We all admit this in theory ; but 
as a practical matter there are times when we are more than 
half inclined to ask whether there isn’t some mistake about 
this or that particular providence which mystifies us. Is it 
right for that poor saint to suffer so? Ought the ungodly to 
have such prosperity and power? Must the innocent share 
the fate of the guilty? Why should that minister be cut off 
in the flush of his usefulness, or that church be broken up by 
repeated providential blows? What have we done that 
made this new trial a necessity? To every suggestion of 
doubt on any such point the answer should come in this 
question of Abraham, “Shall not the Judge of all the earth 
do right?” Can there be two answers to that question? 
Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak (v. 30). 
Whether Abraham had any doubt on that point or not, 
we know that the Lord is never angry with any of 
his children for their boldness or their persistency in 
prayer—in their own behalf or for others. God was not 
offended with Abraham’s pleadings for the possible godly 
dwellers in wicked Sodom. He would not have been 
offended if the very worst man in all Sodom had turned to 
him in prayer at that very hour. We often grieve the Lord, 
if we do not make him angry, by the coldness or the slack- 
ness of our prayers, or by our silence when we ought to 
pray; but never, never by the warmth or earnestness or fre- 
quency of our pleadings with him. “ Pray without ceasing ” 
is the command which shows how often we should call upon 
the Lord. “Intercession for all men” shows the limit of 
those who are to be included in our petitions. “ Let us there- 
fore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need’”’—for 
ourselves or for others. 
TEACHING HINTS. 
BY THE EDITOR. 


God’s loving-kindness and forbearing mercy, rather than 
his judgments, stand out in this lesson, even though the 
story is of wicked Sodom and Gomorrah. 

The sins of these cities cried to God for judgment. 





but who is yet to fail us. Let us thank God that we see no 





godly man intermitted his prayers. 


The 
people of these cities seemed as bad as bad could be. But 


in love to see if there were any extenuating circumstances 
to be considered. So far from being unjust in the least, God 
abounds in love and mercy. He holds back from punish- 
ment while there is any shadow of excuse for the wrong- 
doer, or any hope of reform. He never acts hastily, or with- 
out the fullest knowledge of everything that could be said 
in the sinner’s favor. 


He gives time, also, for repentance. 
Moreover, we see God’s readiness to disclose to his chil- 


dren whatever it is best for them to know about his plans. 
He shows a loving confidence in them; and he invites their 
loving confidence in him, 
friend, 
have and show a faith like Abraham’s. 
to be counted a friend of God ! 


He treated Abraham as his 
He will give a like treatment to every one who will 
What a thought— 


We see also that God is ready to hear our prayers for 


others—even those who are already under condemnation for 
their sins. We can pray in confidence for sinners whom we 
love. 
and answered encouragingly. 
ceased to pray that “the Lord went his way,” for the punish- 
ment of those for whom no voice of intercession was now 


Just so long as Abraham prayed, the Lord listened 
It was not until Abraham had 


heard. 
Abraham prayed for it. 


It was good for Sodom that a godly man like 
It was .sad for Sodom that the 
A comfort to us is, that 
He who intercedes in our behalf never slackens or tires in 
his prayers for us. This it is which saves us from the fate 
of Sodom. 

Let us trust God as our one true Friend. Let’ us pray for 
others with all the persistency and all the faith of Abraham. 
Let us rejoice that One prays for us with far more than the 
persistency and faith of Abraham. 


QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE, 


Introductory.— What was the sixth recorded occasion of 
the promise given Abram? (Gen. 18: 1-8.) Name the five 
previous occasions. (Gen, 12: 1, 7; 13: 14; 15: 18; 17: 1-8.) 
Why did the Lord change Abram’s name to Abraham ? Does 
the title “ my Lord” (v. 3) indicate a knowledge of divine 
presence, or does it not? 

Verse 16.—To whom do the messengers of promise become 

messengers of judgment? On what twofold errand is our 

Lord coming? (Matt. 3: 12.) Having entertained the 

strangers, what final civility did Abraham accord them ? 

What should we learn of him respecting genuine politeness ? 

(1 Pet. 4:9; James 3:17.) What is the best guide-book on 

manners? If, through ignorance of their character and 

mission, we treat God’s servants rudely, are we blameless or 

guilty? What distinction does the Lord make between his 

servants and his friends? (v.17; John 15: 15.) How may 

we all become his friends? (Jas. 2: 23.) 

Verses 18, 19.—Why could Abraham most confidently be 
admitted to intimate friendship? What special need had he 
of a clear understanding of God’s dealings with men ? (v. 19.) 
Who is chiefly responsible for the religious condition of the 
family and nation? Should parents compel their children to 
keep the Sabbath, worship God, pray daily, read the word, 
etc., or allow them full liberty lest they feel the restraints of 
the “narrow way”? Who chooses the child’s physician, 
school, etc.? Is it more or less important to legislate for the 
health of its soul than of its body and mind? Can human 
law liberate a child of any age, from the instruction of godly 
parents ? 

Verses 20, 21—How did the Lord teach Abraham his 
careful investigation preceding judgment? By what last 
test did he discover repentance in doomed Nineveh? (Jonah 
3: 4-10.) Was he as mercifully disposed toward Sodom ? 
What gracious opportunity did the Lord make Abraham ? 
(v. 22.) Having drawn near, what question of justice did 
Abraham propound ? (vs. 23, 24.) Show its peculiar force 
at this particular time (v. 21). On what ground did he 
urge a righteous discrimination? (v. 25.) What evidence 
have we that arguments founded on the honor of God are 
peculiarly irresistible in prayer ? (v. 26; Num. 14: 13-16, 20.) 
What does the Lord’s answer reveal respecting the relative 
value of men in a community ? (Matt.5:13.) In whose 
company are sinners safest? 

Verses 27, 28.—What spirit is peculiarly essential in per- 
sistent prayer? How did Jesus approve this spirit? (Luke 
18: 13, 14.) What skill do you observe in Abraham’s 
presentation of his second plea? What was faith emboldened 
to ask when timidity had been banished, by a gracious 
answer ? (v. 29.) In which two pleas do faith and fear seem 
almost balanced ? (vs. 30, 31.) 

Verse 32.—What preface to the sixth plea shows that 
Abraham felt he had reached a limit? Was it the limit of 
God’s patience and mercy, or of his own faith? Can we ask 
too largely to please the Lord? How often did Abraham 
make a reduction of five in pleading? How often of ten? 
How should our faith be affected by every answer to prayer? 
Could one righteous man have been found in Sodom? Why 
did Abraham plead for the whole city instead of the righteous 
few? What solicitude for sinners should we learn of him? 
See also 1 Corinthians 9 : 19-22. What promise attaches to 





God would not visit punishment, until he visited the places 


persistent prayer? (Luke 18: 1-8.) What are the Christian’s 
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possibilities in intercessory prayer ? (Acts 27: 23, 24.) Who 
intercedes for him ? 


ILLUSTRATION HINTS. 


When Esther, after fasting and prayer, entered into the 
presence of King Ahasierus to plead for her people, it was 
with a fainting heart and trembling knees; but as soon as 
the king stretched out the golden sceptre in assurance of his 
favor, she went forward with boldness to declare her message. 
John, when he saw in Patmos the vision of the Son of man 
in his kingly glory, fell at his feet as one dead, and only 
recovered his confidence when he heard Jesus utter in the 
old, well-known tones the kindly words, “ Fear not,” and felt 
the encouraging touch of his hand. So a great awe seems to 
have fallen upon Abraham at the times when God spoke to 
him. He seems usually to have listened in silent reverence ; 
hence, in this lesson, before he finds courage to plead for the 
cities of the plain, he needs God’s words of approval and 
encouragement, that he may be, as it were, drawn out to open 
his lips in timid intercession. Show how this holy awe at 
the thought of God’s continual presence should go with us all 
through our lives, and should be a basis of confidence toward 
God and men. When Latimer had offended King Henry 
VIII. by a very plain-spoken sermon, and was commanded 
to make his recantation the following Sunday, he began as if 
in a soliloquy, “Hugh Latimer, dost thou know to whom 
thou art this day to speak? to the high and mighty monarch, 
the king’s most excellent majesty, that can take away thy 
life, if thou offend; therefore take heed how thou speak a 
word that may displease.” Then, changing his tone, he con- 
tinued, “ Hugh, Hugh, dost thou know from whence thou 
comest, upon whose message thou art sent, and who it is that 
is present with thee, and beholdeth all thy ways? even the 
great and mighty God, who is able to cast both body and soul 
into hell forever ; therefore be sure that thy message is deliv- 
ered faithfully.” He then proceeded fearlessly to reprove the 
king’s conduct even more plainly than before. This fear- 
lessness of human power should always spring from the 
reverent faith that see God’s presence everywhere. 

The disclosure of the impending destruction of the cities 
of the plain is illustrated by many passages in the Bible, as 
when Samuel is warned of God’s coming judgments on the 
wicked sons of Eli. “The secret of the Lord is with them 
that fear him,” said David, embodying in a sentence his own 
experiences and that of all saints. The last book of the 
New Testament, the Revelation of St. John, is, to believers, 
a standing disclosure of God's plans for the race. 

For an illustration of the power of intercessory prayer, 
read James 5: 15-18. When Melanchthon was at the point 
of death, Luther came into his chamber and poured out his 
soul in an agony of prayer for the life of his friend. ‘ Dear 
Luther,” said Melanchthon, “ why will you not let me depart 
in peace?” “No, no,” said Lather, “ we cannot spare you 
yet, Philip.” He continued to intercede, until he felt assured 
that Melanchthon was given back to him. And when it was 
seen that Melanchthon was indeed recovering, Luther went 
home and said joyfully to his wife, “God has given me 
my brother Melanchthon in direct answer to my prayers.” 
A remarkable instance occurred in one of our cities not many 
years ago. An Atlantic steamer was wrecked off the coast 
of Ireland. The telegraphic report received in America 
stated that all the passengers had been drowned. A clergy- 
man, who saw the report, called on the wife of one of the 
passengers to break the sad news to her. To his surprise she 
immediately informed him that he was mistaken, and stated 
that while engaged in earnest prayer for her husband’s safety, 
some time before, she had received assurance of his preserva- 
tion in the midst of great danger. A few hours afterward 
another telegram was received, announcing that the husband 
of this lady was the only person saved from the wreck. 

Abraham’s intercession faintly typifies the heavenly inter- 
cession of Christ. Abraham ceased at last to plead for 
Sodom ; Christ ever liveth to make intercession for us. In 
his intercession there is no trace of human weakness or error; 
holy and merciful, he stands alone as the mediator between 
God and men. “Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace,” imitating him in pleading for others, and 
with full confidence that our prayers for things agreeable to 
his will will be heard and answered. 

Confidence Encouraged.—See The Bible Treasury, vol. 10, 
p. 41, 3 2075,—A Little Child’s Confidence ; Foster’s Prose 
Illustrations, First Series, p. 33, 3 207,—A Sign for Encour- 
agement; p. 269, 3 2251,—My Father’s Voice; Second Series, 
p. 293, ¢ 8340,—The Legend of Rufinus and Valerius. 

Parents and Children.—See Bertram’s Homiletic Cyclopz- 
dia, p. 137, 3 803,—The Duty of Parents ; 3 804,—The Church 
inthe Family ; 3 805,—The Church and the Family ; ¢ 806,— 
Laying the Foundation; Spencer’s Things New and Old, p. 
521, 3 1821,—The Duty of Love; see also Bushnell’s Chris- 
tian Nurture. 

Danger Disclosed.—See The Biblical Treasury, vol. 3, p. 
167, 3 714,—Unheeded Warnings; Krummacher’s Parables, 
under title, The Light of Home,—A Warning Heeded ; Fos- 
ter’s Prose Illustrations, First Series, p. 159, 3 1235,—Alpine 
Flowers. 





Intercession.—See Bowes’s Illustrative Gatherings, First 
Series, p. 295,—Biblical and Other Instances ; Second Series, 
p- 146,—The Intercession of Christ; p. 147,—Examples of 
Intercessory Prayer ; The Biblical Treasury, vol. 1, p. 48, 3 
82,—A Brother’s Intercession ; p. 112, % 180,—TIntercession 
for a Father; Foster’s Prose Illustrations, First Series, p, 

7, 2 3353,—Harlan Page’s Success; 2 3334,—A Prince’s 
Entreaty ; 2 3337,—The Meaning of Intercession ; 3 3338,— 
A Silent Intercession ; Second Series, p. 9963,—The Signa- 
ture on the Banknote; Bertram’s Homiletic Cyclopedia, p. 
641, 3 3778,—The Need of Intercession ; Spencer’s Things 
New and Old, p. 507, % 1772,—The Excellency of Christ’s 
Intercession. 


BLACKBOARD HINTS. 


SHALL NOT THE JUDGE OF ALL THE EARTH DO RIGHT? 


INTERCESSION FOR OTHERS. 
TIMID, \ { PREVAILING WITH 
YET 


HESITATING, Gop. 





Let us therefore come boldly onto the throne of grace. 


THE POTENCY OF PRAYER. 





ABRAHAM CEASED TO ASE, 
ERE ! 
THe LORD CEASED TO GRANT. | 





ASK, AND YE SHALL RECEIVE. 


OUR GREAT ADVOCATE. 


DYING, HE PRAYED, 
FATHER, FORGIVE THEM. 


| RISEN AGAIN, 
HE EVER LIVETH TO MAKE INTERCESSION FOR US. 


ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 


Although the Hebrew word differs in the two cases, the 
fact that the men “looked toward Sodom” is a phrase that 
may be retained in mind when we come to the next lesson, 
where Lot’s wife “looked back from behind him.” The 
actual difference between the two expressions is that the men 
inclined as if to see more closely or clearly. The word 
means to bend over to look into more clearly; as of one 
bending over a roof-battlement, or looking down from a 
window. The Greek equivalent occursin 1 Peter 1: 12, “which 
things the angels desire to look into;” the angels, as it were, 
are stooping down from above as if to gaze more earnestly 
and deeply into these mysteries wrought on earth. But the 
angels who thus earnestly looked toward Sodom were bent 
on a nearer and exact inspection, so as accurately to fulfill 
their mission. ~ 

It is to be noticed that this oriental figure of seeing or 
looking reappears several times in the course of the general 
narrative of which this lesson is a part. “TI will go down, 
and see,” says Jehovah (v. 21). The same figure is employed 
in other portions of the Book of Genesis. Nor is it 
altogether an oriental expression. In common language we 
“look into” a thing for either inspection or correction ; 
and the “overseers” or “visitors” of a corporation are 
nearly the same thing, in a dignified or legal language. 
Many denominations of the Christian church keep the same 
figure in their “bishop.” 

It is perhaps too soon to discuss the “looking” done by 
Lot’s wife. Whether that implied more motion than the 
turning of her head, is a question. The fairer inference is 
that she stopped to look. The word is one which means to 
look at with attention or interest; to regard, or better, the 
French regarder, in those senses in which it shades off towards 
our English etymological equivalent. But there is a special 
reason for using the particular Hebrew word which is 
applied to her, which will be spoken of in the proper place. 

In verse 22 we have another variant, but almost synony- 
mous, phrase in place of “the men ‘looked,” of verse 16. 
But here, whether from the progress of the narrative, or 
from familiarity with the idiom, the statement that the men 
“turned their faces thence” does not strike the reader either 
as merely literal in its meaning, or as making the following 
statement, “and went toward Sodom,” tautologic. 

That “ Abraham went with them to bring them on their 
way,” is one of the most familiar and natural things in the 
East. Sometimes it is even an annoyance to a traveler to 
find himself subjected to that custom; and doubtless, at 
times, it is made the cover of espionage. Yet in most cases 
it is a pleasant and delightful custom. 

No modern illustrations would be more remarkable or 
touching than the one in our lesson. This custom left one 
other most affecting trace in our Bible, near the close of the 
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canon, which is worth nothing in this connection. It is to be 
found in Acts 21: 5, 6. 

Not very long ago the writer gave two very striking illus- 
trations of this custom which came within his experience in 
Cyprus ; where the parties that “went with us to bring us on 
our way” were in one case the military, and in the other the 
ecclesiastics. 

The oriental idiom in verses 17 and 18 are worth noticing ; 
and yet justice can hardly be done them in a short space. 
The meaning of tenses, as we understand them, drops entirely 
away in the original; and the words of Jehovah stand out 
with a vividness and fullness in which the simplicity of the 
Hebrew narrative is surpassed by no language or composi- 
tion. Try it thus: “And Jehovah said, Am J hiding (or, 
Am I to hide, or, Do I hide, or, Should J hide) from Abra- 
ham what J am doing? while Abraham is growing and to 
grow to a nation great and strong?” etc. “I” is emphatic, 
while the absence of the substantive verb, according to the 
Hebrew idiom, leaves the imagination to supply one or many 
of the meanings of the pregnant construction. “Is growing 
and to grow” is only an awkward way of showing the 
forcible idiom. “In becoming he shall become,” is more 
literal: “he shall surely become” is nearer the English. 


“That he will,” ete. (v.19), is “in order that he will.” 
Our conjunctional phrase, “in order that,” is an almost per- 
fect literal rendering of the Hebrew compound conjunction. 
The same is the case with “that the Lord may,” below, in 
the same verse. 

* Household ” (v. 19) is not to be understood as synonymous 
with “children,” nor with the family immediately related 
by blood. It includes the dependants, slaves, and all who 
might be classed as “the stranger [sojourner] that is within 
thy gates.” All these were almost a literal household, under 
the patriarchal rule; nor has the oriental government yet 
clearly broken loose from the ideas involved. To this day 
the Turkish empire is a hierarchy in theory; and the 
Mohammedan religion alone gives full rights as a citizen— 
wretched as even those rights are. Those of another religion 
are infidels and dogs, only tolerated, but holding both prop- 
erty and life at the pleasure of the ruling class. Through- 
out the East, moreover, it is still perfectly consistent with 
native common sense to suppose that the state may prescribe 
religion—in its belief, its form, and its education. The ques- 
tion of religious liberty, therefore, resolves itself into the 
question whether it is right that this or that religious sect 
should have the temporal rule, Of course each sect thinks 
any rule but such as its own might bear, a profanation and 
utterly unholy. Plato’s republic for the upper classes, with 
a mass of underling slaves in whom scarce humanity could 
be supposed inherent, is hardly a more monstrous idea of a 
state than, conceding the correctness of our republican or 
free-monarchical ideas, is entertained by the great mass 
of Orientals. 

And this suggests a remark which may not be out of place 
here. The wisdom of the best missionaries in not attempt- 
ing to alter too many popular ideas or customs before the 
gospel takes firm root, is not to be questioned. It often seems 
impossible immediately to graft this or that church polity 
upon an oriental body of professedly converted men. A west- 
ern form, administered with oriental ideas, becomes a very 
different machine from what it was supposed. Coal can 
scarcely be broken for market in a coffee-mill. In many 
respects, to use the old proverb, “the Oriental stands on his 
head where the Occidental stands on his feet.” There are 
many things in oriental habits and ideas—both descended 
through many generations—which can scarcely be attacked 
on primary gospel principles, even if they may be when light 
is greater. 

It is true that in some senses these statements may be sup- 
posed to be about words rather than things ; but still, as lan- 
guage is actually used, the mental and religious world is 
wider than that occupied by the occidental Christians, 
or even by all the Christians of any one age of the world. 
Said a world-renowned missionary to the writer, when dis- 
cussing some differences between eastern and western thought : 
“There are more phases of Christianity than can be grouped 
under Presbyterian, Episcopal, Methodist, and the like ; or 
else names will have to be understood to include many more 
things than have entered the brains of the most enlightened 
western Christians of even the nineteenth century.” How- 
ever, all human institutions have shown themselves flexible 
a well as frangible; and the divine institution for human 
salvation will not be found deficient, whether men always 
hit upon the right temporary expedient or not. 

“ Justice and judgment” would seem to be clear enough ; 
and yet judgment is not to be taken as meaning vengeance, 
or even strictly the enforcement of legal decisions. As over 
against each other, justice would mean the practice of a 
righteous man, and judgment the whole jus or body of legal 
institutions, written and unwritten. In a stricter sense it 
might stand for the administration of justice. But the com- 
monest oriental meaning of the phrase is what the gramma- 
rians call a hendiadys, or expressing one idea (here that of 
doing right) by means of two. This is most probable here, 
also, for the special reasons of the case. 
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BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


f All publications received will be promptly noticed under this head. 
The interest of our readers will guide us in making further notice.) 


BOOKS, 


The Hair; its crowth, care, diseases, and treatment. By C. Henri 
feonard, M. D. Lilustrated, Crown vo, pp. 316. Detroit, Mich.: 
©. Henri Leonard, Price, $2.00, 


The Science of Life; or, Animal and Vegetable Biology. yt the Rev. 
J. H. Wythe, A.M., M.i>. Ilustrated. Crown SVU, pp. 25. New 
York: Philips & Hunt. Price, $1.50. 

Historical Dineiatioes of the Old Testament. By the Rev. G. Rawlin- 
son, M.A. tu additions by Professor H. B. Hackett. (New edi- 
Lion.) ag a x, 287, Chicago: Henry A. Sumner & Uo, 

Cyclopedia of Biblical, Theological, and Ecclesiastical Literature. Pre- 


mred by John McClinteck, he od aud James Strong, 8. T.D. Vol. 9: 
thabanus-Slyx. sVvO, pay! New York: Harper & Brothers. 
Philadeiphia ; James pinion. (Bold by subscription. ) 


PAMPHLETS. 
Gliibert Haven; a monograph. By E. Wentworth, D.D. 
New Yorw: Phillips & Hunt. rrice, 2 cents. 


Joan of ifsc. By Alphonee de Lamartine, (Standard Series.) 4to, pp. 
15 ew York: 1. K. Fuuk & Co. Price, 10 cents. 


Canadian History. By James L. Hughes. (Chautauqua Text-books.) 
Slum0, pp. 6% New York: Phillips & Hunt. Price, 10 cents. 


English Literature. Ry Profemer J. H. Gilmore. (Chautauqua Text- 
books.) Simo, pp. U0. New York: Phillips & Hunt. Price, 20 cents. 


Frondes Agrestes; or, Readings in “ Modern Painters.’". By John Ruskin. 
(Standard Series.) 4to, pp. 22. New York: i, K. Funk & vo. Price, 
16 cents. 


12mo, pp. 42. 


The Orations of Demosthenes. 
(Standard Series.) 4to, pp. 57, 
w cen. 


Biblical Biology. 


Translated by Thomas Leland. Vol. 2. 
New York: 1, K. Funk & Co. Price, 


By the Rey. J. H. Wythe, A.M., M.D. (Chautauqua 
‘Yext-books,) 32mo, pp. 44. New York: Phillips & Hunt. Price, 
10 cents. 
self-education; what to do, and bow to do it. By Joseph Alden, D.D. 
ag Text-books,) 38mo, pp. 72. New York: Phillips & 
unt rice, 0 cents. 
The Life of James A. Garfield, Republican candidate forthe Presidency. 
With extracts from his speeches. By kdmund Kirke. Lilustrated, 


(Franklin Square Library.) 410, pp. 64 New York; Harper & 
Brothers. Price, 20 cents. 


The ninth volume of McClintock and Strong’s Oyclo- 
pedia of Biblical Literature extends from Rh to St, The 
general purpose of this cyclopedia is to furnish its pos- 
sessor with all needed miscellaneous information of a 
biblical, theological, and ecclesiastical nature. Its range 
is thus very extensive, so as to require no ordinary corps 
of editors to control and adjust the whole, In all 
the volumes which have thus far appeared, the defi- 
nition of its scope seems, moreover, to have been very 
liberally interpreted. The information given in the 
present volume, for example, extends to even the scat- 
tered details of Norse mythology. If some way 
could only be devised for making cyclopszdia articles 
take the place of special treatises by the most expert 
specialists, this series would make the library of an 
eflicient minister a very condensed and perfect one. In 
the great mass there is a wonderful fund of information ; 
but the several articles bave all grades of merit. The 
present volume differs little in general character from the 
preceding volumes, containing much that is good, some 
that is excellent, with the usual number of defects and 
errors. Its articles on subjects connected with Jewish lore 
are generally admirable; but tney show a lack of full knowl- 
edge of any but Jewish or German sources, In sundry 
technical points they show an advance, but stop with the 
imperfect knowledge of the German Jew, instead of keep- 
ing abreast with the thorough German (not to say English 
or American) orientalist. The article on the Samaritan 
language is several years behind the times. The article 
on “Stools” contradicts the decided and established 
testimony of antiquity. In the article on “Sheep” 
occurs a curious blunder, excusable in Gesenius’ time 
(though he did not make it), but unpardonable now, of 
mistaking a Cypriote coin for the Hebrew kestiah. On 
the coin figured for illustration can plainly be read in 
Cypriote characters the abbreviation for “ king ;” and 
the coin is one pretty well known, being of a time and 
reign (Evagorus I.) far later than any book of the Bible 
where the name éesifah is mentioned. The volume is 
loaded with the usual number of obscure obituaries. 
(8vo, cloth, illustrated, pp, vi, 1083. New York: Harper 
& Brothers. Philadelphia; J. K, Simon, agent. Sold 
by subscription.) 


A valuable addition to the critical literature of the 
New Testament is to be found in Zhe Authorship of the 
Fourth Gospel: External Evidences, by Professor Ezra 
Abbot. The form of the title, as well as the strict 
adherence to the evidences that are mered/y external, seems 
to imply that the author meditates an addition to the 
work, on the “internal evidences;” which would make 
a remarkable and valuable work indeed. The present 
volume, however, is the fruit of the author’s well-known 
ripe scholarship, keen insight, and accuracy almost pro- 
verbial, and cannot fail to take rank with the foremost 
publications on the general subject, both here and on the 
other side of the Atlantic. It is made available to more 
of the clerical profession than such books usually are, by 
introducing patristic and other quotations ‘in’ English, 








where practicable,—in a simple and literal translation. 
Scarcely anywhere will the reader find such a well- 
digested stock of information, and such forcible, not to 
say irrefragible, argument to prove the genuineness of 
John’s Gospel, The value of Professor Abbot’s work in 
refutation of the German and Dutch destructive criti- 
cism on the points of evidence here in question, is en- 
hanced by the fact that he is a Unitarian—with certainly 
no denominational dogmas to sustain through proving 
the genuineness of this Gospel. Professor Abbot, it will 
be borne in mind, is a valued member of the New Testa- 
ment company of the Bible Revision Committee. (8vo, 
paper, pp. 104. waeeaseh Sunen.oke H., Ellis.) 


The life of Samuel Lover, the versatile Irish story- 
teller, poet, dramatist, painter, and public lecturer, was 
certainly worth presenting to the public; but Mr. 
Andrew James Symington’s Samuel Lover must be 
called an essay toward a biography of Lover, rather than 
a biography proper. It is brightly and cheerily written, 
with copious extracts from Lover’s writings and letters, 
and may amuse the reader who is in want of a bio- 
graphical work of the same size as the volumes in the 
English Men of Letters series, but somewhat lighter and 
more popular in tone. In point of literary merit Mr. 
Symington’s book is not worthy to be classed with the 
issues of that series, and disappointment and confusion 
are likely to be caused by the fact that the publishers 
have given it an outward dress indistinguishable, to the 
careless eye, from that of Mr. Morley’s now well-known 
and serviceable library. (16mo, cloth, pp. 256. New 
York: Harper & Brothers, Price, 75 cents.) 


The number of published volumes of the Rev. Joseph 
Cook’s Boston Monday Lectures is now eight; and their 
popularity is attested by the fact that one of them is now 
in its sixteenth edition, another in its thirteenth, and 
another in its eleventh. Three volumes were issued from 
the lectures of 1877-78, three from those of 1878-79, and 
two have appeared from last season’s series. Of these 
the latest is Socialism, including ten lectures on social 
problems of various kinds: universal suffrage, self-help, 
co-operation, savings-banks, sanitary regulations, teachers’ 
salaries, tramps, Sunday laws, drunkenness, woman’s 
suffrage, etc. There are also the usual “ preludes on cur- 
rent events;” and the volume is on the whole unsur- 
passed, in its striking treatment of themes of current 
import, and in its stimulus to thought, by any of its 
predecessors. (12mo, cloth, pp. ix, 307. Boston: 
Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. Price, $1.50.) 





LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 


The Standard Series of Messrs. I. K. Funk & Co., New 
York, is now increased by the addition of the second 
volume of Mr, Thomas Leland’s standard and generally 
serviceable translation of The Orations of Demosthenes; 
Mr. Ruskin’s Frondes Agrestes, which consists of selec- 
tions from Ruskin’s Modern Painters, ‘“‘ chosen at her 
pleasure by the author’s friend, the younger lady of the 
Thwaite, Coniston, and reviewed by the author; ” and 
A. de Lamartine’s biographical sketch of Joan of Arc. 
The price of the two volumes of Leland’s Demosthenes 
is forty cents; of Frondes Agrestes, fifteen cents; and of 
ow of Arc, ten cents. 


The August Wide Awake contains another really 
delightful set of cat-pictures by Mr. J. G. Francis, a 
young Boston designer, whose appearance in what may 
be called the field of humorous natural history is regularly 
greeted with pleasure by the adult as well as the juvenile 
readers of the magazines to which he contributes. The 
other articles and pictures include pleasant things, but 
among the pictures, this month, is too large a proportion 
of vaguely drawn designs. The charcoal style of draw- 
ing should only be admitted to popular magazines within 
closely drawn limitations, which have in this issue been 
somewhat freely overstepped. 


Number eleven of Good Company includes, in its varied 
and attractive list of contents, an account of the great 
stock-yards at Chicago, by Mr, Charles Dudley Warner, 
written in that author’s delightfully characteristic style, 
—a style which may be enjoyed by all, but which, in an 
unusual degree, meets the selectest reader half-way, and 
gives pleasure in direct proportion as that reader is able 
to apprehend what is said. The other articles in the 
number, without being remarkable, form an entertaining 
miscellany for August reading; among the contributors 
being Miss Ellen W. Olmey; Mrs. Celeste M. A. Winslow, 
Mrs. Helen Campbell, Miss Dora Read Goodale, Mrs. 
‘Edward A, Walker, “ Octave Thanet,” and Mr, J, B, T. 





Marsh, all of whom have already anno elieenbtives t to 
Good Company’ 8 readers, 


The handy library of Chautauqua Text-books, which 
has contained a goodly amount of sound information on 
many themes, presented in a very cheap and convenient 
form, for the use of members of the Chautauqua Literary 
and Scientific Circle, and other students whose time is 
limited, has been increased by the addition of four new 
books, numbers 22, 23, 24, and 25 in the series. They 
are Biblical Biology, by the Rev. J. H. Wythe (price, 
ten cents); English Literature, by Professor J. H. Gilmore 
(price, twenty cents); Canadian History, by James L. 
Hughes (price, ten cents); and Self-Education, by the 
Rev. Dr. Joseph Alden (price, ten cents), Professor 
Gilmore’s compend of hints toward the study of the best 
books and authors in English literature is modestly and 
intelligently prepared. Professor Gilmore is fully aware 
of a fact which too many writers of similar works ignore 
—that they must be, after all, guide-posts rather than 
compendiums. Mr. Hughes’s hand-book of Canadian 
history is well prepared, being issued, we suppose, to take 
the place of the Rev. J. L. Hurlbut’s American History 
in Canadian branches of the organization for whose bene- 
fit these books are put forth. The Chautauqua Text- 
books are published by Paillips & Hunt, New York. 

Some fresh and interesting statistics relative to Ameri- 
can periodicals have been gathered by The Paper World, 
of Holyoke, Massachusetts. Moré newspapers and maga- 
zines are published in the United States than in all 
Europe. At the close of 1879, the total number of news- 
papers and other periodicals published in thirty-eight 
states, nine territories, and the District of Columbia, was 
9,196. Of these 792 were dailies, 147 semi-weeklies, 59 
tri-weeklies, 7,143 weeklies, 161 Sunday papers, 101 semi- 
monthlies, 750 monthlies, and 43 quarterlies. There are 
424 religious periodicals, ranging from dailies to month- 
lies; 147 educational, 132 agricultural, 90 medical, 43 
juvenile, 181 commercial, 46 temperance, 97 scientific, 
45 legal, and 8 devoted to the army and navy. As for 
the proportion issued in foreign languages, The Paper 
World says: “ With a population derived from all quar- 
ters of the globe, it was but to be expected that, as a 
natural sequence, journals in other languages than English 
would be published, and achieve more or less success in 
those localities which had been settled by colonies from 
foreign nations, or whose population had received, from 
time to time, large accessions of immigrants speaking a 
tongue native to many of its older residents. The enor- 
mous number of Germans who have immigrated here, 
and have settled largely in the states of Illinois, Iowa, 
New York, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin, will account 
for the preponderance of the journals in that language 
oyer those of all the other languages combined.” The 
numbers of periodicals in foreign languages are as fol- 
lows: German, 535; French, 35; Scandinavian, 28; 
Spanish, 23; Hollandish (Dutch), 9; Italian, 3; Welsh, 
5; Bohemian, 12; Portuguese, 2; Polish,2; Hebrew, 2 


Cherokee, 1 
WORK AND WORKERS. 
<>  - 

CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1880. 
Vermont, state, at Rutland_.....-.-.---- September or October 
Maine, state, at Brunswick ---......-------.---.---- Oct. 12, 13 
Pennsylvania, state, at Lancaster__-.----..----- Ovtober 12-14 
New Hampshire, state, at Manchester_-.--.--..---- Noy, 9-11 
Rhode Island, state, at Providence.--.-..--.--.... Nov. 10, 11 
New Jersey, state, at Camden_....-.---.-.------.- Nov. 16-18 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL ‘ASSEMBLIES. 


Chautauqua ---.....--..-.-------------2.--.---- August 3-19 
Kansas, at Bismarck Grove------------------.-- August 10-19 
United Brethren Camp Ground, Lisbon, Iowa____ August 13-18 
Island Heights, New Jersey------------------.-- August 18-22 


New England, at South Framingham, Mass__Aug, 23 to Sept. 1 





COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 

—The next annual convention of the Butler County 
(Pa.) Sunday-school Association will be held in Butler, 
October 5 and 6. The officers of the association have 
for some time been engaged in preliminary work for the 
convention. 

—The Sunday-school assemblies still to be held, this 
season, or now in progress, are Chautauqua, August 3- 
19; Bismarck Grove, Kansas, August 10-19 ; Lisbon, 
Iowa, August 13-18 ; Island Heights, New Jersey, August 
18-22; South Framingham, Massachusetts, August 23 to 
September 1. 

—The sixteenth annual convention of the Pennsyl- 
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vania State Sunday-school Association will be held at 
Lancaster, October 12-14. The list of speakers will 
include the Rev. Drs. John Hall, Joseph A. Seiss, Richard 
Newton, and P. S. Henson, and Mr. John Wanamaker. 
Mr. W. G. Fischer will lead the music. 


—The remaining state Sunday-school conventions of 
1880 will be held as follows: Maine, at Brunswick, 
October 12 and 18; Pennsylvania, at Lancaster, October 
12-14; New Hampshire, at Manchester, November 9-11; 
Rhode Island, at Providence, November 10 and 11; 
New Jersey, at Camden, November 16-18. The Vermont 
convention will be held at Rutland some time in Sep- 
tember or October. 


WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


—The third annual Sunday-school convention of 
Mississippi was held at Meridian, July 7 and 8. © A cor- 
respondent writes: “The attendance was good ; and har- 
mony, earnestness, and decided hopefulness characterized 
ita labors. A resolution deprécating the abuse of the 
Sabbath, and bringing out an open letter, with legal points, 
etc., to be published in all papers in the state, was one 
of the advanced steps. The letter appeals to magistrates, 
grand jurors, and other officials, and claims the positive 
support of all Christians and Sunday-school workers.” 

—The second annual session of the Cumberland Valley 
Sunday-school Assembly was held at Oakville, Pennsyl- 
vania, July 12-17. An official report says that it was 
“such a success in numbers, interest and revenue, as to 
insure the permanency of the enterprise, a result which 

-we record with a feeling of profound gratification, as it 
is a prophecy of the elevation of the standard of Sun- 
day-school work throughout Central Pennsylvania, and 
will mark a new era in the progress of self-culture on 
the part of Sunday-school teachers within the same 
territory. The attendance upon the recent session was 
fully three times as large as that upon the former, the 
interest manifested as great, and the income sufficient to 
meet expenses, not counting the rental of the grounds, 
which, it is confidently hoped and expected, will here- 
after be made up to the Camp Meeting Association 
that has so generously provided the facilities for holding 
the Assembly heretofore.” There wereabout two hundred 
and fifty persons in the normal class, conducted by the 
Rev. J. A. Worden and the Rey. J. B. Young, and the 
promised lectures were delivered; save that Professor 
Patton, of Chicago, took the place of Professor Hodge, of 
Princeton. 

—The Round Lake Sunday-school Assembly, under 
the direction of the Rev. J. A. Worden, Preshyterian 
Secretary of Sunday-school work, completed its work for 
the summer on Thursday evening, July 30, after a session 
of ten days of continued interest and profit. The large 
grounds of the Round Lake Camp Meeting Association, 
Saratoga County, New York, were occupied by a greater 
company than at any previous assembly; composed of 
all denominations, and including a large representation 
of clergymen. Marked attention was given to the 
instructional features of the Assembly ; and the normal 
class, occupying two hours’ drill each day, was subjected 
to a close written examination, Thirty-two diplomas 
were awarded, with appropriate exercises at the closing 
session on Wednesday evening. Two or three lectures 
were given each day by leading ministers and workers, 
including the Rev. Drs. J. P. Newman, W. P. Breed, 
Thomas Armitage, F. L. Patton, A. A. Hodge, and G,. 
McCloskie; and the Rev. Messrs Waite, Worden, and 
Coxe, In addition, Professor McCloskie instructed a 
large class in microscopy, and the children had a daily 
meeting for instruction in Bible knowledge under the 
direction of Mrs. 8. W. Clark. A prominent feature of 
the assembly was the blackboard work of the Rev. A. A. 
Waite, of Boston, who showed peculiar facility with the 
crayon, and made lasting impressions by his aptness of 
illustration and earnestness of appeal. At the close of 
the Assembly the trustees of the association decided to 
continue the Assembly in 1881, under the direction of the 
same conductor. 


—The fiftéenth annual convention of the Iowa State 
Sunday-school Association was held at Des Moines, 
June 15-17. Resolutions were adopted favoring greater 
efforts toward Sunday observance ; and also favoring the 
giving up of one day in the week of prayer of 1881 to 
the temperance cause. The following temperance resolu- 
tions were also adopted: “ Resolved, That we heartily 
approve the proposed amendment to the Constitution 
of Iowa, forbidding the manufacture and sale for drink- 
ing purposes within the State of all intoxicating liquors ; 
we also urge upon all Christian workers the duty of 
praying for the success of thismeasure. That we approve 
of the efforts of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union 





to secure quarterly temperance lessons in all our Sunday- 
schools; and we regard,the increased study of God’s 
Word on this subject as the surest method of advanc- 
ing the temperance reform, That we recommend each 
Sunday-school to become a temperance society, and to 
devote each quarterly Sunday to its temperance lesson, 
That we indorse the action of the National Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union in appointing a standing 
committee to consider ‘The Relation of Intemperance 
to Sabbath Desecration.’”” The report of Mr, Robert 
Grant, statistical secretary, showed the number of Sup- 
day-schools to be 1,813 (of which 1,301 reported) ; 
officers and teachers, 17,150; scholars, 100,834; church- 
members in schools, 16,108 (outofa church-membership 
of 38,534); schools open all the. year, 844. Seventy-two 
counties (out of ninety-nine) are organized, and 251 
townships, out of 1,469. Mr. Grant began by saying: 
“In presenting our annual report of the Sunday-school 
work in Iowa, we realize that while we shall confine 
ourselves to facts and figures only as they have come 
to us through the proper officials, we shall neces- 
sarily present a report in some respects anything but 
encouraging. We trust, however, as you shall look over 
the table of statistics, and find, perhaps, many discrep- 
ancies,—many counties not reported at all, and others very 
inaccurately,—you will give us credit for having used 
every means in our power to obtain from our county 
secretaries an accurate account of their present condi- 
tion. My predecessor in his report of last year said that 
more than forty counties remained to be organized before 
success shall crown our efforts equal to our sister states. 
By glancing at the table of this year’s statistics you will 
observe that seventy-two of the ninety-nine counties 
of the State report themselves as organized, showing 
a het gain in organizations of thirty-three per cent. 
during the past year. You will also observe that we 
have received written statistical reports from fifty of the 
counties, with an increase over last year of thirty-five 
per cent. During the year that which has pleased us 
most, and whieh we, regard as an indication of good, is 
the manifest recognition of the fact that normal study 
of the Bible is essential to the greatest success in teaching.” 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL CENTENARY. 


—Of the Sunday-school Centenary services which were 
held in many parts of England, not a few followed the 
London programme as closely as circumstances would 
permit. ‘‘ Almost every city and town of any preten- 
sionsat all,” says the London Sunday-school Times, 
“held services. At Gloucester, as at London, the cele- 
bration covered several days, and during its progress there 
was unveiled, by the Earl of Shaftesbury, the Raikes 
statue which is to be erected in Gloucester Cathedral.” 

—Dr. Vincent, in a Sunday-school Centenary letter 
sent to The Christian Union, says that “there werescarecly 
any Church of England people present at the union 
Centenary gatherings ;” and that “there were few min- 
isters of any denomination present at the meetings. 
He adds: “ Perhaps a wiser policy toward the ministers 
by the managers of the London {Sunday-school] Union 
(there is'mo clergyman of any denomination in their 
board of managers) would be of great advantage to both 
laity and clergy. On the whole, the London Centenary 
... Wasagreatsuccess, It was & great task to be under- 
taken by the gentlemen of the Union, who without salary, 
fee, or reward, devote so much time to this noble society. 
A few people found fault, They were not made enough 
of. But the whole series of services received the hearty 
indorsément of the lookers-on, and of the people who 
come from afar. The most important action taken was 
the appointment of an ‘ International Normal Committee’ 
charged with the duty of preparing several outlines of 
reading and study for actual and ‘intending’ teachers 
of all grades. The names of this committee will soon 
be announced.” 


—During the Sunday-school Centenary celebrations in 
London there was unveiled in the court-yard of Essex 
Street Chapel (Unitarian), London, a monument com- 
memorating the “ First Twelve Originators of Sunday- 
schools.” Of this memorial The London Sunday- 
school Times says: “The monument consists of an ideal 
representation of a boy reading the Bible, seated on 
a pedestal, the motto underneath being ‘ Feed My Lambs.’ 
The following inscription is carved on the face of the 
monument: ‘Erected to commemorate the Christian 
efforts of the originators of Sunday-schools (members 
of various churches), from the time of Cardinal Bor- 
romeo, 1580, to that of Theophilus Lindsey and Robert 
Raikes, 1780; in gratitude to God for his blessing on 
Sunday-school labors during the past century, and in fer- 
vent hopes that the time may soon come when differences 





of opinion may no longer separate disciples of Christ in 
works of usefulness. 1880. “By this shall all men 
know ye are my disciples, if ye have loveone to another.”’ 
The names of the originators of Sunday-schools which 
are to be carved on the side of the pedestal, are: ‘Car- 
dinal Borromeo (Roman Catholic), Milan, 1580; the 
Rev, Joseph Alleine (Nonconformist), Bath, 1668 ; Mrs. 
C. Boevey (Church of England), Flaxley, 1717 ; the Rev. 
Theophilus Lindsey (Unitarian), Catterick, 1764; Mrs, 
Catherine Cappe (Unitarian), Bedale, 1765; Miss Hannah 
Ball (Methodist), High Wycombe, 1769; Mr. William 
King (Whitfieldite), Darnley, 1774; Mr. James Heys 
(Presbyterian), Little Lever, 1775; the Rev. Thomas 
Kennedy (Episcopal), Downington, 1776; Mr. David 
Simpson (Episcopal), Macclesfield, 1778; the Rev. Thomas 
Stock and Mr. Robert Raikes (Church of England), 
Gloucester, 1780.” 


—In writing of the religious and social state of Eng- 
lish country towns when Robert Raikes began his Sun- 
day-school work, the Rev. G. T. Coster says, in The 
London Sunday-school Teacher: ‘‘ The masses of the peo- 
ple were sunken in ignorance, The educational institu- 
tions of the country were largely diverted from the classes 
for whom they had been founded, while the parochial 
charity schools taught but little and reached very few. 
‘The Sunday-schools established by Mr. Raikes of 
Gloucester,’ says Mr. Green in his ‘Short History of the 
English People,’ ‘were the beginnings of popular educa- 
tion.’ Gambling prevailed. State lotteries sanctioned the 
perilous fascination. ‘A traveler in London in 1775 observes 
that he could not help looking with displeasure at the 
number of paper lanthorns that dangled before the doors 
of lottery offices, considering them as so many false lights 
hung out to draw fools to their destruction ’—fools that 
had, many of them, little enough to lose. Drunkenness 
was considered no discredit to the great; and, a fashion- 
able sin among the higher, we cannot wonder at its 
prevalence among other classes. The public houses in 
London in 1736 were, in proportion to the population, 
nine times more numerous than a century later. The 
moral and intellectual condition of the lower classes pre- 
sented a terrible spectacle of ignorance and depravity. 
What Hannah More—who did so much by her day 
schools for the children of the agricultural poor—found 
in Gloucestershire and Somersetshire was to be found in 
any county in England. The parishes within fifteen 
miles of her residence she describes as ‘almost pagan.’ 
Thirteen of them were without a resident curate. At 
Cheddar, with a population of two thousand, eight per- 
sons at the morning service and twenty in the afternoon 
were considered a good congregation. Noclergyman had 
resided in it for forty years. Children were buried with- 
out any funeral service. In another parish, among a 
hundred and eight children, not one could tell who had 
made them. At Wiveliscombe, the incumbent was 
nearly always intoxicated, and was ‘ very frequently pre- 
vented from preaching by two black eyes honestly earned 
in fighting.” At Cheddar, where in 1789 she began her 
work, she was opposed by all the farmers, whom she 
found to be ‘as ignorant as the beasts that perish, intoxi- 
cated every day before dinner, and plunged in such vices 
as make me think London a virtuous place.’ When she 
first’ visited it, she went to every house in the place, and 
found each a scene ‘of the greatest ignorance and vice.’ 
‘We saw,’ she says, ‘but one Bible in the parish, and 
that was used to prop aaflower-pot.’ Such was rural 
England a century ago!” 


GENERAL. 


—An official statement of the “Salvation Army” pre- 
sents, under dateof June, 1880, the following statistics 
of its force and work, after fifteen years’ labor: Number 
of corps now established, 162; number of field officers 
actively engaged with the corps, 240; number of officers 
on the general staff, 30; number of cadets in the Training 
Home, 15; total number of officers, 285. Number of 
services held every week, 2,500; number of voluntary 
public speakers, 5,280; total sitting accommodation (ex- 
clusive of America), 120,000. “It is estimated that we 
reach with the gospel, every week, about 2,000,000.” 
Total amount contributed by the people themselves at 
the stations, and expended by local treasurers and secre- 
taries, for the year ending April 12, 1880 (exclusive of 
America), £14,669 6s. 9d.; amount expended since the 
commencement of the work on the purchase, erection, 
or fitting up of buildings used by the Army, £17,531; 
amount expended in furnishing officers’ quarters in sixty- 
five towns, £2,280; annual rental of other buildings 
hired for services, with ground-rents and interest on 
above, £8,167 6s, The War Cry, the English official 
paper of the Army, has a weekly circulation of 48,000, 
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As for the American department of the 
Army, it had, on May 16, 1880, eight corps, 
sixteen officers, and forty cadets. 918 con- 
versions had been claimed, of whom 412 
had united with the Army. Of these 369 
were speakers, including thirty Germans, 
$2,405 had been received for the work. 
The English headquarters of the Salva- 
tion Army are at 272 Whitechapel Road, 
London; and the American headquarters 
are at No. 45 South Third Street, Phila- 
delphia. 


MISSIONS. 


—The Moravians report 30,883 commu- 
nicants in America, Germany, and Great 
Britain, an increase of 264 during the past 
year. This total does not include the 
communicants in the mission field, who 
are more numerous. 


—The American Board of Commision- 
ers for Foreign Missions supports, in various 
parts of the world, 689 missions and sta- 
tions, 394 American missionaries, and 1,170 
native helpers. They have 14,675 com- 
municants in their churches, 725 students 
in their theological and training schools, 
1,202 scholars in girl’s boarding schools, 
and 24,042 in common schools. 


—The total income for their last fiscal 
year, of thirty-four British and religious 
benevolent societies, was $6,080,000. The 
largest income was that of the Church 
Missionary Society, $1,066,870. The re- 
ceipts of eight principal societies made an 
aggregate of $3,542,710. The grand total 
of receipts for foreign and home missions, 
Bible and educational societies, etc., was 
$8,647,095. The London Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel is said to have 
made 80,000 converts in Madras, and the 
Church Missionary Society, 101,000. Two 
English University missions have been 
undertaken in India; one at Delhi by 
Cambridge University, and one at Calcutta 
by Oxford University, The aim of these 
missions is to make an impression on the 
most cultured classes of India, The mis- 
sionaries are to work together. 


—Of missions in Palestine Dr. Theodore 
Ohristlieb says: “ Palestine is a land of 
missions, but a barren one, amidst the 
marvelous divisions of its many Christian 
and non-Christian parties and sects ; tilled 
by many missionary societies, but yielding 
little fruit. Here we find the Church 
Missionary Society (of England) now in- 
creasing its forces, with six stations ; Jeru- 
salem with a small Arabian Protestant 
congregation, besides the English and Ger- 
man ones; Nazareth with a Protestant 
church of 420 members, composed chiefly 
of Greeks; Jaffa Nablous, and now Gaza, 
and Es Salt on the other side of Jordan, 
with 1,108 native Christians, and 21 schools, 
with 751 scholars, The Lorflion Jewish 
Mission, and the mission schools of the 
late Bishop Gobat, have been handed over 
almost entirely to the Church Missionary 
Society. German societies, too, are here 
at work, as the Jerusalem Association of 
Berlin, the Crischona mission, the deacon- 
esses from Kaiserswerth (in Asia Minor 
and Egypt), engaged more especially in 
educational and philanthropic work, In 
the ancient Ramoth Gilead (Es Salt) there 
has been formed recently a church of 
Bedawins, and many of the villages around 
«re begging that school-masters may be 
sent them.” The Gospel in All Lands 
(magazine) adds: “In Syria (by which we 
mean the country north of Palestine 
proper, commencing at Acre and extend- 
ing north for about 200 miles, and includ- 
ing about 75 miles from the sea inland for 
the entire distance), there are at work the 
British Syrian Schools and Bible Mission, 
the Lebanon School Committee of the 
Free Church of Scotland, the Church Mis- 
sionary Society of England, the Irish 
Presbyterians, the Quaker mission, the 
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American United Presbyterians, = the 
Board of Foreign Missions of the Presby- 
terian Church of America. The last named 
occupies the largest portion of the field... . 
The number of the British Syrian schools 
now amounts to 30, attended by 3,000 chil- 
dren; while the total of all Protestant 
schools in Syria proper is 184, with 341 
teachers and 10,585 scholars; 4,782 are 
girls, of whom 1,000 are Mohammedans. 
About 300 Turkish women receive Bible 


Syrian schools.” This statement is well 
enough so far as it goes, but it ignores en- 
tirely the Syrian Protestant College at 
Beirdt, and the medical college and theo- 
logical seminary therewith connected. ‘The 
American Presbyterians have nearly or 
quite as many schools as all the rest put 
together. 


—The completion of the translation of 
the New Testsiment into the Japanese lan- 
guage was celebrated at Tokio last April. 
The Rey. Luther H. Gulick writes from 
Yokohama to the Bible Society Record: 
“The publication of the New Testament, 
translated into the Japanese language by 
the committee organized in 1874, has at last 
been completed. The translation itself 
was finished some months since, and the 
last portions were published on April 17, 
On April 19, a meeting, under the auspices 
of the Permanent Translation Commit- 
tee, was held in Tokio, in the Rey, D. 
Thompson’s native church, to celebrate 
the important event. Missionaries of at 
least fourteen different societies were pres- 
ent, and a large congregation of Japanese 
Christians of various denominations. Dr. 
Nathan Brown, of the American Baptist 
Mission, who, a few months since, com- 
pleted an independent translation of the 
New Testament into Japanese, read the 
nineteenth Psalm; and the Rev. J. Piper, 
of the Church Missionary Society, offered 
prayer. The Rev, Dr. G. F. Verbeck 
presided, and delivered an address in his 
own inimitable Japanese; Dr, J. C, Hep- 
burn followed with a very interesting his- 
torical narrative of Bible translation into 
the Japanese language, in English; after 
which the Rev. Okuno Masatauna, one of 
the native translators, spoke eloquently in 
Japanese. The exercises continued for 
about three hours, with sustained interest 
to the last. This interesting event marks 
an era in the evangelization of Japan. 
No possible reverses can now quench the 
light—God’s light—in this heathen land. 
Were every missionary now again ex- 
pelled, as they were three centuries &go 
(leas seven years), it would be impossible 
to also expel the Scriptures, which during 
the last decade have been sown widely 
through the land. Thousands of New 
Testaments and hundreds of Bibles in the 
Chinese language: have been circulated in 
Japan ; and it is a moderate estimate that 
more than one hundred thousand portions 


distributed, mainly sold, by January 1, 
1880.” Dr. Gulick adds that “in many 
sections our books are bought with a readi- 
iness unknown before, and booksellers are 
willing to keep the Scriptures for sale as 
they have not hitherto been.” He further 
says, speaking of the general state of Chris- 
tianity in Japan: “ One of the indications 
of general Christian growth in Japan is 
found in the statistical table just published 
in the annual report of the Evangelical 
Alliance of Japan. The total membership 
of Protestant churches, December, 1879, 
was 2,701,—an increase of 1,084 since July, 
1878. There are now, as missionaries in 
in Japan, sixty-six married couples (mak- 
ing 132 married men and women), eleven 
unmarried men, and forty unmarried 
women ; making a grand total of 188, of 
whom 140 are Americans, Considering 
the intimate relations between Japan and 





of the Japanese New Testament had been |. 


can 5 sitebinpaien is but proper, ant it should 
be a further stimulus to our churches to a 
full discharge of duty toward our nearest 
transoceanic neighbor.” It is hoped to 
push the work of translation to the inclu- 
sion of the Old Testament ; meanwhile the 
Chinese version serves in some measure to 
remedy, with the scholarly portion of the 
empire, the lack of the whole Bible in 
Japanese. 





BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week. The 
regular edition this week jor subscribers is 
44,500 copies. Advertisers are free to exam- 
ine the subscription list at any time. The 
uniform advertising rate for ordinary adver- 
tisements is 20 cents per agate line for each 


I, L. Oragin & Oo., 116 So. Fourth 8t., 
Philadelphia, will send by mail, gratis, to 
any address, a sample of the celebrated 
Dobbins Electric Soap, on receipt of 15 
cents, which exactly pays pc Lenai..iallt 








SPECIAL NOTICE. 

~ Our readers have onl; to try the A. S. T. Co.’s Black 
Tip, advertised In another column, to be ea 
that it is what is nected on children’ 8 shoes. B 


SEND 25 CENTS 


To SCRIBNER & CO.,743 Broadway, New York, 
for a specimen copy of Rev. Dr. Robinson’s new Sun- 
day-school hymn and tune book, 


“SPIRITUAL SONGS FOR THE 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL,” 


Containing 200 quarto pegs. (277 hymns and 221 tunes 
and chants), beautifuliy bound in rea cloth. 
The Interior, of Chicago, says of it (July 29, 1880): 
Me pad know of no other book so excellent for the Sun- 
“school service of song as this, nor so admirably 
for cultivating what is greatly needed in all our 
Sunday-schoolsa love for really good hymns and 
In fineness of paper, clearness of 
ype, and beauty of binding, the work is equaled by 
nothing in its line. It is a model. 
The music for opening and closing exercises on the 
last page is alone worth the cost of the book to super- 


intendents. Price to Sunday-schools, 40 cents. Send 
for sample. 


SCRIBNER & CO., 
743 Broadway, New York. 
ONFEDERATE BRIGADIERS. 


2h . humorous ow Words by R. J. Burdette, 
‘lawkeye. usic by Charles F. Dennee. 

A jolly thing for the ‘Yanks.” Every zoos 5 who was 

he ey or who knew tay A who t” in the 

A, ough t to have ® copy of The Confederate Briga- 

a! 


diers. ed for 40 
L ee WALKER, 
1113 CHESTNUT sT., PHILADELPHIA. 


The Presb yterian Journal 


ot —— hia will issue an unusually interesting 
number on the 24th inst., containing an illustrated ac- 
count of the 3ist Anniversary of the Sunday-school of 
the First Baptist Church of Francisco, which will 
be of value to a aes my of Sunday- schools as 
suggestive for si exercises in their own schools, 
also a * ‘ 


Question. lonary Column will have an article 
a. “ Missions in Japan,” the subject for the next 
ear eaher tense valuable editorials, etc,, etc. This 
ed to any address on receipt of ‘two three- 
by stam) r the JOUBNAL will be sent for the re- 
mainder of the year for 50 cents. Address 
PRESBY JOURNAL, Philadelphia, Pa. 





and economy combined 


HOOK & HASTINGS, 


BOSTON, MASS. 
ESTABLISHED IN 1827. 
Builders of the Grand for the Cineinnati 
Music H 


$ the pow Centennial Organ; the 
great PE in ‘plymouth Church, Brooklyn; and of 


CHURCH ORGANS 


for every part of the country. 
We invite attention to our new les of PARLOR 
pipes only) at prices varying from §400 to 
, ORGANISTS, and others, 
are Leben to apply to us direct for all’ infornsation 
ety ted with our art. IPTIVE CIRCU- 
RS al epanteatiens furnished on 
Second-hand Organs in great variely 
gains to purchasers. 
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STANDARD BIOGRAPHIES) 
OF THE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES. 
Boe Pages Boch, New, Ai Authentic, Complete, 
= fitsecrations, The Fastest Selling Books of the Day. 
‘ EZANCOCEH,’ 
BEST BOOKS. (TLIBERAL TERMS. 
AGENTS WANTED EVERYWHERE. 
For fall description & terms, Address, at ence, J.C. BeCURDY & Co, 
Putiap'a, Pa. ; Cincinnati, O.; Cucado, Inu. ; St. Loums, , Mo. 


AGENTS WANTED for our NEW BOOK, 


“BIBLE FOR THE YOUNG.” 


Story of the Scriptures by Rev. Geo. Alexan- 
der Crook, DB. 1 simple and attractive ve language for for 
interesting an 


» making 
ey Youth's Ponto ea 
parent wi secnre this work. Preachers, you eben} 
circulate it. circulars 
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Extra Tereen. 7 Bs OA MBERS & CO., St. Louls, Mo. Mo. 
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HARRY ANGELL, tot Poarth Ave. New York City. 
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JOHN L THOMBON, Ass’t 
COLUMBIA BICYCLE. 
A practicalroad machine. Indorsed 
by the medical profession as the 
most healthful ef outdoor sports. It 
augments three-fold tue locomotive 
power of any ordinary man. Send 
3c. stamp for 24 page catalogue, with 
; or, 10c, for catalogue, price 
ist, and Bicyclin bf orld, 
THE POP FG CO. 
o4 Sumer Breet. Boston, Mass. 


lication, 
r sale at bar- 























Caprr. 








.y 2188 8. 


ORT ens 


The haw warm upper and lower tosms. 










most 
Coal Steves in as 
8.C. BIBB & SON 
Foundry Office and Sales: 
39 and 41 Light Street, 
Md. 


ore, 
Mazeiemep State Mantes. 
OF Send for Circulars. 





America, this preponderance here of Ameri- 








AGENTS WANTED FOR ‘THE 
ICTORIAL. 


HISTORY or™= WORLD 


_Embracing full and eatheutia accounts of eve’ 
of ancient and modern times, and includ Le x 
history of the rise and fall of the Greek and Roman 
eee ee middle ages, the crusades, the feudal 
PA reory e reformation, the discovery and settlement 
f the New World, etc. It contains 673 fine his- 
costes on ravings, ‘and is the most complete History 
ot the World ever published. Send for specimen 
pages and extra terms to agents. Address 
__ NatronaL PURLISHING Co., Philadelphia Pa. 


AGENTS WANTED for the 
Beogenn Manual : Histori- 
Documentary, Biographical, 
Statistical, “inane jal. and Political. 
Six books in one. Edited by Rev. 
E.O, Haven, LL.D. Tratetion a life 
of Gen, Garfield, with a sketch of 
Gen, Arthur. By Rev. G. Draper, 
.D., of New York. Over 500 pages, 
) 60 illustrations. ‘In authorship, 
4 pnomtogary & style and terms to 
mee 4agents, we have no competitor. 
E. B. TREAT, Publisher, 





757 Broadway, N. Y. 


AGENTS | WANTED 
THE OBJECT TEACHING BIBLE 


The best Bible we have ever seen. We bougint one 
several months and really think it is worth double 
its cost, "The chil ob will love it, and receive everlast- 
ing impressions from it.— Wesleyan Christian Advocaie, 

Send for circular and particulars. Give age, ex- 

. and territory wanted. 
_ Send this. W. J. HOL LAND, Springfield, Mass. 


os - IMPORTANT To AGENTS. 


GEN. JAMES A. GARFIELD 


RY is persona] friend, MAJOR BUNDY, Editor N. Y. 
fail, is the only edition to which Gen. Garfield has 
ven, personal attention or facts. Beautifully illus- 
ated, printed and bound. Full! length steel portrait 

by Hail, fom ms owe ae Leow ex reaaly for this work. 


beral terms. Send 
Aetly ro for vompiste 
? 8. ae erase & CO., 111 & 113 $ William St., shana York. 


TED to sell the LIF 


ae JAS. A. GARFIELD 


By his comrade in arms, Ge 
ee oo authentic, low ed. ‘uly allestrated: 
Positively the best book. None ether 
oficial. Send 50e. at once for outfit. We give the 
best terms, Aci quick and you can coin money 

hawneu es BROs., 723 Chestnut St., ses Pa. 


NTS WANTED Wo sell the LIFE o 


“GENERAL HANCOCK, 


By his life-long friend, om. J. W. FORNEY, an 
author of wide admirer of tt & mm) n of national reputation, 
an ar dent admirer of the‘ oaerb soldier.”’ is work 
is low priced. Fully illus- 
trated. Positively the ablest and most truly afeial 
work. We grant we -y~ A mary > Outfit, 

aa Particulars — ao eats Address, 

UNION BUOK Som Pat Y, “Philadelphia, Pa. 


“ALPHA BLACKBOARD CRAYONS. 


oannnnt and square. White, clean, dustiess. Send for 
ae ie. Our new catalogue ‘of educational and useful 
containing 134 pees § and over 300 illustrations, 
to any pry post-paid, for 25 cents in stamps. 
BAKER, PRATT, & CO., General Schoo! Furnishers 
19 BOND STREET, NEW YORK. 


EDUCATIONAL. 


‘Hanover Academy, 


TAYLORSVILLE P.0O., VIRGINIA. 
Col. HILARY P. JONES M, A. Principal. 


This is One of the oldest Boarding Schools for Boys 
and Young Men in Virginia. Its sessions are divided 
into two terms, beginning respectively Oct, ist and 
Feb. 14th. 

For catalogues, etc., address the Principal. 


A "4 SUBURBAN HOME SCHOOL, New Haven, 
Comm. Founded in 1853 for a few small boys. 
Strictly a family school, giving the very best advant- 
ages $600 Home Home for Orphans. See the Rey. Dr. 


We2eians (N. J.) ACADEMY. Thorough in- 
struction, home comforts, fine, healthy location, 
moderate rates. lor circularsaddress A. C, Norris,A.M. 
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EDUCATIONAL. EDUCATIONAL. EDUCATIONAL. 
TILDEN LADIES’ SEMINARY, COOK ACADEMY. BETTS’ MILITARY ACADEMY. 
West Lebanon, N. Four Prepares for the the bent collar Near situated hi fr 
tion Naenpee in teclihtions percarthe | it beautiful Watking and Havane = - ae Cced aieion “Weer 


like, and less expensive than apy other school of the 

same grade. Send for our new triennial catalogue 

and report of the 25th Anniversary, and correspond 

with HIRAM ORC , A.M., “Principal. 
August, 1880, 


S*% GEORGES’ HALL FOR BOYS, Reisterstown, 
Maryland. Prof. James C. Kinear, A.M., Princtpal. 
An unsirpassied Boarding School. Reference in Phila- 
delphia, Rev. Isaac L, Nicholson, D.D., St. Mark’s 
Chureh; in New York, Mrs. Admiral D. G. Fanaguh; 
Washington, Col. T. J. Lee A. 


COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE, Salem, N. s. 
H. P. DAVIDSON, A. M., PRIncipaL. _ThisSchoo 4 
limited in numbers, is in ev ery sense a home school. 
The pupils are developed morally as well as intellect- 
ually. $60 a term in any of the four departments. 

Send for Catalogue. 





» uv. 


ST. ACNES SCHOOL, 


ALBANY, NEW ani 
The Rt. Rev. W. C. Doane, 8.T.D.. Principal and 
Rector. Sister Helen, Head of the House; Miss E. 
W. Boyd, Head of the wi %2 The Eleventh NY of 
this School will begin (D. V.) Wedn , Sept. 15, 
1830. Terms: $350 for the School Year } En ce 
Fee. Circulars, giving full information, may be had 
gpen seolieniel tothe Rt. Rev. W. C. DOANE, or 
nes 8 

INDEN HALL (MORAVIAN) SEMINARY tor 
Girls, at Litiz, Lancaster Co., Pa. hty-seventh 
year, For circulars containing course 0 study, etc., 

address Rev. H. A. BRICKSTEIN, Principal. 


MISS BULKLEY’S 
SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES, 
TARRYTOWN-ON-THE-HUDSON, 

Will reopen Wednesday, September 15. 


\ALLANAN COLLEGE, DES MOINES, IOWA. 

J Sapemtor advantages for the etuestion of YOUNG 

LADI a year begins Se 8 Send for 
cireular to the Principal, C. R. POM ROY. 

M*: VERNON SEMINARY, “1100 M ‘Street, 

Washington, D. C. Boarding and Day School 

for Young Ladies. A safe, pleasant, Christ home 

where young ladies can receive a thorough English 

education, with superior a in Instrumental 


and Voecai Music, Moder = Langueses on and Art. A nd 
E. SOMERS, Principal 


to MRS. J. Refer to = 
Simpson and Rev. O. H. Tiffany, D.D., Philad 


ROOKS Seminary for Young Ladies, re aaa e 
‘Terrace, ean td pee 2 ¢ —— Poughkeepsie). 
Tenth year. Limited numbers. Piet antages. 
Address Mrs. M. B, J. WHITE, Pi neipal. 


RIVERVIEW ACADEMY 
POUGHKEEPSIE, N. Y¥. 

A thorough-goi wide-awake school for boys, 

combining twdy, WAMtary oe 

tion in due proport Descripti a teehin, ‘with 

Chart of Requisitions for ve Raantenina sent on re- 

ceipt of six cents postage. OT S BISBEE, A.M.., Prin. 


The New England Conservatory 
» Lal gs oldest in the country, and the lar; sed Laney 
ool the world. 
I 1 mty-fiv 
ennieys A FINISHED :2r7-ire 
has had over 25,000 Pupils, & enjoys a reputation 


unequalled for furnis ing 
négoicte MUSICAL Bnce 

at the very lowest on. 
$15 pays for 20 lessons, with collateral advantages 
amounting 


to 125 hours 
musical in- ED I J CATION struction, 
withoutex- tra ——- 
Private lessons if desired. Persons who name the pa- 


per in which this advertisement was seen will receive 
vamphilet free. E, TOURAEE, Music Hall. Boston. 


NEW YORK MEDICAL COLLEGE 
AND HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN. 
The regular winter session (eighteenth year) will 
n Oct. ist, 1880, and continue six mont! 
clinics are held in’ the College, and the Hospital 
a Bahay special Ry sey for practical Obstetri- 
1 studies, unsu penned by ether school. In ad- 
aition, the large daily clin: ny at the thalmic Hos- 
pital, ‘and the Ward’s Island Homeepathic Hospital 








are Opened to all students. For further ee Eantionlar, 
address, J. M. Fe yy . M.D., 


. 


ais 1 Mast 42. St,, New York 


PITTSBURGH FEMALE COLLEGE. 


Distinet Schools of ral Arts, Music, 
ce Fainting, eee on, 


TWENTY-FOUR TEACHERS. 
100 FULL MUSIC LESSONS | FOR | $18, 


a the Conservatory of Music 
lege. CHARGES LESS THAN AMY ro yr hen 
a Asv are AND oan oe 1 


Yea opene 7, Send 
PERSHL G, DD. pittsburgh, Pa., for a catalogue. _ 
FACEETISTOWN N. eA INSTITUTE. ~ ‘Rev. 
Geo. H. Whitney, D.D., bP pws Best 
of its class, Ter Ladies’ College pre- 
ee for a. BA ‘Music. Art, Commercial 
to send for catalogue. 


HIGHLAND MILITARY “ACADEMY, 


Meruntet, ns its 25th year Sept. 9, 
1880, Rank ; selection of studies, the most 
proction’. ; firat-ola realen tnt gna nd pire Apply 
‘or circulars to C. B. 
ISCONSIN vaMALE " COLLRGE, Fox Lake, 
Wis. Terms, $150 per year 


G LENWOOD IN STITUTE, 
i MATAWAN, 


N., J. 
CHARLES J AOORUS. A. 'M., PRINCIPAL. 
A Home Boarding School for both sexes. Only $55 
aterm. Musica specialty. Send for catalogue. — 


The University of Wooster. 


Classes open to students of either sex. Nearly 500 
students in attendance. e endowment. Col- 
legiate Department fully cauipped Standard of 
study ranks with the first. Mode es thor- 
oughly taught. aren a tment conducted 

y permanent ioe influences pre 
pth ee Expenses ve Aid given where 
needed. Catalogue tree. allt term opens September 
6. Address 


Rev. A. A. E. TAYLOR, D.D.. President 
Wooster, Ohio. 


‘BINGHAMTON LADIES’ COLLEGE 


AND 
College of Music and Oratory, 
(With Preparatory Department.) $300. 
Rev. R. A. PATERSON, A.M., President, 
Binghamton, Broome Co., N. Y. 





pene September 17. 


JHE BILL SCHOOL, POTTSTOWN , PA— 
(34¢ hours from New Y ork. ) Prepares for dollege, 
Scientific and Government Schools, and Business. Cer- 
tified students invariably enter college without con- 
dition. Home life and culture. Location tree from 
malaria, and exceptionally beautiful. Session begins 
ept. 15. Circulars will be sent on application to 
JOHN MBIGS, Pxu.D. 


} LAIR PRESBYTERIAL ACADEMY will reopen 

on Tuesday, September 7. Papils, male and 
female, prepared for college or for bolinene Rie 
German, Music, Careful instruction, a very bea fui 
and healthy situation, wholesome fare, a a 
home and moderate terms. A reduction to ministers 
and gradi dates, 


H. D. GREGORY, A. M., PH.D., Blairstown, N. J. 





access all points. Send for ch 
ee A. C. HILL, ‘Havana, N, Y. 


\VANDALE HOME SCHOOL, for oung ladies and 
children. Located in Sach Os... wo miles north 
of Port De t, and Te accessible b: fro 
more and Philade!phia. For heal 
instruction, and personal su 
Fall term 


cegee. ns Se 
tember 1 For circulars, address MRS. ROBER 
EVANS, Principal, Port Deposit, Cecil Co. Maryland. 


INGLESIDE SEMINARY, 


Mrs. Gertrude J. Ca Principal. The Twenty- 
seventh yest of this English and French Boarding and 
Day School for Young Ladies will open September 
15, at 1532 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


_| Beast Walnut Street peeery tor Young Ladies. 
1221 Walnut St., Phila., Pa., is wel! provided for 
giving a superior education in coll te, eclectic, and 
preparatory departments; in music and art; also, 
on Brepared for Harvard examinations. opens 
Bene for boarding and day pupils. 
NRIETTA KUTZ, Principal. 
OUGHTON SEMINARY for ¥ UES —“— 
linton, Oneida County, N. Schoo. ~ 
years’ Sepieniber is tnfal locati rienced tench her 
urse, — on. 
oe A. BENEDICT, A.M. 
PENNSYLVANIA STATE GOLEM Mediate both 
sexes. Endowment, halfa million. Tuition free. 
Conrass of cores A Classical, Scientific, and ——— 
me Preparato: partment teegene>- pense 
a Ret west ‘or Catal address JOSEPH 
Ho LIDGE, PRESIDENT, tate College, Pa. 

RS. HARWOODS SELECT CLASSICAL 
M*3z School for Young Ladies and Little Girls will be 
reopened at 4117 Pine" Street, Philadelphia, on Mon- 
day, September 13. Circulars upon app on. 

EEKSKILL(N.Y. MILITARY ACADEMY. For 
P circulars,ad : ieae Gols O-3 Wright, A.M.,Principal. 


Perea SEMINARY, 


HAMPTON AS Tull our best 

pg Tultion” $65 a, 0 ‘a year, 

boanf. fe Fall term ~ ~ 9, 1880. For 

catalogue wena on, address, 
J. W. emu “Lee, Principal. 

| LiSeERyy COLLEGE, MEADVILLE, “Pa— 


Lao = Four College Courses. 
Military School. . ae Fees, $10; 


tire an es. le ress 
env Preside D.D., for Catalogue. 


ion few institutions 





an one 
dent i H. if. BUGB 


60 PA PAYS FOR BOARD AND TUITION ONE 

ear in WARRING’S MILI- 
TARY BOARDING SOHOOL. POUGHKEEPSIE, 
N. Y. While terms are low, the school is of the first 
grade. Send for circulars with references. 


SIGLAR’S PREPARATORY ‘SCHOOL. 


NEWBURG N. Y¥. 
te bighe rank at Y al: Oita. Fo eulkhe 
t le rc 
Nn ce ite Y W. SIGLAR, M. A. (Yale). 
IN’S SCHOOL FOR YOUNG 
ouake Phila., will reopen for 











the Fall Sees Home pupils 
Wer.’ COLLEGE, Crawtords Indiana. 
J. F. Tattle President. Pi Rn yk ies west of 
yr and Se late—c d scien 
‘ zane bh courses. Libraries, 22,000 
ee of anes mineral oo ie par 
and natural 


uipped 
ry op tar! paratus; Brush 
with sts omey 7, BOOl0g9 orale: ght with eal | & 
aabers trained. living spe pecan, a torma begins 
September 8. Send for catalogue. 


Steubenville (O.) Female Seminary. 
$20 10488. Sort arth off aoe Tlnksters. ‘Catalogues fe Tui ion, 


REV. A. M. D, Ph. D., lal 
Trinity Hall, esting Nos 
SRE arn bORS HEN Placa 


W ateyan UNIVERSITY, Middletown Gena. 


ay, 
Soo anae ia each = 
lence Pp! ye or professional 
schools. cellent Museum, vatory, and apne 
ratory, ing facilities for practiqn! AS. 


sciences. Free scholarships for wort! 
students. Entrance trance examinasion 9% ie <a. 
y of Faculty. 


logues, etc., address Wm. North Rice, eulty. 


LAKE ERIE SEMINARY, 


On the Mt. Holyoke plan. 


PALNVInEE. ®. For ny otnaneemn of ot 
RS ee ee 


tasion to . ANS. a en aaelt ages 
ROCKFORD SEMINARY. 














Superior facilities for the education of Young 
Women, Its thirtieth yor ins Sept. . 6 Classical, 
ora mere Literary a Prepara- 
to x of Musto ana Art Studio. 
Address 
AP. Principal, Rockford, Til. 





WELLS COLLEGE FOR YOUNG LADIES, 
Aurora, Cayuga Lake, N.Y. 
AC LD ERIC, 4X0 SPECIAL 
USIC, instru- 
mental and roo. “Location “tsurpassed for beauty 
eal buildings elegant; combines ex- 
tended and thorough inatraction with the essentials 
oO ig ag ah ale as 
'—. S FRISBEB, D.D. President, 


ag od Pa. Fe Ry 


il . 
d lish. con- 
Eng Degrees Lag 4 


, an . 

feted. For c lars @ apply to John W: 

Co., No, 818 “Chestnut Phila. or to Col. ‘Theo. 
Hyatt, President. 


MISS HAINES’S SCHOOL, 
Woodside, Hartford, Conn. 


The Aim: D cniet mbad Bo souny vety. Fi 
class + map pad Seto - an ry extensive 
roun r uction partmen 

nexceptional F + ah 


COTTAGE SEMINARY for YOUNG LADIES. 


POTTSTOWN, MONTGOMERY CO., PA. 
Thirty-first Annual Session begins on Thursday, 
September 16. 1880. Limited in number. For Cata- 
logues, apply to GEO. G. BUTLER, A.M.., Pringipal, 
p Worcester 1 jAcadei Worcester, M 
vt | ege or 7 pauline. Young +o of 
abillty C “diligent ES py -! Ba my a Mad 
for Har ree years. 
Excellent ilities "for an English Education. Ex- 
penses ‘very low, ond ie liberal provision made to aid 
students of limited m 


Address N. LEAVENWORTH, A. M., Principal. 
REENWICH | ACADEMY, with Musical Institute 
J and Commercial i College. Founded 1502. A sea- 
side school. First-class. Beard only 
75. ‘Sept. Cntolenne free. Rev. F. D. 
LAKES. , A.M., Prin., E, Greenwich, R. I, 
S Boarders received till Aug. 28. 





paigiahy 
infil —_ Ample grounds. Careful training. Thor- 
instraction. 
o"forty-tnird year begins Sept. 13. 
YSTIC VALLEY INSTITUTE, 

Mystic Bridge, Connecticut. A ey home 
for both sexes, and the best instruction, $250 a year. 
Address J. K. BUCKLYN, A.M. 

In successful operation 45 years. Has graduated 498 
students. Two college —— of four yearseach. A 


thorough erent epartment. Next term begins 
Sept.9 I.W.AN S, President, Marietta, Ohio. 


Se Ree U ACADEMY.— Thorough 





instruction. Kindcare of boys. Christian influences. 
Homelike appointments. Healthy location. Easy of 
Open Sept. 8. For full information address 


access. 
J. A. SHUMAKER, Ph. D., CHAMBERSBURG, PENN’A 
OCKLAND SCHOOL FOR GIRLS, Sandy ieties, 
Md., will re-open September 15. A full course o 
instruction will be given, with lectures on History, 
Belles — and the Natural Sciences. For cir- 
culars, address 
HENRY C. HALLOWELL, A. M. 


Cananoaicua Acavemy, 
CANANDAIGUA, N, Y. 


Anold and well ved Boarding and Day School 
for Young Men and Boys. Course of study thorough 
and extend Safe home in family of a Principal. 
Charges moderate, Next year ins September 2. 

Send for circular. N.S.CLA E and WM. G. 

OSBY, CROSBY, Principals. 


- GREYLOCK INSTITUTE, — 


South Williamstown, Berkshire Co., Mass. 
vate ee IN 1842. 
First-class Priv il for Boys, with 


nate 

7. ene, mh ig ee 

riyeaers Course is designed or you upils. 
for the Classical o ita Oouress 4 of 


= te. The Cl Course gives ongrongh 
nm for our best Th 
pares for Scientifie is or  Busl- 
ners. perienced teachers, healthful location, large 
play- ctoune and ball-ground, @ good gymnasium. and 
oun aa and mountain streams at hand. Fall 
eer: ee hey 1880. For 
Catalogue. rand full tu ion. 
NJ. F. MILLS, A.M., Piinctgat. 


MISS NOTT’S Bases 
Sehool tor Yo Ladies, 33 Wall St.'New Haven, Gean 


The 8th year begins Sept. 21. Circulars on ? pplication. 


VASSAR COLLEGE, 


POUGHKEEPSIE, N. Y. 
For the liberal education of women. Examinations for 
entrance Sept. 5. Catalogues sent on application 
to W. L. Dean, Registrar. * 
poate a can ee YOUNG LADIES, 


will reopen Sept. 15. Health 
and Srefignitel i action, splendid buildings, experi- 
enced teachers, and firs! 


t-class nasronage. 
Rev CE, Principal 
MOHEGAN L LAKE - SCH00 . Gacwesaer to 
ne 5 h Duiness cova 


ration a specialty. 
d —v unsu. 
=e heal d freedom 
a ie levee hundred feet higher than the fudson. 
Has a well-furnished gymnasium. Safe boating, bath- 
and skating. Thorough eo accurate scholar- 
iP, ned with the refine- 
— and rhe of &@ cultivated Obristian home. 


r catalogues, ayoes W. C. WILLCOX, A. M., 
Recor Peekskill, N. Y. 


- WESTERN FEMALE SEMINARY. | 

OXFORD, O., MT. HOLYOKE PLAN. 

The 26th year will commence Se ber 1, 18380, 
pane Tuition, wee. and Lights, ¢ per annum. 
Send for coaiart. 

Miss H EN PEABODY, Principal. 


WILL PAY FOR BOARD, washing, 
room and heating, at the 
Hampshire G Conte: ference Seminary and Female Coll 
, for the ~ term of thirteen wee 
ioe rary vraitigte from $6.00 to $12.50. Location beautiful 
and healthy,on the direct route of business and pleasure 
nnn A three and a half hours ——— a — 


eg gen Ata, a ren Rev. | 8. Se QuimBY, 
Blairsville (Pa. ) Ladies’ Seminary. 


su a for practice, and THOROUGH tn - 
noe for i tors. Te ix" 








to Rev. Reve PB EWIRG P i 


IOWA COLLEGE: JOINT EDUCATION 


year 
Catalogues apply 10 





GRINNELL: POWESHIETE CO., IOWA. 
TER THE CO. LE ic s 
CLASSICAL Of SCIENTIFIC oP Pass, | Sewer 


Course, N 
Course, Normal: Academic, or Musical, Loea nses 
tate Adlne The New En land Stand. 
ard Sept.6. Address G F. MAGOUN, Pres. 
WA ISS D. B. BURT'S INSTITUTE FOR YOUNG 
LADIES AND MISSES, 2045 Walnut Street. 
Philadelphia, will re-open September 22, 1880. Choice 
location and best advantages for social and intellectual 
culture. Pupils receive personal care and instruction. 
arise dived into the sae ee Circulars free. 


AND ® 
SS ENGLIAH AND PRENCH BOARDING 
SCHOOL for Young Ladies, Morristown 


opens September bb. En! sehool Dalen’ ‘ena 
mnasium. 


ave and atiractive grounds. Superior 
vanteass R. ev department. Board an“ tuition 


a, per annum. For circulars 

adres i princieal. 

Lexox ACADEMY .. Kenan. Dexpahiae County. 
Mass. Founded 1803. Reopens 


Sept. 15, 1880. 
tuition courses add Principal Harlan i Baliard. 


THE CURTIS SCHOOL, Bethlehem, Ct. 


1 may be educated in the best manner under the 
refi uences of a Tok home, and the guidance 
of who share these coder mente with her daily, 
at this school. We aim by lay the foundations of the 
truest culture; we use no ering, andes hawe no sick- 
ness. Only 12 pupils iecacen rite for circular. 
EDDIE INSTITUTE, Hightstown, New Jersey. 
th sexes. Fits for College or for Business. 
ume. Painting, Deawing, etc. Begins September 2, 
Expenses moderate. A school every — worthy, and 
ravensingty so. Send for catalogue 
REV. E. J. AVER ew; M., Principal. 


ELMIRA COLLECE 
UNDER CARE of the SYNOD OF GENEVA, 


This is in all respects a College of the first rank tor 
women. Its accommodations are superior, and it has 
sufficient endowment to afford the best advantages at 
very moderate expense. Next session —s 8 

_Address Rev. A. W. COWLES, D. D., Elmira, N. Y. 


Cornwall Collegiate School for 
Young Ladies, 


Cornwall-on-Hudseon, N.Y. 
Location unsurpassed in beanty and health fulnvess, 
ful nal 


ay i> perso. ee 7 as PRS 8 ys = any class 
College. ROK 
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EDUCATIONAL. 


WYOMING SEMINARY — 


AND 


COMMERCIAL COLLEGE. 


The wronieg ay is a First-class School for 
Ladies and Gentlemen. It offers to students the fol- 
lowing Courses of Study : Common English, Normal, 
Literature and Science, Classical, College Preparatory, 

and Art. — not desiring to take any 
one of the —— of Study may take any studies 
to outer Prices within the 
mmercial College gives instruc- 
in jPenmanshi ip, Commercial Law. Political 
.- ne ~ eet Lo mee pe 4 
ndence, or and Book-keeping as appliec 
pondence, ofa Mods. Five Telegraph Offices, two 
Banks, etc. Fall Term opens — 1. Commer- 
cial students, address Rev. PRAGUE, A.M. ; and 
ali others, Rev. D. Galabai p, D.D., Kingston, Lu- 
zerne conn io 


COLLEGIATE. INSTITUTE 


For males and fema'es. Fits for coll 
Excellent Christian tofiuence, care of the young and 
delicate. Highest _ 


t advantages. $200: schoo one a 
catalogue. pens Sept. 7. 8.8. STEVEN 
FAMILY SCHOOL, 


P ESVILLE, HIO 

For ¥ on ferenced Quic Yas. A. Garfield; 
Hon. Rev By oS Painesville, O. Address Mrs. 
Ban’L and information, 














THEWS for 


OTTERBEIN UNIVERSITY 
Admits both sexes. Nosaloon tempiations, L[nstruc- 
tion — h. Centrally located. Tuition only $30 
pet year all term, August 11. Address, President 
. THOMPSON, D.D., Westerville, Obio. 


MESTNUT STREET SEMI 


NARY. 
a Rt. at yy tf and Miss DILLAY &, Principals. 
d largest ding and Day School in 
Philagelph hia’ will commence its Thirty-first year ai 
16145 CHESTNUT STREET, September 22d. 


——, COLLEGE, Haverford College P. O., 
homas Chase, LL.D., President. Nine 
miles ~ Philadelphia. U care of Society of 
aap = Classical and Scientific Courses. For cireu- 
lars address Professor Alien C, Thomas, Prefect. 
DexLEsTown SEMINARY. Neat, airy rooms 
in new stone building for 75 boarders. Three bath- 
rooms, 11 acres of lawn and grove; location wosur- 
passed for healtbfulness, One hour north of Philadel- 
phia, Six experienced Christian teachers, Zealous 
watchfulness over health. morals, and social life. 
Ladies’ rooms in wing with those of Prec eptress. Princi- 
jake scertificate ad mitted to five prominent N. Y. col- 
eges, including Vassar, Rochester and Madison. 
Equally Secu work done here in fitting for college, 
business,o lives Wy yg Aid for deserv- 
ing) catenin Year ins aue.S . Send for circulars. 
A. ©. WINTERS, A. M., Princ pal, Doylestown, Pa. 
EFORE FIXING ON A BOARDING -SCHOOL 
for ms child, please address f r circular, 
HANLON, D.D., PENNINGTON, N. J. 
$8 iy QUARTER, whole necessary expense 
ryoung meu «nd boys, at MEDIA (Pa.) 
CA DEM Y AND GYMNASIUM. For illustrated 
circular, address SwiITHIN C. SHORTLIDeK, A.M, 
(Harvard Unive graduate), Media, Pa., or call on 
the principal, at the Continental Hotel. Philadelphia. 
Wednesdays, from 10 to 40’clock. This Academy bus 
testimonisis" from Bayard Taylor, Hon. Fernando 
Wood, Judge Van Hoesen, Rev. J. A. Childs, D D., 
many other patrons. Students edenitted ‘at any 
time. No. examination requisite for admission 


Holbrook’s Military School, 
SING SING, N. Y. 


Reopens Tessier: eventing, Oy 4 Address 
EV. DA LBROOK, Pu. D. 


37x YEAR = TRERMOUIT SEMINARY, 
Pesrmsow, >> thelr September 14. Patro- 
acairing belr sons thoroughly pre- 


aimed peop] 
pared tor col ge « rt for’ 
We LOCH, Ph. D , Principal. 


siete SIsHOPTHORFs 


A ~ mag Ls saci, Bethlehem, Penna. ; 
schoo! year ber 16, 1880; number of 
scholars limi Be 


fo adress 
MISS FANNY |) WALSH, Principal. 


LASELL SEMINARY FOR YOUNG 


ass. Boston sateen oni Ballnt. 
fal nana Tg Special care of heaith, manners, 
and morals of growing girls. Next vear begins Sept. 16. 
For catalogue address Cc. C. BRAGDON, Prin. 


Oakland Femalelnstitute 


NORRISTOWN, es 


Winter Term ae onmmmeuen Gove. 7, 1880. For Cir- 
culars address J. GRLER RALSTON, Principal. 

Ho™« ea, FOR YOUNG LADIES. 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Best advantages ans a thorough education. Refers by 
Bay" Beye to H, Clay Trum mi, en o1 The Sun- 
1 Times, and Rev. W. Dana, 4001 Pine 

mele en tale RY address. 

MRSs. J. A. BOGARDUS. | Principal. 

EST a ACADEMY. 

Young Men and Boys thoroughly prepared 
for College or Business. Address GEO. K. BECH- 
TEL, A. M. Principal, @ Colora, Ceci) Co.. Maryland 

OLLIDA YSBURY SEMINARY, PA. A reliable 

Home School for Young Ladies. Location most 
healthful aud beautiful in the Alleghanies, Resident 
Foreigs Teachers in French, German. Art, and Vocal 

usic, Session opens Sept. 15, 1880. W.P. Huss«y, Prin. 
Female College Det, 
Wesleyan Pleasant home, modern conveniences, 
healthful city. Two degrees conferred.or select courses. 
50 cent. increase of boarders last year. Net charge 
ous ayear. Fort 5 ins Sept. 9 For 
catalogue, address Rev. J. M. WILLIAMS, a.M.,Pres. 
ION HALL SEMINARY, JAMAICA, L. I. 
For Young Ladies and Girls. Nine miles from 
Kew York, hhh wl instruction in all departments. 
‘erms 


Address 
Miss A: A. P. OP TOWNSEND. Prin Principal. 
fISS ANABLE’S BOARDING AND DAY 
SCHOOL, for Young Ladies, will re-open sep- 
tember 15, 1350 Pine Street, Philadelphia. 
MAPLEWOOD INSTITUTE ,*o ‘ores 


Ladies, Piits- 
field, Mass. Address Rev. C. V. Spear, the Principa!. 


~ LEWISTOWN (Pa.) ACADEMY. 


Its craduases have all entered college in good standing 
. . H. SCHUYLER, Ph.D., Principal. 


Correspondence Solicited 


With young men and women who desire a first class 
education and whose health requires the 
Colorado. Addré&s 
Rev. DAVID II. MOORE. D.D 
Pres. University of Denver, Denver, Col. 


clinaie of 


In ordering yoods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publisher as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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PUBLISHER'S ‘DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
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? Ad to th canine to one akdvcan an acces: ao 1 
® copies or more te one PA 1m C* 


fore requires 
panied with a list of the names and 
persons who are to use the paper. 
Additions may be made at any time to « club, at the 
why ky would be 
authorized to subscribe anew. 8 additional sub- 
ons to expire e same ie e with 
rat ally ordered, The new su 
for the time of their subscrip' 
asking to have the d rection of a paper 
careful to name not only the _ 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 





Any person writing ‘wo renew either © Gegte or or club 
subscri — in connection with which his name has 
not re been known to the publisher will F penne 
give he = name fl the kh to whom the paper or 
Pa} rs have here 

jubscribers iahine to oe The Times to their 
men copies sent free from this 





SUPERINTENDENTS. PAPER. £0 cents 


ed to si 
helper it the tine of their special work, to which 
ers and scholars have no Tt 


of en sor 
pte a ( Ineludin in the latter assistant superin- 
tendents, and h ofdepartments ery 
rooms), and who, when ordering It, sfaie they are 


In sending your yenqwel to Tue Superin 
Paper, please 5 mention the to which you telee 
for The t Sunday School Times, as given on the w 
address label on The Times, 











100 copies, one mont. ¢ .60 

one year 7.2 

Less than 100 copies at same rate. Orders not taken 
for leas than one month, 





THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. Contains the Les- 

sons for three months, with a map, beantiful 
res, appropriate miunlo, eo. 

00 coples one year (four 





Single Jag hao year (four quarters) .. coe 2 
100 co ree months (one quarter). econ 
Bin, wo les (one quarter), each...........-.----- 

cop —* or over, to one address for one cemeal, 
“ per hun 


copies, or over, to one address, for one school, 
“2 per Le ndred. 


ons are taken for three or six months at the 


a... ra’ 


GREAT BRITAIN. 
Hodder and Stoughton, 27 Patern 


Messrs. 
London, E. O., will send The American Sunda any Boho! 
year, to an Setrems n Great 
per will be 
twopence, 


Times, post , for 

Britain, for ten Shillings 
sold by all the princi 
as will also The Scho 


prepaid. 
pal jhewsdealers, 
’ Quarterly, price fourpence. 
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The uniform rate for ordinary 
te line (14 lines to an in 
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ag te 9 me a is 2 


HOW TO INTRODUCE THE SUNDAY SCHOOL -FIMES: 10 FRIENDS 





FILL THIS, OUT AND MAIL IT. 





to your offer to new subscribers. 





Joun D. WATTLES, 725 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 


A reader of The Sunday School Times would like to have the person named below receive 
the paper for three months on trial, and encloses herein 25 cents to pay for the same, according 
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LARGEST? STOCK IN THE CITY. | 
THE HENRY F. MILLER 


GrRanD, PARLOR GRAND, UPRIGONT, SQUARE aND 
PATENT PEDAL UPRIGHT 


PIANOS. 


Used by all the great artista. Universally recom- 
mended by the Musical Protession, 


PRONOUNCED THE Best PIANO OF THE Day. 





The Linderman & Sons’ _Pianos 
pare with the best in Mar 

THEIR ren LOID PIANO tsa tH and im- 

portant invention. It substitutes a Parlor Grand. 


THE PALACE ORGAN 


Has no superior in tone and workmanship. 


For eon. 
mon". J. HEPPE, 


PIANO AND ORGAN DEPOT, 
Cor. Sixth and Thomnson Streets, Philadelphia, 
BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY 
Bells of Pure Copper and Tin for Cha rahe, 
chools, Fire A Farms, etc, FULL 
WARRANTED, by Tong Ry 
VANDUZEN & TIFT, Cinsianedl, O, 


Clinton H. Meneety Bell Company, 
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ALSO, PATENT DET SAND EES RTS SPRING 


AMERICAN CARPET LINING § co., 
W YORK, 
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at the i rate for the Pike eight I ssnes of those 
months. It is hellewed that this Sartore low rate, 


which makes THE commy gets Trmxs the cheap- 
g the rel ious 


est advertising , 4 
weeklies, will “meet with the 
vertisers. The rate 
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ingerGon at any 


season 
offers lower rates than those bh ners, given, 


right to the sam 
should be add 
JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
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CHURCH AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 
BANNERS. MOTTOFS 
DESIGNS, EMBLEMS ETC. 





For Anniversaries. Concerts, Church Festivals and 


other occasions. Address 
mOWARD GANNETT, 


52 Bromfield St., Boston. 


1B" ps wentes) in the iy sng Bate a (ourreata 


& Ri tioes ( ii tents 40 cach “Tasertion oak 
t otices (so = ne 
et When any adv ‘agent 


violates the condition upon which he is silowed the 
commission, and thereby forfeits his 


‘tters co: noerning 8 Subscriptions or Advertisements 


725 Chestnut 8t., Philadelphia, 


County and Township Sunday-school Worker. 
HAND-BOOK 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


UNION ORGANIZATION, 


STATE, PROVINCIAL, 
COUNTY, CITY — TOWNSHIP. 


for Sunday-school Conventions, etc., etc, 
Price, 25 Cents. 


E. Payson Porter, 


8. 8. CONVENTION, 
725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, - Penn. 


USE A BINDER. | 


= | use a binder. 





N EW AND BEAUTIFUL 


REWARD CARDS FOR SUNDAY AND DAY 
SCHOOLS. Prices to suit the eve 800 kinds 


aod designs— comprising Motto 

—Scripture Text € 
Cards —Good Desire Cards—and aye nal 
TEACHILERS price list EDUCATIONAL CAR 
SENT FREE to a 


address. J. .H. RD 
SONS, Publishers ~ » ny in Fine Arta, 141 to 14? 
Bos! lw 


Franklin Street, 


ton, 
F on GIN ..W dy ong AT TOHE pial, 


> 
OW Write e for Cs Catalogue to st ANDARD. AME 
ICAN WATCH CO., PITTSBURGH, PA. 






Ty8= ‘the Order of Service, found in The Scholar’ 
Quarter 


‘ards—Sentiment Le ty Verse 


We can send by mail, postage 
paid, a strong, plain binder for $1.00, or a 
handsome one, half leather, for $1.50. These 
binders have been made expressly for The 
Sunday School Times, and are of the best 
manufacture. The papers can be placed in 
the binder week by week, thus keeping the 
Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 


file complete. 





ly, Issued in ~ bdy form at 75 cents per 
postage, 


hundred, .No extra 


725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 


Troy, N. i, manufacture « superior quailty of Bells Sent by mail without cost of postage to the 
Special sont free to given 4 ostian tobe. Bells. sa” Cata- purchaser, Address, 
Q@HURCH [Oe 
7 Chestnut 8t., a 


Ph nee ayy Mga Re, of U. 8. 
aby an ty 8.8. aps. 
Soneoted he aUN DAL: AYSOCHOOL STATISTICS 
ALL NATIO resented to the London Cen Ml 
qens 2-July 3, : Themes for Addresses and Topics 


STATISTICAL SECRETARY INTERNATIONAL 


Subscribers wiakiag: to £0 heess their copies of 
The Sunday School Times in good condition, 
and have them at hand for reference, should 


MABIE, TODD & BARD. 





PENCILS, HOLDERS CASES, etc. 
150 BROADWAT, NEW YO 
send for Price List, 
Dur Goods are far r yn hy First-class Dealers in U.S 
For marking an A fabric with a 
common pen thout a Pree 
ration, Established 50 years. es 
now larger than ever. Ask also for 





Payson's Combination. Received 
7 Medal and Diploma at Centen- 
nial Exhibition. ‘ 
Aold by all D joners, 
News Agents Goods 


Dealers. 


LIFE AND HEALTH. 


A popular journal of Health and Sanitary Science. 
Teaches bee to in lost health, and how to be well 
in body and min 20e. a volume. Samples free. 
Address T, : F. HICKS, M.D., Vinemont, Berks Oo,, Pa. 


ON ONE LEAF. 


An Order of Service. 
Opening Hymns. 
A Quarterly Review. 


A Responsive Review Exercise 


The above are taken from The Scholars’ 
Quarterly for the present quarter, ang are 
printed on one leaf. They can be used in any 
school. Price, 75 cents per hundred copies. 
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Oh! soon, she cried, 








SPECTACLES 


THAT WILL SUIT ALL |e np y Send three 
stamps for an Dlustrated Catalogue of 150 pages and 
be convin 
R. & J. BECK, 
anufacturing Opticians, 
1016 Cheatnat ee Ph 


sateiphio. Pa. 


SE TT THEE coi thie tanita 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publisher, as well as the adver- 
tiser, by stating thai you saw the aduertisemens 


WORTH REPEATING. 


—_—_—_<>—_— 


DROPPING A SEED. 


{I. L. Cosham, in The Sunday Magazine. } 


The land was still ; the skies were grey with 


weeping 
Into the soft bese earth the seed she cast ; 
will come the time ‘of 


reaping, 
The golden time when clouds and tears are 
past ! 
There — a whisper through the autumn 
aze 


“ Yea, thou shalt find it after many days.” 


Hour after hour she marks the fitful gleaming 

Of sunlight stealing through the cloudy lift; 

Hour after hour she lingers, idly dreaming, 

To - ~ rain fall and the dead leaves drift: 
rift ; 

Oh! for some small green sign of life she prays, 

Have I not watched and waited “many days’’? 


At early morning, chilled and sad, she hearkens 

To stormy winds that through the poplars 
blow ; 

Far over hill and plain the heaven darkens, 

Her field is covered with a shroud of snow: 

Ah, Lord! she sighs, are these thy loving ways? 

He answers—“ Spake I not of many days!” 


The snowdrop blooms; 
tens 

On Lew we " moss that take the sparkling 
show 


Half-cheered, half. doubting yet, she strays and 


listens 

To finches singing to the shy young flowers ; 
A little longer still his love delays 

The promised blessing—“ after many days.” 


the purple violet glis- 


Oh, happy world! she cries, the sun is shining! 
Above the soil I see the springing green ; 

I eould not trust his word without repining, 

I could not wait in peace for things unseen : 
Porgive me, Lord, my soul is full of praise ; 
My doubting heart mylene val “many days.” 


THE CHRISTIAN PREACHER'S 
PATTERN. 


(Canon Clayton, in The Christian Monthly.] 


To his disciples, over and over again, 

Christ explained how he came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to 
give his life a ransom for many. In his 
conversation with Nicodemus about the 
new birth, he showed that, as the wounded 
Israelite gazed upon the serpent of brass 
and was healed, so every one who looketh 
upon him, as he hangs on the cross, with 
the eye of faith, shali not perish, but shall 
have everlasting life. I need not say, 
thereforé, that every faithful minister, fol- 
lowing in his Master’s steps, will say, like 
St. Paul, “I determined to know nothin 

among my people save Jesus Christ, | 
him crucified” —‘“*Whom we preach. , 
“Jesus Christ made a curse for us; and 
also Jesus Christ, the Lord our righteous- 
ness.” On this vital topic, however, I 
must, not linger, as I wish to mention 
another point which is very necessary to be 
borne in mind at this time. 

Our Lord was a pattern to the Christian 
minister in his habits of preaching. It 
has been well said that the stream of 
religion im a country flows high or low, 
according as the banks of the Sabbath are 
kept up or let down. We may make a 
similar remark as to preaching the word. 
With truth we may assert that a church 
falls or rises according as preachin 
neglected or is cultivated. We see = 
our Lord esteemed this ordinance. Over 
and over again we read, “Then went he 
through all the cities and villages preach- 
ing.” In the house, in the synagogue, on 
the mount, on the seashore, in the boat, 
and daily in the temple, he taught and 
preached the gospel of the kingdom. And 
to help him in that work, he sent forth the 
seventy, and others also, ‘to go and preach 
im ube cities and towns of Galilee, saying, 
“Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand.” Peter and John and the other 
discipies, afier our Lord’s departure from 
earth to heaven, walked in their ascended 
Master’s steps. The apostle Paul plainly 
said that his great work was, not to bap- 
tize, but to preach the gospel. And seat 
great stress do we see that same a tle 
laying.upon this ordinance of preac 
At the present day some men make "he 
administering of sacraments almost their 
one and only occupation ; and they can 
hardly meet together for any object with- 
out participating in the Lord’s Supper. 
Baptism and the Supper of our Lord, we 
acknowledge, are both ordinances of Christ, 
So is the ordinance of preaching. But 
every ordinance must be kept in its proper 
place. And what is the proper place of 
preaching as compared with the adminis- 
tration of the two sacraments? This is 
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pony seen by looking at the Epistles to 
mothy and Titus. In those epistles, if 
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August 14, 1880.] 


anywhere, we should ‘expect to find direc- 
tions for the clergy as to the due discharge 
of their momentous duties, And yet what 
do we there read? We-read, “ Preach the 
word. Be instant in season and out of 
season. Reprove, rebuke, exhort.” “Do 
the work of an evangelist. Make full 
proof of thy ministry.” “These things 
command and teach.” “Give attendance 
to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.” 
“Take heed to thyself, and unto the doc- 
trine.” “Speak thou the things. which 
become sound doctrine.” These exhorta- 
tions, I say, we read; but not a single word 
do we there find on the subject of the 
Lord’s Supper. I need not say, therefore, 
if such was the example of our Lord,and 
such the practice of his apostles as to the 
ordinance of preaching, how im t it 
is that we as ministers should uently 
say to ourselves, “ A dispensation is com- 
mitted unto me; and woe is meif I 
preach not the gospel.” “Who then is 
that faithful and wise steward, whom his 
Lord shall make ruler over his household, 
to give them their meat in due season? 
Blessed is that servant, whom his Lord 
when he cometh shall find,” not doing, but 
“so doing ;” not agentem, but sie agentem, 
—that is, giving suitable food to his peo- 
ple—milk to babes, and strong meat to 
them that are of full age, a word suitable 
to the wants of each. 


THE LIVING WORD. 


[The Archbishop of Canterbury before the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. ] 

After all, it is in the circulation of this 
written word of God, and this statement of 
primitive truth which the written word of 
God contains, that we have the best hope 
of attaining the spirit of Christianity. 
That spirit will not be found merely in the 
dry bones of old institutions. No doubt 
the outward form of it, when blessed by 
the spirit of God, has in all ages been 
found most useful for the preservation and 
the advancement of God’s truth. But 
there is something better than the outward 
form. I dare say many of you here may 
have heard an anecdote of Merled’ Aubigné, 
the great historian of the Reformation. 
Within a few months of his death be told 
a friend of mine that he had been at Rome, 
and had had an interesting conversation 
with a priest, and that the priest had shown 
him the relies, in which they gloried, of 
St. Peter; and D’Aubigné said to him, 
“Most interesting they are, but we for 
our part have also most interesting relics, 
We have relics of St. Paul.” The priest 
was interested to hear that there were other 
relics besides the relics he had shown. 
“ Our relics of St. Paul,” said D’ Aubigné, 
“ are the relics of his writings, aud in these 
writings of his we think that we have more 
of his spirit than if we had the relics of 
his dead body.” Now the diocese over 
which I preside is fortunate in the posses- 
sion of relics. We have in the town of 
Canterbury the head of Sir Thomas More, 
and in a country village in my diocese we 
have the skull of Oliver Cromwell. But 
I think it is agreed that neither the gentle 
wisdom of More nor his faults are found 
to be associated with his relics that lie in 
the church at Canterbury. We must seek 
for what we want to know of him, and for 
the power of imitating his example, else- 
where than in those relics. And as to 
Cromwell, Ido not know that the happy 
possessor of his skull finds that he has 
gained from it any portion of the iron will 
or any of that marvelous toleration which 
Cromwell, perhaps, was the first to intro- 
duce into England. These relics of mere 
outside and physical parts cannot perpetu- 
ate either a man’s virtues or his faults. 
The man who has this skull of Cromwell, 
if he has not his excellences, neither, I 
suppose, has he his fanaticism, which could 
be made so easily subservient to his selfish 
desire of power; and if the skull of St. 
Paul himself were placed in the hands of 
the most skillful physicist among us, I do 
not know that by all his analysis he could 
do anything more than to give us a some- 
what vague account of what sort of out- 
ward man he was. But in these relics of 
his writings, which you desire to spread 
throughout the world, we have, as it were, 
things of life. 
and move and live among us, and through 
them the Spirit of God which breathed on 
St. Paul descends to breathe on the remot- 
est generations of men. Let us be thank- 
ful, therefore, that we have these relics of 
St. Paul, and that we are trying to spread 
them throughout the habitable globe. 
They wil] do much forthe unity of Christen- 
dom; more than that, they will de much 
for the unity of the human race. 
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Over Dyspepsia, Liver Disease, Bowel Complaints, 
and various febrile and nervous disorders has immor- 
talized the Seltzer Spa, and these victories are now re- 
peated throughout the world by Tarrant’s Effer- 





STRAWBERR’ 


Ta fine crop ti ten manthe, 


ofters, 
Address E. P. ROE, Cornwall-on-Hudson, N. Y. 
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INDEXICAL SILVER SOAP 


Made expressiy tor cleaning and polishing Silver and 
Plated Ware, and for cleaning Windew Glass, Mirrors, 
Marble, Tin, etc. It is much more convenient and effec- 
tive than plate powders, and may be used even by inex- 
rienced help with perfect sa: , as it contains noth- 
that can ——, injure the finest plate or sowelry 
or even the most delicate skin. It is far superior 
any other Soap for cleaning fine House Paint, Statu- 
ary,etc. Sold everywhere. Madeonly by ROBINSON 
BROS. & CO.. Winthrop Square. Boston. 
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They have hands and feet, | 


PRICE §1.50. 
HOWARD GANNETT, 
52 Bromfield St., Boston 


| Address, 

| In erdering goods, or in making inquiry 

| concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publisher as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 

| tisement in The Sunday Sehool Tunes. 


Family Wash BLUm. | | 


v tSeltz r Aperient, containing all the ele 
ments and producing all the happy results of the Great 
German Spring. Thirty to forty doses Sparkling 
Aperient to each bottle. 


MRS. POTTS’. 














DO NOT BURN THE. HAND,DOUBLE POINTED, 
BEST !N USE. ANDARE CHEA 


FOR SALE BY. THE 
HARDWARE fRADE 


GUN, WORKS, 
Pa. 





Send stamp for Catalogue. 


_ Rifles, Shot Guns, Revolvers, sent c, 0. d, for examination. 


TEACHERS !. 


Be sure and send for a free specimen 
copy of The Scholars’ Quarterly before or- 
dering any lesson helps for your scholars, 





to the study of the lesson. 
Address, 
JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
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The Bible and its Study 


PROMPTINGS AND HELPS TO AN INTELLI- 
GENT USE OF THE BIBLE. 


The general intertet in the series of articles on the 
Bible and ita SET Pest butes by eminent European 
and American to the issue of The Sunday 
School Times for December 13, 1879, has called forth 
pumerous requests for their reissue in a form con- 
venient for use, and Posy peat avgh for per- 
manent jon, Al the articles having a bear- 
ing upon the general theme of the best methods of 
using the Bibie itself and the various helps to its right 
understanding, have therefore been collected under 
the title of The Bible and its Study, and are published 
in a 9% page pamphlet. 


CONTENTS. 


Why. Study the Bible?—By the Rev. Barnas Sears, 
D.D., LL.D. pagavtence of Bible Study.—By Char- 
lotte M. Yonge. The Right Spirit for Bible Study.- 
By Professor Austin Phelps, D.D, Can We Trust Our 
cm Bible?—Ry the Rev. F. H. A. Scrivener, M.A., 
D.C.L., LL.D. _ Scripture Explaining Scripture.—By 
Professor J. L. M. Curry, LL.D. Hints on Bible Inter 
Nae pg eA Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D.. Helps to 

pular Bible Study.—By ‘Prot. Philip Schaif ).D.. 
LL.D. How to Use Commentaries.—By the Right 
Rev. C. J. Elticott, 0.D., Bishop ot Gloucester and 
Bristol. a from the Land on the Book.—By the 
Rev. W. M. Thomson, D.D. Light from Oriental 
Discoveries.—By Professor Geo Rawlinson, M.A 
Light from Eastern Manners anc Customs,—By Isaac 
H. N,LL.B., Ph.D. The Book In the Karly Churc! 
— By the Rev. mond de Pressense,D.D. Promoting 
Bible Study in the Charch of To-day.—By Chancellor 
Howard Crosby, D.D., LL.D. 


NOTICES OF THE PRESS. 


“ When such writers as Dr. Barnas Sears, Professors 
Austin Phelps, M. B. Riddle toe Schaff, and George 
Rawlinson, idhop G. J. Ellicot , and Drs. W. M. 
Thomson . de Pressense, and Howard Crosby, 
combine their ideas about the intelligent of the 
Bible, the result cannot but be exc ngly Valuable. 
The le cud Its Goudy ie @ little pamphlet, reprinted 
from the columns of @ Sunday School Times, con- 
taining a series of short articles by these and other 
eminent persons. Its chapters are varied in topic, 
covering well the subject, are practical, and are adapt- 
ed admirably to meet a general an‘ real need. If we 
were a pastor again, we would pit acopy into the 
hands of every member of our church, and every 
scholar old enough to understand it in our Sunday- 
school, if we had to do so at“our own expense.” — The 
Oongregationalist, Boston. 


. 





“A timely, practical manual on the word of God. 
It is a series of brief essays by eminent divines, well 
shepted to promote a more intelligent study of the 
Holy Seriptures, on the part of those who read it. At 
atime when there are so many subtle and powerful 
assaults on the authority of the Bible, it is not too 
much to say that our best defense ainst these 
attacks is an intelligent 


naintance with the treas- 
ures of truth, — the Bible contains.”—The Chris- 


“ This little volume will be specially useful to Sun- 
day-schoo! teachers, and must afford them considera- 
ble assistance in interpreting and understanding 
Scripture.’’— The ianner, Augusta, Maine. 


“A valuable little book.”— The Advance, Chicago, Iu. 


“ These subjects are all discussed by the most learned 
Protestants of the times, and furnish, in a small com- 
pass, a ay he my of valuable reading matter.” — 
American ian Review, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


a Very valuable bet Bible student.” — The Christian 
dvocate, Rich d, Va. 





“A very valuable little volume, worthy to be care- 
fully and studied. It contains in small compass 
a mass of valuable hints, and we can cordially recom- 
mend it bo ers and pestehers, Any book, 
that gives us better understanding of Holy Rerintares 
will welcomed by those who know the value ot 
the word of God.”—The nm Journal, Toronto, 


“ A valuable help to the inpelipent use of the Bible.” 
~The Morning Star, Dover, N. H. 


“ We advise every Sunday-school teacher to procure 
a copy of this little work; it cannot be attentively 
without profit; it furnishes material for imme- 
diate use and valuable light for further guidance.” — 
The Observer, Bowmanwille, Canada. 


. 


“The book is timely, and will doubtiess have a wide 
circulation. Teachers in our Sunday-schools ought to 
bog together and get it.”—The Christian Sun, Suffolk, 


“ Avery useful little manual.”—The Moravian, Beth- 


) 


“It is am excellent work to place in the hand of 
every teacher of the Holy Record.”—Zion’s Heraid, 
Boston, Mass. 


“Tt is a very desirable help to the Bible student, and 
~ to be a ne Christian Stand- 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


“ Bible students will do well to procure a copy.”— 
The Centrai Christian Advocate, St. Lowis, Mo. 


“Tt is able, condensed,and valuable.”— Michigan 


ve publisher 


of The School Times has 
really valuable 


a 1 to the Christian 
public in putting forth in handy volume form the 
en published in the Times near the begin 
ning year. Itisaconvenient littie pamphiet of 
about a hundred pages, suitable to carry in the breast 

It comprises thirteen short papers by some 
yh gd eminent of practical writers,” — The Daily 
wal, Syracuse, N. Y. 


“'The work before us is lated to fill a want; for 
it puts & vast amount of needed information in a neat 
and concise form It succinctly explains why we 

tures, and imparts many cor 

in! retation and the use of 

commentaries. e for it a ready sale, as the 

laces it within the reach of all."—The Bvening 
Catharine, Canada. 

int its study: promptings and helps to 
an use of the  Bibie, "shoud be in the 
every studen: e —The Bvening 
Mail, Halifax, N. 8. 


“It will certainly be a help to the student of tl 
Bible in hissearch after truth.”—The Bvening Stand. 
ard, New Bedford, Mass. 


“ An admirable help to all who teach or study t! 
Holy Seriptures.”— The Bulletin, Norwich, Conn. + 


“The value of this Vade Mecum to Sunday-schoo! 
teachers and to advanced pupils in the Sunday-schoo! 
is undoubted.”—The Morning Whig, Troy, N. Y. 


“ Although insignificant fm size, this little volume is 
nevertheless one of much importance and value, an 
should be in the hands of all who would read the Bib 


intelligently.”—The New Bra, Lancaster, Pa. 

“ Rarely does a book of less than 100 pages contain 
permanently valu 
of the Bible. It is gold al! the way 
ational Baptist, Philadelphic. 


able in the stu 


Sent by mail, prepaid, on receipt of price. 
Single copy, 20 cents. Five or more copies, 15 
cents each. Address, 

JOHN D, WATTLES, Publisher, 


725 Chestout Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 
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HOW TO 
GET almost 
Everything. 


Do you know how to get 
in the easiest way and to best 
advantage what you want for 
dress and house-furnishing ? 

First, how: Write for a 
catalogue; see what you can 
learn from it about the things 
you want. Ifsamples can be 
useful to you, ask for them 
and state your wants so 
plainly that exactly the right 
samples can be sent. 

Second, where: The place 
where goods are kept in the 
greatest variety ; where they 
are sold for what they really 
are in respect to quality ; 
where prices are lowest; 
where most care is taken 
to serve customers accept- 
ably; and where you have 
the right to return whatever 
is not satisfactory. 

There—no matter where 
you are—if you make your 
wants known and avail your- 
self of your privileges, you 
will get the best things in 
the best way, promptly and 
without trouble or risk; 
sometimes by mail, some- 
times by express, almost 
always at less cost for car- 
riage than the money you 
save in the price. 


John Wanamaker, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


' Chestnut, Thirteenth, Market and Juniper, 








PRICE, $20.00, 

The simplest. most durable, and most practical, 
either for factory or family use, ever made. War- 
ranted to knit cotton as well as wool. Hundreds of 
xirls and boys of ten and twelve years old operate 
them, averaging four dozen pairs a ¥ A living can 
he made for a family with one of these machines 
Fall pontoon given. Address, 

JAM L. BRANSON, 505 Chestnut St., Phila., Pa. 


TREES ana VINES 


Plants and Bulbs 


- _— IN THE MARKET. CHEAP. 
Maili pecialty, Saf ranteed. 
lowue free to all th year. Ibgreemhouses. 400 acres. 


STRAW 


THE BEST IN THE WORLD. 
Di w.th eleven free. 


[August 14, 1880. 








Only Five Cents ! 


Txis is all asingle number of THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY costs, Do you not want to 
put it into the hands of your scholars? It is a 46 page book, and is issued every three months, 
The number for July, August, and September contains a beautiful colored map, two full-pag 





pictures, the text of the International lessons, notes and questions, home readings, parallel 
passages, Bible dictionary pages, a quarterly review, a responsive review exercise, an order of 
service, a thanksgiving service, and eight pages of appropriate music. The colored map alone 
is worth the price of the whole book, The Quarterly wiil be sent by mail at the following rates: 
Single copy, one year (four numbers), 20 cents; 100 copies, one year, 20 dollars; single 
copies (one quarter), 5 cemts each; 200 copies or over to one address, for one school, 18 dollars 
per hundred, a year; 400 copies or over to one address, for one school, 16 dollars per hundred 
a year. No charge for postage, Subscriptions are taken tor three or six months at the yearly 
rate, A specimen copy will be sent free to any superintendent or teacher requesting it. 
Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chestnut St. Phila. 
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CAHILL HOUSE, Third Ave. and Kingsley St., Asbury Park, New Jersey. 


Mrs. M. D. Cahill, having gc rne the CAHILL HOUSE, reopened it June 10, 1880. 
The house is surrounded by wide piazzas and balconies, and has been elegantly furnished 
throughout, each bedroom having spring beds, gue ete. It is only two minutes’ walk from the 
beach and popular bathing-grounds. The comfort and P cages of the guests will be carefully 
studied, coach will meet every train, and convey the guests to the house, free of charge. 
Please hand checks to my coachman, who will see that is delivered without delay. 
Having added many new attractions, the coming season will be even more successful than the 
last. Giseinges to hire. Bath-rooms and bathing-suits. Also laundry connected with the 
House. Boats on each lake, for the pleasure of guests, free. Private stable for use of guests 
having their own horses. Rooms may be en | and information obtained of Mrs. M. D. Cahill, 
Asbury Park, N. J., or 1314 Arch Street, Philadelphia, where her large double house (over 
thirty rooms) is open all the year for permanent and transient guests, 


MAGIC LANTERNS 
MAGI C JUN PHICONS 


4y¥-S¢ ~ HOME EXHIBITIONS 
as SUGLESS 123 CREST SL PALLABA 
ALPHA BLACKBOARD CRAYONS. 
Clean, White, Dustiess. Send for sample. Baker, 
Pratt, & Co., 19 Bond Street, New York. 


GRAPE VINE FOR FALL PLANTING. 

6 Concord or 3 Rogers Vines 

by mall for 61. Vines very fine. Send for circulars. 
Address WM. B. REED, Chambersburg, Pa. 











FINE STATIONERY 
& ENGRAVING, 


In ordering goods, or in making ingury 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publisher as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 











STORRS, & 00., . Co., O. 


FRUIT. WINE & JELLY PRESS 








FORSEEDING AND EXTRACTING JUICE 
FROM ALLFRUIT BERRIES 

EVERY FAMILY NEEDS ONE, 

END FOR CATALOGUE. E REE. 

ENTERPRISE MANUFG.C? 
PHILADELPHIA PA. 

FOR SALE BY 
THE HARDWARE TRADE. 


THE HAIR: 


> 
Its Diseases and Treatment. 
By C. HENRI LEONARD, A. M., M. D. 

Cloth, octavo, 320 pages, $2.00 POST PAID. 
It has 116 ILLUSTRATIONS showing the Hair 
in Health and Disease, the different modes, #n 
cient and modern, of dressing the Hair and Beard 

PORTION OF CONTENTS: The Anatomy, Physiology, Mt 
croscopy and Chemistry of the Hair and Beard. The Hair and Beare 
of the Ancient Assyrians, Egyptians and Peruvians. The Care sua 
Hygienic Treatment.of the Hair and Beard. THE CAUSE, PRE 
VENTION AND TREATMENT of ALL HaiR DISEASES « 
Superfluous Growth, or in Singular places ; Blanching or Turning 
Gray of the Hair, Its Falling-out or Early and Late Baldness 
** Dandruff ;”’ “ Seall;” * Milk Crust,” * Ringworm,” ** Bar 
ber’s Itch,” and all kindred diseases, Animal Parasites, Dyeing 
or Bleaching the Hair and Hair Dyes, ete., ete. Order through 
any Book dealer, or post-paid by addressing the publishers, 
ILLUSTRATED MEDICAL JOURNAL CO, 

89 Miami Ave., Detroit, Mich. 








NOW READY. 


To Meet all Demands for our) 
Twelve Dollar Solid Silver 
Hunting Case, Key-Wind- 
ing altham fateh, 

fn er cap over movement, 
which is nickel. Considering 
time and quality, this is the best 
ia Watch ever offer’d for the money, 
a We send one of the above fully 
wy warranted, with guard and key, 
My to any address, ©. O. D., with 
privilege to examine, but our cus- 
tomers will find it less expensive 
to send us money ($12) by regis- 
E ~~ tered mail or postoffice order, and 
ion receipt of same will forward watch ordered, at our risk 
and expense, and if not approved on sight, can returnitt 
us and we will refund the money. 1 
Catalogue containing prices of more expensive watches, 
land other goods, sent free on application. Address 


Wm. Kendrick & Son, 
. 110 Fourth Ave., LOUISVILLE, KY 
Rs When writing, mention this paper.-6& 
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$ 5,000,000. 


The American Shoe Tip Co. 


WARRANT THEIR 


A.S.T. Co. 
LACK & IP 


That is now 80 extensively worn on 


5 
CHILDREN’S SHOES 
‘TO WEAR AS LONG AS THE METAL, 
Which was introduced by them, and by which 
the above amount has been saved to parents an- 
nually. This Black Tip will save still 
more, as besides being worn on the coarser 
grades it is worn on fime and costly shoes 
where the Metal Tip on account of its looks 

would not be used. 

They all have our Trade Mark A. S. TV. Co. 
stamped on front of Tip. 

Parents should ASE. FOR SHOES with this 


BEAUTIFUL BLACK TIP 


on them when purchasing for their children. 
- —~- ——-7 

















XX GOT (Nor PAINTED, WHITE Duck) §2. 


Stri 


Painted Red, Brown 
a Red 
Canvas and Fancy 
Bolster, $3.00. 


Canvas and Fan 


MEAS.i\2 CUBIC FI_. 
Makes a perfect bed. No mattress or pillows required. 
Better than a hammock, as it fits the body as pleas- 
antly, and lies stTRAIGHT. Folded or opened instantly. 
Self-fastening. 1t is just the thing for hotels, offices, 
cottages, cAmp-meet bgs, Sportsmen, etc. Good for 
the lawn, piazza, or “coolest place in the house.” 
Splendid for invalids or children.” Sent on receipt of 
price, or C. O. D. For 50 cents EXTR« witb order, | will 
prepay express to any railroad station east of the Mis- 
sissippi River and north of Mason & Dixon's Line. 
For 75 cents in Minnesota, Missouri. and Iowa, 
Hermon W. dd,108 Fulton :t., Boston ; 
207 Canal St., New York ; 165 North 2d St. Philadel- 
phia; 94 Market St.. Chicago. Send for circular. 


MARSH’S CYLINDER BED 
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4s 
© This isa new Lathe, 
& and on a new plan, hav- 
Sing a Cylinder Bed,which 
$ ismuchmore simple and 
% convenient than the old 
S style. It has a/tachments 
= for Circular and Scroll 
@ Sawing,and for Bracket 
& Moulding. New, novel, 

oe > and the best invented. 
=. 0%" Manufactured and 

a Q enld by the 

BATTLE CREEK MACHINERY (0. .Pettle Creek. Mich 


[OR Price List of best INVALID CHAIRS, address, 
Ferns VT.N, W. Co., , Vi. 


easure for Amateurs 


The Sunday Sclool Times holds itself responsible for the character of the advertisements {t contains, and wil! refund to its subscribers any money that they lose through fraudulent advertisements in its columns. 








